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IJVSETS. 

("C.  &  D.,"  Winter  Issue,  January  25,  1908.) 

The  distribution  of  circulars  and  price-lists  through  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  is  a  remarkably  effective  form  of  ad- 
vertising to  those  who  deal  in  chemicals,  medicines,  and  other 
kinds  of  chemists'  goods.  It  originated  with  The  Chemist  and 
Dbuggist,  and  our  method  of  distribution  enables  us  to  accept 
insets  actually  printed  to  the  order  of  advertisers  in  the 
manner  they  desire.  This  is  important,  as  such  insets  are  not 
officially  permitted  to  be  distributed  by  newspaper  post,  while 
The  Chemist  and  Dbuggist  method  has  official  sanction.  We 
thus  ensure  delivery,  which  to  advertisers  is  a  sine  qua  non. 
Besides,  the  distribution  of  such  insets  in  a  trade  journal  of 
the  high  business  reputation  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is 
in  itself  a  first-class  introduction,  and  sure  means  of  bringing 
orders.  The  Publisher  will  be  glad  to  supply  full  particular? 
to  any  inquirer. 


Summary 


The  subioined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  ot  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents"  in 
the  first  column. 


Further  Lettebs  on  orders  by  halfpenny  post  are  printed 
on  p.  951. 

Cheistmas  Boxes  for  employes  in  the  drug-trade  are  ob- 
jected to  by  several  firms  (p.  936). 

Pyocyanase  is  the  latest  remedy  for  diphtheria,  and  its 
origin  is  described  in  a  note  on  p.  923. 

It  is  proposed  to  form  a  chemists'  union  or  guild,  and  such 
particulars  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather  about  it  are  on 
p.  936. 

Interesting  Observations  on  the  action  of  digitalis  on  the 
heart,  and  of  medical  apprenticeship  fifty  years  ago,  are  re- 
ported 00  p.  937. 

Lord  Kelvin,  the  eminent  physicist,  died  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing. He  was  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  and  was  regarded  by 
some  as  the  world's  greatest  genius  (p.  934). 

The  Produce  Notes  on  p.  949  include  particulars  in  regard 
to  Ceylon  papain,  East  African  copal,  South  Nigerian  annatto, 
Zanzibar  cloves,  and  Grecian  olive  oil. 

When  certain  provisions  of  the  Companies  Act,  1907,  come 
into  force  on  July  1,  1908,  it  will_  be  possible  to  register 
private  companies  with  two  signatories  (p.  936). 

Winter  Session  Topics  this  week  include  "off"  wine- 
licences,  stimulants  and  narcotics,  and  active  constituents  in 
plants  (p.  941),  and  old  pharmacy  pots  (pp.  942-3). 

Mr.  Harwood  Lescher's  retirement  from  business  gives  us 
the  opportunity  of  recalling  incidents  in  his  career,  which 
make  an  interesting  chapter  of  pharmaceutical  history  (p.  929). 

The  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  had  a  very 
good  audience,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  informs  us,  at  its  meeting 
last  week,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Dawson's  lecture  was  most  instruc- 
tive (p.  951). 

Further  Particulars  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  nico- 
tine insecticides  from  duty-free  tobacco  are  given  in  an  edi- 
torial note.  Last  year  1,813,319  lb.  of  tobacco  was  used  in  the 
industry  (p.  935). 

Mb.  Squire  writes  in  regard  to  Hamilton's  pills,  showing 
that  the  "Junior's"  and  "Senior's"  have  practically  been 
displaced  by  pil.  coloc.  et  hyos.  gr.  v.  He  also  comments  upon 
the  composition  of  Christison's  pills  (p.  951). 

Legal  Cases  include  a  Court  of  Appeal  decision  on  price- 
protection,  Beecham  v.  Prosser,  Thomas  v.  Haywood,  and 
conviction  of  a  Brighton  chemist  for  the  sale  by  his  son  of 
potassium  cyanide  to  an  unknown  person.  Also  several 
adulteration  prosecutions  (p.  924). 

Joseph  Ince's  famous  paper  on  pharmaceutical  ethics,  read 
to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1867,  is  recalled 
by  "  Xrayser,"  who  makes  interesting  observations  on  the 
event.  Our  contributor  also  deals  with  Edinburgh  chemists' 
objections  to  the  barkola  style  of  advertising  (p.  933). 

Morphine  and  codeine  and  salts  are  6c?.  and  9d.  per  oz.  lower 
respectively,  owing  to  cheaper  opium.  Glycerin  has  ad- 
vanced 21.  per  ton,  as  anticipated.  Cod-liver  oil  is  higher. 
Articles  that  have  moved  in  buyers'  favour  include  star- 
aniseed  oil,  antimony,  carnauba  wax,  red  and  white  lead,  and 
turpentine  (p.  946). 

The  Australian  "  Patents  "  question  is  discussed  with 
Mr.  H.  A.  Woolnough  on  p.  931.  At  a  private  meeting  of  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Sub-section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to-day  (Thursday),  it  was  resolved  to  make  a 
further  appeal  for  funds  in  order  to  carry  on  the  proposed 
campaign  against  the  patent-medicine  legislation.  This  will 
be  done  by  personal  call. 


Christmas  Holidays. 

Our  offices  will  be  closed  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
December  25  and  26.  Advertisements  intended  for  the 
Coloured  Supplement  of  the  C.  <&  D.,  December  28,  will  be 
received  up  to  the  first  post  on  Friday,  December  27.  It  is 
desirable  that  communications  in  regard  to  all  other  matters 
for  that  issue  should  be  received  by  the  Editor  or  Publisher 
by  Tuesday,  December  24,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  issue 
will  go  to  press. 
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English  IRcwe. 

Local  Newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Poole  Town  Council  have  appointed  Mr.  C.  G.  Moor, 
F.I.C.,  as  public  analyst  for  the  borough. 

While  the  night  boat  from  Boulogne  was  crossing  to  Folke- 
stone on  December  10,  an  elderly  man,  said  to  be  a  chemist 
belonging  to  Redhill,  either  fell  or  jumped  overboard,  and 
was  drowned. 

On  December  12  an  explosion  occurred  at  97  Wakefield 
Street,  East  Ham,  occupied  by  Mr.  Henry  Fuller,  a  dental 
composition  maker,  through  some  gum  kauri  becoming 
ignited. 

At  Bow  Street  Police  Court  on  December  13,  the  women 
Weston  and  Turner  charged  with  stealing  from  Edwards' 
Harlene  Co.,  Ltd.,  Holborn  (C.  <b  D.,  December  14,  p.  884), 
were  bound  over  under  the  First  Offenders  Act,  and  the 
male  prisoner  was  discharged. 

At  Pontefract  on  December  16,  successful  objection  was 
taken  to  the  adjudication  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Maud,  chemist  and 
druggist  (one  of  the  magistrates),  on  a  case  against  a 
publican,  on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Maud  was  a  licence- 
holder. 

The  Bournemouth  Bench  have  granted  a  transfer  of  the 
off-licence  attached  to  the  business  of  Mr.  W.  0.  Saul, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Southbourne-on-Sea.  Hants,  to  Mr. 
Bridgman,  manager  to  Messrs.  Eldridge,  Pope  &  Co.,  who 
have  purchased  the  business. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Warrington  Guardians  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  the  resignation  of  Dr.  T.  E.  Flitcroft,  of  the  War- 
rington Union  Infirmary,  who  had  to  pay  damages  recently 
for  slandering  one  of  the  nurses  (C.  <£•  D.,  November  30, 
p.  812),  was  accepted  by  a  majority  of  thirteen  to  seven. 

"  Industrial  Poisons  "  was  the  subject  of  a  lecture  at  the 
Society  of  Arts  by  Professor  T.  Oliver  last  week.  The 
lecturer,  in  dealing  with  lead-poisoning,  compared  English 
factories  unfavourably  with  German,  but  the  illustrations 
of  the  English  factories  which  he  gave  were  rather  old. 

A  meeting  to  discuss  "  The  Extermination  of  Rats"  was 
convened  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  London,  last  week.  Only 
three  or  four  (besides  a  dozen  pressmen)  attended,  and  the 
meeting  was  postponed.  Mr.  George  Haller,  representative 
in  this  country  for  Dr.  Danysz,  was  present,  but  was  re- 
quested to  withdraw  as  he  had  not  been  invited. 

A  Nottingham  chemist  has  hit  upon  a  happy  advertising 
idea.  In  the  centre  of  his  spacious  window  he  has  a  soli- 
tary bottle  of  cough-mixture  resting  on  a  tall  pedestal  with 
a  crimson  plush  background.  The  only  other  object  in 
the  window  is  a  card  bearing  the  words,  "  It  stands 
alone  !  " 

At  the  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  Decem- 
ber 17,  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  was  selected  as  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  Council  to  be  suggested  to  the  Army 
Council  for  appointment  on  the  Association  for  the  County 
of  London  to  be  formed  under  the  Territorial  and  Reserve 
Forces  Act,  1907. 

At  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  December  17 
Mr.  F.  A.  Darton  asked  Lord  Brassey  to  present  to  Mr. 
Arthur  Serena  a  silver  tea-service  from  the  British  exhibi- 
tors at  the  Milan  Exhibition,  in  recognition  of  his  excellent 
work  as  hon.  executive  commissioner.  Mr.  Serena  had 
previously  been  presented  with  his  portrait  in  oils  by  the 
members  of  the  British  Commission  and  others. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  West  Sussex  County  Council, 
a  committee  reporting  on  the  adulteration  of  foods  and  drugs 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  inadequacy  of 
the  penalties  inflicted  by  the  Justices  of  the  county  on  per- 
sons convicted  of  adulteration  under  the  Acts.  This  report 
was  upheld  by  members  of  the  Council,  who  hoped  the 
Justices  would  in  future  encourage  the  committee  by 
increased  fines. 

Christmas  Holidavs. 
Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith,  Ltd.,  will  close  their  London 
office  and  warehouse  at  22  City  Road,  E.C.,  on  December  25 
and  26. 

The  offices  and  works  of  the  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd.,  of 


Warrington  and  London,  will  be  closed  on  December  25 
and  26  for  the  holidays. 

The  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  will  close  their  offices  and  works  at 
Locksley  Street,  Limehouse,  E.,  from  Tuesday  evening, 
December  24,  until  Friday  morning,  December  27. 

The  Liverpool  Lint  Co.  will  close  their  mill  at  Nether- 
field  Road,  Liverpool,  from  Tuesday  evening,  December  24, 
until  Monday  morning,  December  30. 

Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son,  35-42  Charlotte  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  will  close  on  December  25  and  26  for  the 
Christmas  holidays,  and  on  December  27  and  28  for  stock- 
taking, reopening  for  business  as  usual  on  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 30. 

Contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  ratified  : 

Elham  (Kent)  Board  of  Guardians. — Corbyn,  Stacey  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  300  High  Holborn,  London,  for  drugs. 

St.  Faith's  (Norwich)  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  John 
Cossey,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  trusses. 

Chipping  Norton  Corporation. — Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris, 
chemist  and  druggist,  for  disinfectants  for  twelve  months. 

Ross  (Herefordshire)  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  T.  A. 
Matthews,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  water-beds  for  the 
infirmary  at  61.  6s.  9<Z.  and  4/.  9s.  Id.  each. 

Longton  Cottage  Hospital. — Mr.  Roland  Prince,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  1  Belgrave  Road,  Longton,  for  drugs; 
and  Robinson  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  of  Chesterfield,  for  surgical 
dressings. 

Withnell  Gas  Committee. — Messrs.  Hardman  &  Hold- 
ing, Ltd.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Blackburn  and  Man- 
chester, for  the  purchase  of  the  by-products  at  the  gas- 
works. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Hospital  Board  on 
December  12,  Mr.  Ibbotson  raised  the  question  of  pur- 
chasing drugs  and  surgical  appliances  from  the  local 
chemists  instead  of  from  outside  firms.  He  thought  that 
local  chemists  should  be  invited  to  tender.  Mr.  Wadding- 
ton  said  they  had  always  been  told  that  they  could  buy 
drugs  to  better  advantage  outside.  The  matter  had  rested 
largely  with  the  doctor.    No  action  was  taken. 

London  County  Council. — For  chemicals  :  Messrs.  W.  V. 
Aldridge  &  Son  (estimated  value  of  goods  to  be  supplied  3/.), 
Messrs.  F.  W.  Berk  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (48/.),  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidges  &  Co.  (64/.  and  schedule  of  prices),  Harrington 
Bros.,  Ltd.  (57/.  and  schedule  of  prices).  C.  J.  Hewlett  & 
Son  (107/.),  Hopkin  &  Williams,  Ltd.  (40/.  and  schedule  of 
prices),  W.  Martindale  (88/.  and  schedule  of  prices),  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Sons  (16/.),  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.  (142/.),  Standard 
Ammonia  Co.  (13/.),  Townson  &  Mercer  (74/.),  Willows, 
Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson,  Ltd.  (22/.  and  schedule  of 
prices).  For  chemical  apparatus  :  Messrs  Andrews  &  Mum- 
ford  (4/.),  Baird  &  Tatlock  (London),  Ltd.  (28/.  and  schedule 
of  prices),  Brown  &  Son  (13/.  and  schedule  of  prices),  J.  R. 
Collins  &  Co.  (30/.  and  schedule  of  prices),  A.  Gallenkamp 
&  Co.,  Ltd.  (302/.  and  schedule  of  prices),  John  J.  Griffin 
&  Sons,  Ltd.  (509/.  and  schedule  of  prices),  Townson  & 
Mercer  (380/.  and  schedule  of  prices).  For  protosulphate 
of  iron  for  Barking  (3,300  tons)  and  for  Crossness 
(2.600  tons)  :  Mr.  D.  Matthews,  Morriston,  Glam.,  at 
30i.  6rZ.  per  ton. 

Poor-law  Notes. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Gibbs,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
appointed  dispenser  at  the  infirmary  of  the  Salford  Union. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  approved  of  the 
Blackburn  Board  of  Guardians'  resolution  to  increase  the 
annual  salary  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Beswick,  dispenser  at  the  work- 
house, to  40/.,  by  three  yearly  increments. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Mr.  William  Izon,  Aston,  presided  at  Mr.  Lancaster's 
lecture  on  "  The  Moon  "  at  the  Aston  Schools  last  Sunday. 

Palladium  added  to  gold  scrap  was  the  means  of  detecting 
an  alleged  thief  and  receiver  of  such  material  in  the 
jewellers'  quarter  of  Birmingham  the  other  day. 

Local  chemists  are  hankering  after  public  life,  and  many 
well-known  men  are  either  on  or  desiring  to  be  on  the  Board 
of  Guardians.  None,  however,  aspire  to  municipal 
honours. 

The  chiefs  of  pharmacy  government  are  doing  a  lot  of 
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carpet-bagging  just  now,  and  are  timed  at  Wolverhampton 
at  the  opening  of  the  new  year  (January  9),  when  a  con- 
tingent of  "  Brums  "  is  to  swell  the  expected  large  gathering 
at  the  Star  and  Garter,  Victoria  Street. 

Those  interested  in  window-decoration  of  the  Christmas 
type  should  have  a  peep  at  Messrs.  Bellamy  &  Wakefield's 
"show,"  which  indeed  looks  well  and  would  repay  in- 
spection. The  style  is  unique,  the  basis  being  perfumes, 
soaps,  and  the  firm's  specialities. 

"What  is  Balsamo  del  Desarto?"  asked  a  dental 
pharmaceutic  of  a  brother  chip.  He  wanted  it  dissolved 
in  chloroform  as  a  waterproofing  before -applying  a  filling 
for  a  tooth  cavity,  as  recommended  recently  by  an  American 
dentist  in  one  of  the  dental  periodicals. 

At  the  Dental  Hospital  prize  distribution,  General  Phelps 
said  there  are  only  thirty  students  at  the  place  and  there 
ought  to  be  a  hundred.  If  they  are  not  forthcoming  the 
ladies,  he  said,  will  take  the  place  of  men,  for  96  per  cent, 
of  the  school  children  had  been  charted  as  dentally  defi- 
cient, which  means  future  work  for  them. 

The  Spectacle-makers'  Company. 
The  Court  of  the  Spectacle-makers  which  met  on  Decem- 
ber 4  appointed  an  interim  Trades  Council,  consisting  of 
eight  diploma-holders  of  the  Guild  (these  include  two 
chemists,  Mr.  G.  Bennett  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff,  and  Mr.  L. 
Laurence),  two  uncertificated  members  of  the  retail  trade 
(one  of  these  is  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson,  Leeds),  and  two  whole- 
salers (these  are  Mr.  J.  J.  Hicks  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Staley). 
The  Council  have  power  to  co-opt  two  additional  members. 
The  committee  upon  whose  report  the  Court  acted  recom- 
mended that  the  election  of  the  Trades  Council  be  delayed 
till  September  1908,  and  that  the  quarterage  and  subscription 
of  diploma-holders  be  increased. 

Store  Chemists  and  Christmas. 
Modern  methods  in  attracting  trade  at  this  festive  season 
are  being  vigorously  pursued  by  the  store-chemists  all  over 
the  country.  Attractive  window-displays,  mainly  of  per- 
fumes, toilet  articles,  and  silver  goods,  are  being  made  by 
London  firms  like  Lewis  &  Burrows,  Ltd.,  Parke's  Drug- 
stores, Ltd.,  and  Boots,  Ltd.  The  Boots  advertisements  in 
the  daily  papers  are  a  feature  of  the  reason.  Full  pages 
advertising  silver  and  fancy  gocds  (with  drugs  very  much 
in  the  background)  have  been  appearing  in  the  principal 
London  dailies  during  the  past  few  weeks.  Some  of  the 
West-end  windows  are  very  attractive,  that  of  the  Erasmic 
Co.  in  Oxford  Street  being  a  perpetual  joy  to 
passers-by.  In  the  provinces  some  of  the  store  methods  are 
even  more  up-to-date.  A  correspondent  in  the  Cleveland 
district  of  Yorkshire  sends  us  samples  of  advertisements  of 
drug-stores  appearing  in  the  local  papers.  In  one  instance 
the  enterprising  cash-chemist  has  evolved  a  "  prize-tele- 
gram "  scheme  on  the  lines  of  the  Limerick  competitions. 
Competitors  have  to  send  the  best  reply  (with  sixpence  in 
stamps)  to  a  given  telegram.  The  prizes  are  three  Christmas 
hampers  (value  5?.  5s.,  3.?.  3s.,  and  21.  2«.  respectively), 
and  twenty  consolation  prizes  of  joints  of  beef.  Toys  are 
given  away  by  another  chemist,  who  has  a  cough-speciality, 
while  another  limited  company  in  the  same  town  presents 
all  its  customers  who  buy  caskets  and  Christmas-crackers 
to  the  value  of  2s.  bd.  with  a  Is.  tooth-brush.  The  Christ- 
mas-cracker, chocolate,  and  crystallised-f  ruit  business 
appears  to  be  a  recognised  appanage  of  these  traders. 

Sampling  Drugs  in  London. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  London  on  Thurs- 
day, December  12,  the  Sanitary  Committee  reported  that, 
among  other  articles  submitted  to  the  public  analyst  for 
which  certificate  of  sophistication  had  been  received,  was  a 
sample  of  tincture  of  cinchona  15  per  cent,  deficient  in 
cinchona  alkaloids,  and  the  committee  recommended  that  the 
vendor  should  be  cautioned.  Mr.  William  Walter  Green, 
who  represents  the  Ward  of  Tower  (including  Mincing 
Lane)  on  the  Corporation,  drew  the  Court's  special  attention 
to  this  analysis,  and  expressed  regret  that  the  Sanitary 
Committee  had  not  passed  the  evidence  on  to  their  solicitor, 
for  him  to  take  such  action  as  he  deemed  necessary.  Mr. 
Green  said  he  had  drawn  the  medical  officer's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Sanitary  Committee  deal  with  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  whereas  80  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
submitted  to  the  analyst  were  butter  and  milk ;  he  urged 


the  committee  to  test  a  larger  quantity  of  samples  of  drugs 
and  spices,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  analyses  proved 
sophistication  let  prosecutions  be  pressed  by  the  Corpora- 
tion. Mr.  Green  said  the  15  per  cent,  deficiency  in  the 
tincture  of  cinchona  was  a  bad  case,  especially  seeing  that 
the  price  of  cinchona  at  the  present  moment  was  lower  than 
at  any  previous  period.  It  is  a  serious  matter,  he  added, 
that  medLines  or  tcnics  required  to  restcve  health  should  be 
deficient  in  strength,  and  he  should  like  to  see  the  Corpora- 
tion of  London  protecting  the  public  in  this  matter.  [Mr. 
Green  is  a  well-known  Mincing  Lar.e  broker. — Editor.] 

Fighting  Mild;w. 

Owing  to  the  ravages  of  what  is  known  as  American 
gooseberry  mildew,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  have  issued  an 
order  that  the  occupier  of  any  "  plantation,  garden,  or  field  " 
on  which  there  is  a  bush  which  is  diseased  or  suspected  of 
being  diseased  must  notify  the  fact  to  the  clerk  of  the  local 
authority  of  his  district.  The  local  authority  will  then 
order  the  occupier  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  exterminate 
the  pest.  The  property  on  which  the  disease  exists  will  be 
known  as  "  infected  premises"  until  such  time  as  the  local 
authority  shall  determine.  As  soon  as  practicable  the  owner 
is  to  spray  the  infected  bushes  with  a  solution  of  liver  of 
sulphur  (containing  not  less  than  1  lb.  of  liver  of 
sulphur  to  32  gals,  of  water),  or  with  some  other  fungicide 
approved  by  the  local  authority.  No  infected  bush  must  be 
removed,  and  clippings  are  to  be  burnt.  When  the  local 
authority  is  satisfied  that  the  picking  of  the  crop  would  be 
likely  to  spread  disease  it  may  prohibit  the  picking.  Every 
person  who  fails  to  comply  wth  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
order  will  be  liable,  on  conviction,  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing 10Z.  The  order,  which  came  into  force  on  December  18, 
applies  to  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Worcester,  Warwick, 
Huntingdon,  Lincoln,  Norfolk,  Derby,  Leicester,  Notting- 
ham, Hereford,  and  Cambridge. 

Cirriaga  of  Carboys. 

A  deputation  from  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  consisting  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney 
(Chairman),  Mr.  David  Lloyd  Howard  (Vice-Chairman), 
Mr.  Edmund  White  (of  Alfred  White  &  Sons),  and  Mr. 
Thos.  Tyrer,  waited  upon  the  Chemical  Expert  Committee 
of  the  Railway  Companies'  Clearing-house  on  Wednesday, 
December  18.  The  Chairman  of  the  Railways'  Chemical 
Expert  Committee  explained  many  of  the  difficulties  the 
railway  companies  have  to  contend  with  in  the  traffic  of 
acids,  drugs,  etc.,  in  carboys,  referring  especially  to  the 
dangers  of  the  former  both  from  breakage  and  spilling, 
and  he  also  referred  especially  to  the  corrosion  of  springs 
and  axles  of  trucks  due  to  the  leakage  of  the  acid  vapours. 
The  Committee  afforded  an  excellent  hearing  to  the  deputa- 
tion, and  after  some  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  a  con- 
siderable list  should  be  submitted  to  the  railway  companies 
as  an  addition  to  the  list  of  goods  to  be  carried  in  carboys, 
and  that  the  Chemical  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  should  furnish  suggestions  for  the  improvement 
of  the  carboy,  methods  of  stoppering,  etc.  It  was  desired 
that  this  information  should  be  forthcoming  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Railway  Companies'  Chemical  Committee, 
which  is  to  be  held  on  January  7,  1908,  and  in  the  mean- 
time, therefore,  any  information  or  suggestion  on  the  point 
will  be  welcomed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  Oxford  Court,  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

Once  again  Christmas  is  near  us.  There  is  no  doubting 
the  material  expressions  of  good  cheer  which  surround  us 
at  every  turn  in  the  city  and  its  environment;  indeed,  we 
are  for  the  moment  an  interesting  exhibition  of  the  natural 
and  industrial  products  of  the  world. 

Commercially  speaking,  the  paramount  anxiety  is,  will 
the  high  Bank-rate  restrict  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
community  this  Yuletide  ?  while  yet  another  very  delicate 
query  is  being  anxiously  discussed — namely,  as  to  how  the 
Prevention  of  Corruption  Act  will  affect  the  distribution 
of  perquisites. 

Few  towns  or  cities  can  hold  a  candle  to  Liverpool  in  the 
ramifications  of  its  charities.  One  of  its  most  noted  is 
the  "  Hot-pot  Fund,"  by  which  agency  there  are  distributed 
every  Christmas  Day  "hot-pots"  sufficient  for  one  good 
meal  to  80,000  perrons.    Anyone  desirous  of  adding  to  the 


920 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  21,  1907 


increment  of  human  happiness  may  do  so  by  sending  their 
subscription  to  this  fund,  addressed  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Smith, 
chemist,  Rice  Lane,  who  superintends  a  district. 

The  pharmacist  is  not  behind  his  brother  trader  in  cater- 
ing for  the  seasonable  demands  which  lie  within  the  com- 
pass of  his  business  ;  consequently,  all  round  there  are  signs 
of  a  wideawake  commercialism.  Both  suburban  and  city 
pharmacies  make  artistic  window  shows  of  perfumes  and 
fancy  goods.  The  "down-town"  chemists  are  of  neces- 
sity the  more  ambitious.  Among  these  the  display  of  Mr. 
J.  H.  Robinson,  Tithebarn  Street,  is  a  work  of  art  as  an 
exhibit  of  high-class  perfumery  and  toilet  adjuncts.  One 
enthusiastic  admirer  described  this  show,  seen  in  the  even- 
ing, as  "  scintillating  loveliness."  Messrs.  R.  &  J.  Herman, 
as  might  be  expected  from  their  favourable  business  loca- 
tion in  Parker  Street,  have  a  brilliant  display  of  perfumery, 
high-class  toilet-powder,  and  soaps  of  a  sufficient  variety  to 
satisfy  the  wants  of  a  wide  range  of  customers. 

The  Liver  Pills. 
At  Kensington  on  December  18,  Mr.  Drew  held  an  inquest 
on  Arthur  Caesare  Salvucci  (46),  a  medical  rubber.  The 
evidence  was  that  decased,  after  taking  two  liver  pills  he 
had  obtained  from  a  local  chemist,  had  violent  purging. 
He  subsequently  sent  for  5  dr.  ammonium  bromide.  A 
doctor  was  called  in  and  diagnosed  pleurisy,  but  the  purging 
continued,  and  the  man  died  the  next  day. — Alfred  Ernest 
Grimwade,  chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Cornwall  Road, 
Notting  Hill,  deposed  that  he  did  not  remember  the  sale  of 
the  pills,  but  the  box  produced  came  from  his  shop.  There 
would  be  two  pills  in  the  box  for  Id.  They  were  stock  pills, 
made  from  a  published  formula  as  follows  : 


Podophyllini    gr.  j 

Ext.  colocyuth.    gr.  2 

Aloes     ...   gr.  j. 

Scammonii     ...  ...    gr.  3 

Saponis  ...    gr.  g 

Ext.  hyoscyami  ...    gr.  a 

01. -res.  zingiberis    gr.  g 


The  Coroner  remarked  that  it  was  rather  a  violent  pur- 
gative.— Dr.  Gentle  said  death  was  due  to  exhaustion  from 
pleurisy  and  pneumonia.  There  was  nothing  internally  to 
cause  the  purging  which  must  have  been  due  to  the  pills,  and 
this,  in  the  weakened  condition,  would  have  an  accelerating 
effect. — The  Coroner  said  that  the  act  of  taking  such  a 
strong  purgative  was  the  deceased's  own,  and  as  it  had 
had  an  influence  on  the  death,  it  would  amount  to  a  case 
of  misadventure. — Verdict  accordingly. — The  foreman  of 
the  jury  asked  if  the  sale  of  the  pills  could  not  be  stopped. — 
The  Coroner  replied  in  the  negative,  saying  the  pills  were 
not  injurious  to  a  strong  person. 

The  Nottingham  Arson  Charge. 
At  the  Nottingham  Guildhall  on  December  16,  William 
Thomson,  chemist  and  druggist ;  Robert  Lee,  his  confidential 
clerk  ;  and  Ernest  Bradbury  were  again  charged,  on  re- 
mand, with  conspiring  to  set  fire  to  the  shop  at  128  Derby 
Road.  Mr.  P.  Hallam  appeared  for  Thomson,  Mr.  F. 
Berryman  for  Lee,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Comery  for  Bradbury. 
Mr.  Berryman  submitted  that  as  things  stood  there  was  no 
evidence  against  Lee.  If  there  was  to  be  a  remand,  he 
should  expect  on  the  next  occasion  an  indication  of  what 
the  police  were  attempting  to  establish  against  him.  The 
Chief  Constable  replied  that  sufficient  evidence  was  pre- 
viously given  to  satisfy  the  Bench.  A  further  remand  was 
ordered  until  Friday,  December  20,  when  a  special  sitting 
will  be  held,  the  accused  being  detained  in  custody,  and 
bail  refused. 


3neb  Iftem 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Last  week  the  members  of  "  Royal  Blue  "  Masonic  Lodge, 
No.  754,  Coleraine,  entertained  the  R.W.  the  P.G.M.  the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  M.P.  (who  was  on  a  brief  visit),  at 
dinner  in  the  Clothworkers'  Arms  Hotel.  Brother  R.  F. 
McCartney,  W.M.  of  754  (pharmaceutical  chemist),  pre- 
sided. 


Water  ford  Drug-contract. 

The  Waterford  Guardians  are  complaining  of  the  delay 
in  the  delivery  of  drugs  by  their  contractors  (Messrs.  Boileau 
&  Boyd),  and  have  passed  a  resolution  to  be  sent  to  the  firm. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  preference  had  been  given  to  Irish 
contractors,  and  that  the  result  is  not  encouraging  to 
Guardians  who  sympathise  with  the  national  movement. 
Cork  Exhibition. 

At  Cork  the  fourth  annual  exhibition  promoted  by  the 
South  of  Ireland  Industrial  Association  has  been  held. 
The  exhibitors  included  Messrs.  John  Blair  &  Sons, 
chemists,  Patrick  Street,  who  showed  eau-de-Cologne, 
"  Shandon  violets,"  tooth-powder,  and  perfumes  ;  Harring- 
ton Bros. ,  pharmacists,  Commons  Road,  who  had  a  stall  with 
drugs,  chemicals,  sheep-dip,  and  a  variety  of  medical 
requisites;  Messrs.  Kiloh  &  Co.,  pharmacists,  showed  oils 
of  various  descriptions,  varnishes,  horse  and  cattle 
medicines,  and  sheep-dips. 

Discordant  Analyses. 

At  Armagh  County  Council  on  December  11,  a  report 
was  read  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Inspector  with  reference 
to  a  recent  case  at  Lurgan,  in  which  the  county  analyst 
(Prof.  Hodges)  certified  that  a  sample  of  butter  contained 
30  per  cent,  of  margarine.  The  defendant  in  the  case  pro- 
duced another  analyst,  Mr.  O.  Mahoney,  of  Cork,  who  said 
his  sample  was  unadulterated,  and  the  magistrates  ad- 
journed the  case  for  the  report  of  the  analyst  at  Somerset 
House,  which  confirmed  that  of  Mr.  O'Mahoney,  and  the 
case  was  dismissed.  It  was  resolved  to  call  on  Prof.  Hodges 
for  an  explanation. 


Scotch  IRews. 

Lfcai  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Business  Changes. 
Mr.  Malcolm  Nicholson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken 
over  the  business  of  Mr.  Shearer,  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 

Mr.  James  Findlay,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over 
the  business  at  97  Argyle  Street,  Dunoon,  formerly  carried 
on  by  Mr.  W.  Edmiston. 

Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Wm.  Giles,  chemist,  has  been  appointed  Convener  of 
I  the  Asylums  Committee  of  the  Aberdeen  Parish  Council. 

Mr.  James  A.  Horton,  chemist,  Bucksburn,  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Aberdeen  County  Council  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Aberdeen  District  Licensing  Court. 

The  directors  of  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary  and  Con- 
valescent Hospital  have  accepted  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Wm. 
Paterson  &  Sons  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  chemicals 
during  1908. 

At  the  Aberdeen  Dispensary  during  November  3,556 
persons  were  supplied  with  medicine,  the  total  number  of 
prescriptions  dispensed  being  5,163.  It  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  there  is  that  number  of  people  in  Aberdeen  who  are 
unable  to  pay  for  their  medicine. 

An  interesting  case  to  chemists  was  taken  in  the  Aberdeen 
Small  Debt  Court  last  week  before  Sheriff- Substitute 
Henderson  Begg.  A  suburban  chemist  sued  a  local  solicitor 
for  61.  10s.  for  goods  supplied  to  his  wife,  the  bulk  of 
which  was  Collis  Browne's  chlorodyne.  The  pursuer  ad- 
mitted in  evidence  that  he  could  not  say  whether  or  not  the 
husband  was  aware  of  the  purchases.  The  Sheriff  decided 
against  the  chemist  for  the  following  reasons  :  (1)  that, 
the  quantity  of  chlorodyne  supplied  was  too  large  to  be 
reckoned  as  an  absolute  household  requisite  ;  (2)  that  it  had 
not  been  proved  that  the  husband  knew  of  the  transactions  ; 
and  (3)  that  it  was  being  consumed  in  such  quantities  that 
it  was  evident  it  was  being  taken  for  the  sake  of  the  drug 
that  was  in  it. 

Glasgow. 

Some  very  attractive  displays  of  Christmas  and  New 
Year  goods  are  to  be  seen  in  chemists'  windows  at  present. 

Mr.  John  Howat,  chemist  and  druggist,  sometime  with 
Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  has  joined  the 
representative  staff  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co. 
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Mr.  Alexander  Cross,  M.P.,  speaking  at  a  seed  and 
nursery  trade  meeting  on  December  14,  said  that  by  Act 
of  Parliament  seedsmen  are  debarred  from  selling  insecti- 
cides, sheep-dips,  spraying  materials,  etc.,  which  are  sold 
by  pharmaceutical  chemists.  That  law  should  be  altered. 
Where  such  preparations  are  put  up  in  fixed  packages  the 
danger  to  the  public  is  the  same  if  these  packages  are  sold 
by  a  seedsman  or  by  a  chemist. 


Mclsb  mews. 

"Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor,  who  also  invites 
reports  on  business  changes  and  other  trade  matters. 


Fiction  and  Iodine. 

A  domestic  servant,  named  Lizzie  Lewis,  was  charged  at 
•the  Llandaff  Police  Court  on  December  16  with  attempting  to 
commit  suicide  by  taking  iodine.  The  girl's  mother 
attributed  the  act  to  the  reading  of  novels.  On  defendant 
promising  not  to  repeat  the  offence  she  was  discharged. 
Drugs  in  Glamorgan. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Seyler,  analyst  to  the  Glamorgan  County  Coun- 
cil, reports  that  during  the  past  quarter  he  has  examined  five 
samples  each  of  cream  of  tartar  and  tartaric  acid,  but  only  in 
one  sample  of  each  did  he  find  any  lead,  and  that  not  in 
•excessive  amount.  The  remaining  drugs  which  he  examined 
— viz.,  turpentine,  carbonate  of  soda,  and  camphor  oil — were 
of  good  quality. 


jfrencb  IWem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


"  The  Oldest  Pharmacy  in  Paris  "  is  the  heading  of  the 
posters  of  the  Cadet-Gassicourt  Pharmacy  which  one  notices 
\n  the  omnibuses  etc.,  of  the  French  capital. 

Opium  to  the  value  of  800?.  (20,000f.)  was  seized  by  the 
authorities  at  Marseilles  last  week,  by  order  of  the  Public 
Prosecutor,  in  certain  shops  professedly  dealing  in  Chinese 
and  Japanese  "  curios."  The  proprietors  of  these  establish- 
ments will  be  prosecuted  as  the  poison  law  directs. 

Drunkenness  and  Death. — M.  Fernet's  report  to  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  connects  33  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
in  French  hospitals,  asylums,  and  almshouses  with  the 
effects  of  alcohol.  In  10  per  cent,  of  the  cases  it  is  the 
"principal  or  only"  cause  of  death,  in  23  per  cent, 
"accessory"  only.  In  lunatic  asylums,  however,  drink 
accounts  for  half  the  mortality. 

The  Modern  Valhalla.— At  the  Paris  Municipal  Council 
it  was  proposed  to  name  one  of  the  streets  of  the  capital 
after  the  late  Professor  Henri  Moissan. — The  Strasburg 
Council  has  decided  to  give  the  names  of  Pasteur  and 
Kirschleger  to  the  two  new  streets  near  the  "  Hospital 
Gate."  Pasteur  was  professor  of  chemistry  at  the  Stras- 
burg Faculty  of  Sciences  from  1849  to  1854,  and  married  the 
daughter  of  M.  Laurent,  the  Rector  of  the  Faculty. 
'Kirschleger  was  a  botany  professor  at  the  same  Faculty. 

Union  is  Strength. — The  General  Association  of  French 
Pharmacists  seems  to  steadily,  if  gradually,  gather  the 
"outsiders"  into  its  fold.  At  the  last  meeting  it  was  an- 
nounced that  the  syndicate  recently  formed  in  the  Hautes 
Alpes  Department  demanded  admission,  and  that  the  little 
Lozere  Department  had  re-formed  its  syndicate.  The  Pre- 
sident, M.  Vaudin,  added  that  the  Lorraine  Pharmacy 
Society  (which  belonged  to  the  Association  at  its  first  forma- 
tion) will  shortly  be  reaffiliated.  This  Society  asked  the 
Association  to  hold  its  1909  annual  meeting  at  Nancy,  as 
an  exhibition  is  being  organised  there. 

Shellac  Substitute. — A  factory  has  recently  been  estab- 
lished in  Paris  to  manufacture  from  certain  coal-tar  pro- 
ducts a  substitute  for  shellac.  This  occurs  in  two  forms, 
"benac,"  a  pale  amber-coloured  transparent  rosin,  and 
"  tonac,"  the  same  product  coloured  to  resemble  garnet  lac. 
These  resins  are  perfectly  soluble  in  alcohol,  and  in  the 
proportion  of  12  to  15  per  cent,  make  excellent  French 
polish,  which  can  be  used  when  cold.  Varnish  is  made  in 
the  proportion  of  1  to  5  of  spirit.    It  is  understood  that 


there  is  a  good  demand  for  benac  and  tonac,  and  one 
advantage  which  they  possess  over  shellac  is  that  they  make 
absolutely  transparent  solutions  free  from  tau. 

The  Academy  of  Medicine  held  its  annual  public  meet- 
ing last  week,  and  the  list  of  prize-winners  was,  as  usual, 
read  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings.  M.  A.  Balland,  the 
military  "principal  pharmacist"  (now  on  the  retired  list), 
whose  food-analysis  work  has  made  him  known  as  "the 
modern  Parmentier,"  was  awarded  the  60/.  Henri  Buignet 
prize  for  his  book  on  "  Aliments."  The  132/.  Louis  Boggio 
prize  was  taken  by  Dr.  Calmette,  of  the  Lille  Pasteur  Insti- 
tute, and  his  collaborator,  M.  C.  Guerin.  Dr.  Dopfer, 
assistant  professor  at  the  Val-de-Grace  School  of  Applica- 
tion of  Military  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  is  the  winner  of 
the  420/.  "  Adrien  Buisson  Prize,"  his  work  treating  of 
dysentery  and  its  serumtherapic  treatment. 

The  Registration  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Diploma. — 
The  sixteenth  article  of  the  Law  of  Germinal  provides  that 
the  qualified  pharmacist  shall  present  his  diploma  to  the 
Prefect  and  take  oath  before  that  official  "  to  exercise  his 
art  with  probity  and  fidelity."  This  practice  had  fallen 
into  disuse,  and  the  oath  was  abolished  by  law  a  few  years 
ago.  It  seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted  that  the 
abolition  of  the  oath  implied  the  inutility  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  diploma.  But  this  is  an  error,  as  a  pharmacist 
in  the  Land'es  district  recently  found  out  to  his  cost.  He 
had  sued  a  doctor  for  illegal  practice  of  pharmacy,  but  the 
Court  dismissed  the  case,  as  it  was  proved  that  the  date  of 
the  deposition  of  the  pharmacist's  diploma  at  the  Prefec- 
ture was  subsequent  to  the  date  when  he  commenced  pro- 
ceedings against  the  doctor.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the 
law  requires  every  pharmacist  keeping  open  shop  in  Paris 
to  address  a  certified  copy  of  his  diploma  to  the  Prefect  of 
Police;  and  in  the  Provinces  (1)  to  the  Prefect  and  (2)  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  local  civil  court  ("Greffe  du  Tribunal  de 
Premiere  Instance"). 


CanaNan  INem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


New  York  People  who  are  addicted  to  the  use  of 
cocaine  go  over  to  Canada  to  purchase  the  drug,  so  the 
Council  of  the  Ontario  College  of  Pharmacy  decided,  at 
their  meeting  held  on  December  6,  and  resolved  to  send  a 
strong  deputation  to  Ottawa  to  ask  the  Government  to 
forbid  the  sale  of  cocaine  except  on  the  order  of  a  qualified 
physician. 

Gaston  de  Wertheimer,  doing  business  under  the  name 
of  La  Compagnie  des  Medecines  Patentees  Franchises, 
73  St.  Denis  Street,  Montreal,  has  given  an  assignment  on 
behalf  of  his  creditors.  A  statement  has  been  filed  showing 
liabilities  $34,000,  but  the  actual  value  of  the  assets  has 
not  been  determined,  though  it  will,  it  is  thought,  approxi- 
mate to  the  amount  of  the  liabilities.  The  other  principal 
creditors  are  :  Rolland  Prefontaine,  $3,035 ;  Ed.  Moutet, 
$300  :  Dr.  H.  Jeannotte,  $700  ;  S.  C.  Forbes,  $8,808 ;  Chenal, 
Domlhot  &  Co.,  Paris,  $6,500;  M.  Ogilvie,  $8,500;  Eastern 
Townships  Bank,  $2,000  ;  O.  Constantineau,  $1,450. 

The  Retail  Merchants'  Association  of  Canada  opened 
their  third  annual  convention  yesterday  in  the  office  of 
the  Montreal  branch,  270  St.  Catherine  Street  East. 
Among  other  resolutions  adopted  was  the  following  : 

That  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  Dominion  Government 
to  enact  and  enforce  a  rigorous  law  to  protect  the  public 
from  impure  and  harmful  foods  and  drugs,  and  to  deal  with 
misleading  or  untruthful  designating  names  or  statement  of 
composition  ;  to  prohibit  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  any 
such  articles,  and  to  prohibit  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
any  compounds  purporting  to  lead  the  consumer  to  the 
belief  that  they  are  pure  and  wholesome  articles  of  food  or 
medicine  ;  that  the  Government  be  petitioned  to  establish 
standards  of  quality  for  all  spices,  condiments,  vinegars, 
baking-powders,  canned  or  preserved  meats,  vegetables  or 
other  foods,  and  medicines  sold  under  proprietary  or  trade 
names,  and  to  otherwise  enforce  the  intention  of  the  Food 
and  Drug  Act,  and  that  this  resolution  be  placed  before  the 
Dominion  Government. 
This  Association  comprises  all  the  retail  trades,  and  the 
drug-trade  is  one  of  the  most  prominent,  the  President 
(Mr.  A.  L.  Geen)  being  an  old  Belleville  druggist. 
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The  fullest  information  regarding-  the  Australasian  drug- trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Commonwealth. 

The  New  Tariff. — The  duty  on  cameras  and  magic 
lanterns  or  optical  lanterns,  including  lenses  and  acces- 
sories, 30  per  cent,  general  tariff,  25  per  cent,  preferential 
tariff,  was  reduced  on  and  after  December  12,  1907,  to  5  per 
cent,  general  tariff,  and  free  on  the  preferential  tariff. 

Victoria. 

Poison-bottles.  —  Mr.  Thomas  Whiffen,  Battersea, 
London,  replying  to  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria  in 
reference  to  the  similarity  of  bottles  in  which  strychnine 
and  citrate  of  quinine  are  sent  out.  stated  that  he  will 
endeavour  to  find  a  suitable  package  which  will  be  free  from 
any  such  resemblance  in  the  future. 

Western  Australia. 

Salvitis. — The  re-hearing  of  the  claim  against  the  pro- 
prietors of  Salvitis  for  loss  of  poultry  (see  C.  &  D.  Novem- 
ber 9,  p.  713)  took  place  on  October  13,  and  occupied  three 
days.  For  the  defence  it  was  contended  that  if  any  of  the 
plaintiff's  poultry  died  or  were  injured  after  eating  Salvitis, 
such  death  or  injury  resulted  from  the  carelessness  of  the 
plaintiff  in  neglecting  the  directions  on  the  box  or  from 
some  other  cause,  for  which  the  defendant  could  not  be  held 
responsible.  The  jury  awarded  the  plaintiff  225?.  damages. 
A  stay  of  proceedings  was  granted. 

New  Zealand. 

Pharmacy  Board.— No  election  took  place  for  the  Cen- 
tral Division  of  the  Pharmacy  Board,  as,  although  Mr. 
Geo.  Mee  retired,  the  only  nominations  were  Mr.  Geo. 
Bagley  (re-elected)  and  Mr.  F.  Castle.  The  new  member 
on  the  Board,  Mr.  F.  Castle,  is  a  well-known  Wellington 
chemist,  who  has  been  a  candidate  on  various  occasions. 
After  qualifying  under  his  brother.  Mr.  John  Castle,  they 
started  a  branch  business,  which  Mr.  F.  Castle  managed, 
in  Vivian  Street.  When  another  brother  entered  into  the 
profession  they  went  further  afield  and  bought  Mr.  Geo. 
Wilton's  business  in  Cuba  Street,  which  Mr.  F.  Castle  now 
manages.  Mr.  F.  Castle  was  President  of  the  Central 
Pharmaceutical  Association  1905  6,  and  is  Vice-President 
this  year. 

The  Use  of  Titles.— The  unauthorised  use  of  titles  or 
abbreviations  is  struck  at  by  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Police 
Offences  Act,  1884,  which  was  reported  on  October  2  from 
the  Joint  Statutes  Eevision  Committee  of  New  Zealand.  It 
is  made  an  offence  punishable  with  a  fine  not  exceeding  50/. 
to  use  without  the  written  authority  or  appointment  of  the 
Governor  any  sign  calculated  to  lead  other  persons  to  believe 
that  a  trader  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  Governor  or  any 
member  of  the  Governor's  family.  The  second  offence  is 
the  unlawful  use  of  a  personal  name  as  a  trade  name.  With- 
out permission  no  one  can  use  the  name  of  any  person  as  the 
name  or  part  of  the  name  of  any  animal,  ship,  building, 
institution,  article  of  merchandise,  or  other  thing,  or  any 
abbreviation  or  variation  of  the  said  name  sufficient  in 
common  usage  to  indicate  that  person.  Even  the  man's 
own  name  may  not  be  used  if  it  is  used  "  with  intent"  that 
it  may  be  mistaken  for  the  name  of  some  other  person.  An- 
other offence  is  the  imitation  of  court  documents,  so  that 
in  debt-collecting  the  foi;m  of  a  legal  document  from  any 
court  or  magistrate  must  not  be  copied.  It  is  also  an 
offence  to  use  publicly  in  connection  with  a  business,  trade, 
calling,  or  profession  any  written  words,  initials,  or  ab- 
breviation of  words  intended  or  likely  to  cause  any  person 
to  believe,  contrary  to  the  fact,  that  the  user  holds  a  degree, 
diploma,  or  certificate  granted  or  issued  by  any  university 
or  other  institution,  society,  or  association,  whether  in 
New  Zealand  or  elsewhere,  or  that  he  is  a  member,  asso- 
ciate, or  fellow  of  any  such  institution,  society,  or  associa- 
tion. 


Hmedcan  IRotea. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Joined  P.,  D.  &  Co. — Professor  Wilbur  L.  Scoville, 
formerly  professor  of  pharmacy  at  the  Massachusetts 
College  of  Pharmacy,  has  joined  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit. 

Coca-Cola  is  a  popular  American  soda  drink,  which  has 
at  different  times  been  declared  to  contain  cocaine.  Indeed, 
the  War  Department  ruled  it  out  of  all  Army  posts  and 
canteens  a  year  or  so  ago.  Now,  however,  the  ruling  has 
been  reversed.  A  chemist  of  the  Department  found  -that 
there  is  no  cocaine  in  the  product,  and  that  even  the  per- 
centage of  alcohol  is  very  small. 

The  Last  Word  in  Fountains. — The  William  B.  Riker 
&  Sons  Co.,  of  New  York  City,  has  added  another  store  to 
its  chain  of  thirteen  or  fourteen.  One  of  the  prominent 
features  of  the  newest  store  is  a  soda-fountain  which  cost 
the  marvellous  sum  of  $30,000,  and  which  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  and  most  beautiful  in  existence.  It  is  50  ft.  in 
length,  and  is  supported  by  twenty-eight  columns  of  solid 
marble  and  onyx.  Three  oil-paintings  ornament  the  back 
of  the  fountain. 

Ctjticura  and  Pharmacy. — The  Massachusetts  College 
of  pharmacy,  located  in  Boston,  has  recently  fallen  heir  to 
a  large  benefaction.  Mrs.  William  B.  Potter,  wife  of  the 
late  manufacturer  of  the  well-known  Cuticura  remedies, 
left  $50, COO  to  the  College  when  she  died  a  year  or  so  ago, 
with  the  proviso  that  the  institution  would  also  get  a  certain 
portion  of  the  residue  of  the  estate.  The  residue  has  now 
proved  larger  than  the  benefaction,  hence  the  surprising 
gift  of  $175,000. 

The  Food  and  Drucs  Act  has  brought  a  more  strict- 
enforcement  of  drug-standards.  In  Ohio  the  Food  and 
Dairy  Commissioner  has  recently  sent  out  a  notiee  to  the 
druggists  of  the  State  calling  their  attention  to  certain 
shortcomings,  and  declaring  that  prosecutions  would  follow 
■if  corrections  were  not  made  in  the  meantime.  Among  other 
things,  it  was  pointed  out  that  tincture  of  nux  vomica  and 
tincture  of  opium  had  occasionally  been  found  deficient  in 
alkaloidal  strength,  that  lime-water  had  been  found  to  be 
made  from  tablets  and  was  not  up  to  standard,  and  that 
some  druggists  were  still  using  obsolete  formulas  for  the 
preparation  of  tincture  of  iodine  and  spirit  of  camphoF 
instead  of  employing  the  last  edition  of  the  U.S. P. 

Co-operative  Trading.  —  Several  co-operative  enter- 
prises carried  on  by  American  druggists  seem  to  be  success- 
ful. The  Philadelphia  Wholesale  Drug  Co.,  comprising  200> 
druggists  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity  who  do  a  co-operative 
jobbing  business,  has  recently  been  compelled  to  make  ex- 
tensive additions  to  its  four-storey  building  in  Arch  Street. 
The  Wisconsin  Pharmacal  Co.,  composed  of  400  druggists 
throughout  the  State,  and  making  a  line  of  specialities  for 
counter-sale,  as  well  as  a  few  regular  pharmaceuticals,  has 
recently  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $10,000  to  $25,000, 
and  has  also  enlarged  its  facilities.  The  Calvert  Drug  Co., 
in  Baltimore,  which  supplies  goods  to  its  druggist  share- 
holders on  the  co-operative  plan,  reported  recently  at  the 
annual  meeting  that  the  accumulated  surplus  was  now 
greater  than  the  capitalisation. 

A  Sort  of  a  Parcel-post. — The  proposal  of  the 
National  Government  to  enact  a  parcel-post  law  has  for 
years  been  vigorously  opposed  by  druggists  and  other  retail 
merchants  throughout  the  country.  The  objection  is  that 
such  a  law  would  greatly  increase  the  competition  which  the 
country  merchant  suffers  from  the  great  mail-order  houses, 
who  post  and  ship  their  goods  to  the  remotest  sections  of  the 
country.  In  order  to  offset  this  opposition,  Postmaster- 
General  Meyer  proposes  to  give  the  country  merchant  an 
especially  low  rate  over  rural  delivery  routes  emanating 
locally  from  his  own  town.  In  such  cases  a  rate  of  5c. 
per  lb.  will  be  offered.  The  present  regular  rate  is  16c. 
per  lb.,  and  Mr.  Meyer  would  decrease  it  to  the  international 
rate  of  12c,  while  increasing  the  present  weight-limit  of 
4  lb.  for  a  single  package  to  the  international  limit  of  11  lb. 

The  Southern  Indian  Pasteur  Institution  at  Conoor, 
in  the  Nilgiris,  is  to  receive  an  annual  grant  of  Es.  500  fo» 

five  years  from  the  Mysore  Government. 
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Stamps  for  Medicines. — The  "  Pharm.  Zeitung's" 
■suggestion  that  the  German  Government  should  impose  a 
tax  on  secret  medicines  has  been  taken  up  by  "Deutsche 
Tagezeitung,"  which  estimates  that  if  this  were  established 
•on  the  same  basis  as  the  English  tax,  would  bring  in  ten 
to  fifteen  million  marks  a  year,  and  that  this  sum  could  be 
■considerably  increased  by  judicious  measures.  If  the 
estimate  is  right,  the  consumption  of  secret  remedies  is 
greater  in  Germany  than  in  Great  Britain. 

Contracts  Open. — The  Prussian  State  Railway  Direc- 
torates at  Berlin,  Bromberg,  Dantzig,  Halle-on-Saale, 
Hvonigsberg,  Magdeburg,  and  Stettin  invite  tenders 
for  the  following  materials  :  8,000  kilos,  of  plumbago, 
i8.760  kilos,  of  candles,  351,300  kilos,  of  soft  soap, 
59,600  kilos,  of  white  soap,  295,000  kilos,  of  calcined 
soda,  218,900  kilos,  of  dextrin,  220,000  boxes  of  matches, 
■34,000  boxes  of  polishing  cream,  and  132,900  kilos,  of  soap- 
stone  packing  (Talkliederung).  Sealed  tenders  must  be 
delivered  to  the  "  Rechnungsbureau,  1-4  Schoenberger  TJfer, 
Berlin,  W.  35,"  not  later  than  11  a.m.  on  December  28. 
Forms  of  tender  and  contract  may  be  obtained  at  the 
41  Zentralbureau  Zimmer  420,"  1-4  Schoenberger  Ufer, 
Berlin,  W.  35,  on  payment  of  6^d.  each  (not  in  stamps). 
Copies  of  the  conditions  of  contract,  etc.,  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  73  Basinghall  Street,  London,  E.C. 

German  Spirit  Monopoly. — The  "  Liberale  Korrespon- 
«denz  "  publishes  an  article,  said  to  emanate  from  well-in- 
formed  circles,  which  supplies  the  following  particulars  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  German  spirit  monopoly.  "  It  is  now 
fairly  certain  that  a  sort  of  intermediary  monopoly  is  con- 
templated. The  idea  of  buying  up  the  rectifiers,  purchasing 
the  raw  spirit  from  the  distillers,  rectifying  it  in  the  State 
refineries,  and  then  placing  it  on  the  market  at  higher 
prices,  exists ;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  the  costly  pro- 
ject of  buying  up  the  rectifiers  will  be  abandoned  in  order 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  new  loans.  In  this  event  the 
State  will  probably  only  act  as  agent  between  the  pro- 
ducers or  distillers  and  the  spirit-factories.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  State  should  buy  from  the  distillers  spirit  of  a 
■certain  strength  at  35m.  per  hectolitre,  and  sell  it  to 
the  rectifiers  at  190m.  to  200m.  per  hi.,  thus  obtain- 
ing yearly  some  230  to  250  million  marks.  It  is  anticipated 
that  spirit  used  for  technical  purposes  would  remain  un- 
taxed as  hitherto." 

A  New  Remedy  for  Diphtheria,  which  is  said  to  be 
even  more  effectual  than  antidiphtheric  serum,  is  described 
by  Prof.  Emmerich  in  the  "  Miinchener-Mediz.  Wochen- 
schrift."  It  is  called  "  Pyocyanase,"  and  is  a  by-product 
of  Bacillus  pyocyanevs,  formed  in  the  liquid  culture  of  this 
bacillus.  After  several  days  a  thick  bacteria  skin  forms  on 
the  surface  of  such  cultures,  and  sinks  when  the  culture  is 
shaken,  but  reforms  six  to  eight  times,  each  time  a  little 
thinner,  so  that  finally  some  50  grams  of  the  flaky,  viscous 
mass  collect  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  Prof.  Emmerich 
■observed  that  if  the  growth  is  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed 
the  bacteria  mass,, after  a  few  weeks,  disappeared  entirely, 
except  for  a  few  milligrams,  and  this  he  found  was  due 
to  the  influence  of  an  insoluble  enzyme  contained  in  the 
cells  of  the  bacillus.  When  the  cells  are  broken  down  this 
enzyme  migrates  into  the  culture  liquid  in  a  soluble  form — 
pyocyanase.  Further  experiments  showed  that  this  product 
not  only  destroys  the  cells  of  Bacillus  pyocy  uncus,  but  the 
germs  of  diphtheria,  cholera,  typhus,  plague  and  septic 
fever,  while  certain  other  germs,  especially  tuberculosis 
bacilli,  are  not  affected  by  it.  Clinically  pyocyanase  has  been 
tried  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  .disease,  and  the  trials 
proved  that  it  is  valuable  in  cases  of  diphtheria.  Septic 
inflammation  of  the  throat  is  cured  in  a -short  time  by 
pyocyanase.  Children  whose  cases  were  almost  given  up  as 
hopeless  showed  signs  of  improvement  on  the  second  day  of 
treatment,  and  soon  recovered  completely.  It  is  stated  that 
the  investigations  have  extended  over  seven  years. 


Colonial  ano  fovziQn  mews. 


Sunday-closing  in  Sicily. — Differences  as  to  the  Sunday 
closing  of  pharmacies  in  Palermo  recently  resulted  in  active 
disturbances.  Four  pharmacists  refused  to  agree  to  the 
proposed  Sunday  rest,  whereupon  all  the  others  closed  their 
pharmacies  and  issued  a  poster  announcing  that  this  was 
done,  as  a  protest.  All  the  pharmacists  then  assembled  and 
drove  about  the  city  in  sixty  carriages,  by  way  of  a  demon- 
stration. The  four  pharmacies  which  persisted  in  remain- 
ing open  had  to  be  guarded  by  the  police,  and  were  filled 
with  angry  customers  bringing  prescriptions  to  be  made  up. 

Inspecting  for  Love. — A  peculiar  situation  has  now 
been  created  in  Austria  as  to  the  question  of  the  remunera- 
tion of  the  inspectors  of  pharmacies.  Formerly  the  costs 
of  the  revision  had  to  be  borne  by  the  apotheker,  but  the 
new  Jaw  has  done  away  with  this.  For  the  present  the 
Government  has  chosen  the  simple  expedient  of  informing 
the  members  of  the  Revision  Commission  that  in  future 
they  will  not  be  paid  for  their  services,  ;  nd  leaves  it  to 
them  whether  they  wish  to  act  as  inspectoi  *  of  pharmacies 
without  being  remunerated  for  their  troub'e.  Should  any 
of  the  members  not  relish  the  idea,  then  the  revisions  are 
to  be  made  by  the  official  sanitary  officers. 

In  Switzerland. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Swiss 
Pharmaceutical  Society  the  proposal  recently  put  forward 
of  introducing  a  uniform  prescription-tax  throughout  Swit- 
zerland was  favourably  received,  and  further  elaboration 
has  been  entrusted  to  a  committee.  It  was  also  decided  to 
publish  formulas  for  the  preparation  of  substitutes  for 
many  well-known  specialities,  but,  departing  from  the  idea 
followed  in  Germany,  it  is  not  intended  to  put  these  up 
in  packages  ready  for  sale.  To  regulate  the  question  of 
discount,  a  commission  has  been  appointed  to  work  out  the 
form  of  a  contract  to  be  generally  introduced  in  dealings 
between  wholesalers  and  pharmacists. 

Trade-marks  in  Norway. — For  some  time  the  Nor- 
wegian Government  have  been  considering  the  question  of 
the  trade-marking  of  remedies,  and  recently  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  subject  by  the  registration  of  the  title 
"Vaselin"  on  the  part  of  the  Chesebrough  Manufacturing 
Co.  In  a  communication  to  the  Norwegian  Apotheker- 
verein,  the  director  of  the  medical  department  expresses 
himself  as  follows  : 

The  difficulties  which  already  exist  would  be  consider- 
ably increased  if,  in  Norway,  names  like  "  vaselin  " — which, 
being  included  in  the  Pharmacopoeia,  are  fixed  officially — ■ 
could  in  the  character  of  titles  for  certain  preparations 
constitute  a  monopoly  for  one  single  firm.  1  he  registra- 
tion of  certain  chosen  words  as  titles  for  remedies  involves 
a  whole  series  of  complicated  juridical  questions. 
The  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Justice. 

Russian  Items. — It  is  announced  in  the  journals  of  the 
Russian  Medical  Council  that  the  following  foreign  pro- 
prietary articles  are  admitted  into  Russia  for  sale  :  Vichy 
Co.  (waters  from  the  Reignier  spring)  ;  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.'s  formidine  and  powdered  extract  "  hamamelis " ; 
Bayer  &  Co.'s  Novorastirin  (all  for  sale  in  pharmacies  or 
pharmaceutical  stores)  ;  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  formidine 
capsules;  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  hemisine  (for  sale, 
but  only  on  prescription).  The  following  have  been  refused 
admission  :  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  acetanilide  tablets  and 
lactone  tablets;  M.  E.  Trauser's  rheumatism  and  gout 
remedy  (because  it  is  of  doubtful  composition). — The 
Schering  Chemical  Factories  Co.  (Moscow)  lost  212/.  in 
their  first  (1906)  working  year.  The  capital  is  30,000/.  ; 
but  the  Trampedach  Chemical  Factory  Co.  made  a  profit  of 
234/.,  the  Moscow  Chemical  Co.  (Farbwerke)  made  a  profit 
of  5,594/.,  the  Vinnitz  (Warsaw)  Chemical  Products  Co. 
lost  549/.,  and  the  Tenteleff  Chemical  Co.  made  a  profit  of 
15,919/. — According  to  the  "  Pharmatzevtitcheski  Journal," 
the  St.  Petersburg  Women's  Hospital  is  full  of  women  and 
girls  who  have  for  various  reasons  poisoned  themselves  with 
strong  acetic  acid.  In  the  Medical  Department,  says  the 
"  Novoe  Vremya,"  the  question  is  under  consideration  of 
suppressing  entirely  the  sale  of  acetic  acid  in  all  shops.  It 
has  become  the  favourite  poiaon  for  suicides. 
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Trade  Law. 

Price  Agreements.  -The  Court  of  Appea',  consist'ng  of  tl  e 
Lord  Chief  Justice  and  Lords  Justices  Buckley  and  Kennedy, 
gave  their  decision  on  December  18,  in  the  appeal  by  the 
National  Phonograph  Co.,  Ltd.,  against  the  decision  of 
Mr.  Justice  Joyce  in  their  action  to  restrain  the  Edison-Bell 
Consolidated  Phonograph  Co.,  Ltd.,  from  inciting  or  pro- 
curing any  persons  or  firms  who  had  entered  into  agreements 
with  the  plaintiffs  for  the  sale  of  their  goods  to  break  such 
agreements  to  the  detriment  of  the  plaintiff  company.  The 
action  was  virtually,  one  to  maintain  retail  prices.  The 
plaintiffs  in  selling  their  goods  to  retailers  required  them  to 
sign  an  agreement  to  the  effect  that  they  must  not  sell  at  less 
than  current  prices,  nor  to  dealers  on  the  plaintiffs'  sus- 
pended list.  The  respondent  company  was  on  this  suspended 
list,  and  they  procured  from  a  firm  of  wholesale  dealers  the 
plaintiffs'  goods  at  less  than  the  prescribed  retail  prices. 
The  matter  was  complicated  by  the  fact  that  one  Ell  procured 
the  goods  for  the  respondents  from  the  wholesale  dealers,  one 
Presland  acting  is  intermediary  between  the  respondent  com- 
pany and  Ell,  wao  signed  the  agreement.  Another  case  was 
put  in  evidence  vhere  two  persons  connected  with  the  respon- 
dent company  (  btained  the  plaintiffs'  goods  from  wholesale 
dealers,  after  s  igning  the  retail  dealers'  agreement.  The 
plaintiffs  compl  lined  that  the  defendants  in  their  action  did 
what  was  calculated  to  inflict,  and  had,  in  fact,  inflicted  upon 
the  plaintiffs  considerable  damage  in  their  business.  They 
particularly  emphasised  two  clauses  in  the  agreement  restrict- 
ing the  action  of  factors  of  the  goods,  which  clauses  they 
alleged  had  been  violated.    These  were  as  follows  : 

Clause  4. — Factors  must  not  sell  or  supply  or  place  on  con- 
signment, either  directly  or  indirectly,  Edison  phonographs 
or  parts  thereof,  records,  or  blanks  to  any  dealer  who  has 
not  signed  the  agreement  required  by  the  National  Phono- 
graph Company  (Limited)  governing  and  controlling  the 
sale  of  same,  ,nor  to  dealers  who  are  on  our  suspended  list. 

Clause  10. — Factors  violating  any  of  the  above  conditions 
.  .  .  may  be  at  once  cut  off  from  any  further  supply  of  goods 
and  placed  on  the  suspended  list. 

Mr.  Justice  Joyce  refused  the  injunction  asked  for,  but  the 
Court  of  Appeal  now,  after  considered  judgment,  allowed 
the  appeal  as  regards  the  factors'  clauses.  The  Lord  Chief 
Justice  stated  in  the  course  of  his  judgment  that  he  agreed 
with  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  that  there  was  no  contract  between 
retailers  and  the  plaintiff  company,  and  he  allowed  the  appeal 
solely  in  respect  of  the  conduct  of  the  defendants  with  the 
factors.  Lord  Justice  Buckley,  in  a  lengthy  judgment,  agreed, 
and  Lord  Justice  Kennedy  also  gave  a  learned  judgment  to 
the  same  effect,  in  the  course  of  which  he  dealt  very  fully  with 
precedent  cases  respecting  price-agreements. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Beecham's  Pills. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Thursday,  December  19,  Mr. 
Justice  Joyce  had  before  him  a  motion  in  the  case  of 
Beecham  v.  Prosser. 

Mr.  Younger,  K.C.,  for  the  defendant,  said  he  had  to 
ask  his  Lordship  to  discharge  an  order  made  in  Chambers 
refusing  to  order  the  plaintiffs  to  deliver  up  for  safe  custody, 
as  the  Court  might  direct,  specimens  of  all  varieties  and 
kinds  of  pills  alleged  to  have  been  sold  by  the  defendant, 
and  now  in  possession  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  also  refusing  to 
allow  the  defendant  to  take  samples  of  such  pills,  or  to  ex- 
periment with  the  samples,  with  a  view  to  analysis.  What 
he  asked  was  not  only  that  the  refusal  in  Chambers  should 
be  reversed,  but  an  affirmative  order  now  made.  Pro- 
ceeding, counsel  said  he  believed  this  action  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  brought  by  Messrs.  Beecham 
which  was  being  defended.  It  was  a  passing-off  action. 
The  plaintiffs  were  the  sole  proprietors  of  Beecham's  pills, 
and  they  manufactured  them  at  St.  Helens  and  elsewhere. 
The  defendant  was  a  chemist  and  druggist,  carrying  on 
business  at  various  places  in  Birmingham.  The  allegation 
was  that  the  defendant  had  sold  certain  pills  not  manu- 
factured _  bv  the  plaintiffs,  and  had  described  them  as 
Beecham's  pills.  It  was  said  that  on  certain  occasions  in 
May  last,  at  the  defendant's  premises  in  Spring  Hill  and 
Monument  Road,  Birmingham,  there  were  sold  as 
Beecham's  pills,  pills  which  were  not  manufactured  by  the 
plaintiffs.    The  defence  raised  a  number  of  points. 

His  Lordsfiip  :  Every  defence  has  been  raited  which 
could  possibly  be  invented.  (Laughter.) 


Mr.  Younger  said  the  substantial  defence  for  the  purpose- 
of  the  present  application  was  that  the  pills  sold  by  the 
defendant  were,  in  point  of  fact,  Beecham's  pills.  By 
Beecham's  pills  he  meant  pills  manufactured  by  the 
plaintiffs. 

His  Lordship  :  You  mean  purchased  from  Messrs. 
Beecham  or  their  agents  ? 

Mr.  Younger  said  that  was  so.  The  second  defence  was 
that  the  pills  which  were  sold  by  the  defendant  were  as- 
good  as  the  plaintiffs',  so  that  the  damages  alleged  by  the 
plaintiffs  had  not  been  sustained.  These  were  not  incon- 
sistent defences.  The  defendant  was  an  honest  man,  and 
he  believed  that  what  he  sold  were  Beecham's  pills.  Ha 
had  every  reason  to  believe  they  were.  If  they  were  not  he 
did  not  know  it,  and  he  said  they  were  as  good  as  the  plain- 
tiffs' pills. 

His  Lordship  :  I  am  not  to  try  the  issue  whether  the 
pills  sold  were  as  good  as  the  plaintiffs'.  The  plaintiffs' 
case  is  that  the  pills  were  sold  by  the  defendant  aa- 
Beecham's  pills. 

Mr.  Martelli  (for  the  plaintiffs)  :  I  am  afraid  I  am  not 
prepared  at  the  moment  to  withdraw  the  allegation  that 
the  pills  in  question  sold  by  the  defendant  were  inferior  to 
Beecham's  pills.    The  pills  were  inferior. 

His  Lordship  :  If  you  are  to  ask  for  damages  in  respect  of 
injury  to  your  reputation  under  that  head  it  raises  a  dif- 
ferent issue. 

Mr.  Martelli  :  On  the  question  of  damages  it  is  very 
material. 

His  Lordship  :  It  raises  a  separate  head  of  damages.  It 
will  make  a  great  difference  as  to  what  will  have  to  be  tried 
in  the  action. 

Mr.  Martelli  :  I  think  it  will  be  enough  for  the  plaintiffs 
to  say  that  the  pills  sold  by  the  defendant  were  not 
Beecham's  pills.  Of  course  there  are  other  answers  to  this 
motion. 

Mr.  Younger  said  the  question  still  remained  as  to  whether 
the  pills  sold  by  the  defendant  were  Beecham's  or  not.  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  on  the  motion  for  an  interim 
injunction  that  the  pills,  in  fact,  were  purchased  by  the 
plaintiffs  by  a  series  of  trap  orders.  They  sent  down  repre- 
sentatives to  buy  a  pennyworth  of  pills.  Certain  parcels 
of  pills  were  bought,  and  they  were  wrapped  up  in  little 
pieces  of  paper.  Defendant  wanted  to  have  the  pills 
which  it  was  stated  he  did  sell  identified,  so  that  there 
could  be  no  possible  mistake  as  to  what  was  sold. 

Mr.  Martelli  said  he  was  quite  willing  to  keep  the  pilta 
safe,  and  not  to  part  with  them. 

Mr.  Younger  said  if  the  plaintiffs  undertook  to  keep  the 
pills  safe,  and  distinct  from  other  pills,  that  would  bo 
sufficient.  Plaintiffs  had  a  considerable  connection,  and 
they  might  buy  pills  from  a  great  number  of  shops. 
Nothing  would  be  easier  than  to  get  pills  bought  from, 
say,  shop  A  mixed  up  with  pills  bought  from  shop  B.  The 
defendant  did  not  make  pills  at  all.  The  pills  sold  were 
taken  out  of  a  Beecham's  box,  which  was  purchased  from 
the  plaintiffs.  He  wanted  to  be  able  to  establish  that  the 
pills  the  plaintiffs  purchased  from  the  defendant  were  theis 
pills ;  that  could  only  be  done  by  analysis  and  experiments. 

His  Lordship  :  I  do  not  know  about  trying  experiments. 
I  am  not  going  to  order  anyone  to  take  the  pills.  (Laughter. )> 

Mr.  Younger  :  I  would  not  ask  your  Lordship  to  order 
anyone  to  undergo  such  an  ordeal.  (Renewed  laughter.). 
Concluding,  the  learned  counsel  stated  that  the  defendant 
was  an  extremely  good  customer  of  Beecham's.  Defendant 
himself  had  no  knowledge  of  the  actual  sales,  but  was  in 
the  hands  of  assistants. 

Mr.  Martelli  submitted  that  the  application  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  There  was  no  precedent  for  the  applica- 
tion, and  it  was  really  adding  another  defence  to  the 
already  numerous  defences  which  had  been  set  up  in  this 
action.  There  was  no  allegation  in  the  defence  that  the- 
pills  sold  were  of  the  same  ingredients  as  Beecham's  pills, 
and  it  was  only  for  that  purpose  that  analysis  could  be 
material.  Even  if  such  an  allegation  did  appear  in  the 
defence  it  would  not  help  the  defendant,  as  the  present 
application  was  irrelevant  to  any  issue  in  the  action. 

His  Lordship  asked  if  the  defendant  wanted  analysis 
only  of  the  pills  in  question. 

Mr.  Younger  said  that  was  so. 

His  Lordship  :  I  will  direct  the  motion  to  stand  over 
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until  the  trial.  The  Judge  at  the  trial  can  determine 
-whether  an  analysis  is  necessary.  The  costs  will  be  re- 
served. 

Action  for  Wrongful  Dismissal. 

.Before  Mr.  Justice  A.  T.  Lawrence  and  a  common  jury, 
in  the  King's  Bench  Division,  on  Friday,  December  13, 
Mr.  Charles  Silver  Thomas,  traveller  and  chemists'  man- 
ager, brought  an  action  against  Mr.  John  Haywood,  manu- 
facturer and  merchant  of  chemists'  sundries,  Castle  Gate, 
Nottingham,  and  Silver  Street,  London,  for  damages  for 
wrongful  dismissal.  The  plaintiff  set  up  a  three  years' 
agreement,  but  the  defendant  denied  that  he  engaged  the 
(plaintiff  in  the  way  alleged.  Mr.  Moyses  appeared  for 
the  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Crawford  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Moyses  explained  that  about  the  end  of  1905  the 
•defendant  employed  the  plaintiff  as  manager,  firstly  in 
Nottingham,  and  then  in  London.  The  terms  between 
•them  were  reduced  to  writing,  and  were  that  plaintiff's 
duties  were  to  commence  on  December  12,  1905  ;  he  was  to 
have  a  salary  of  21.  5s.  a  week,  and  at  the  end  of  the  first 
three  months,  which  was  a  probationary  period,  the  defend- 
ant was  to  say  whether  the  engagement  was  to  continue. 
When  that  time  had  expired  Mr.  Haywood  expressed  his 
entire  satisfaction  with  plaintiff's  services,  and  thereupon 
the  three  years  began  to  run.  The  plaintiff  continued  in  de- 
fendant's employment  down  to  November  28,  1906,  when 
he  returned  to  business  after  being  confined  to  his  bed  with 
illness.  He  was  then  given  three  months'  notice  in  writing, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  left  defendant's  employment. 
In  his  defence  the  defendant  raised  several  points.  He 
relied  upon  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  and  said  it  was  one  of  the 
terms  of  the  contract  that  he  might  determine  plaintiff's 
engagement  by  three  months'  notice.  He  also  pleaded  that 
the  engagement  was  determined  by  verbal  contract  when 
the  plaintiff  left  Nottingham  about  May  12,  1906,  entering 
his  service  as  manager  of  the  London  business  at  21.  5s.  per 
week,  subject  to  three  months'  notice  on  either  side.  The 
plaintiff  obtained  the  position  through  an  advertisement 
in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  in  September  1905.  The 
defendant  wrote  to  plaintiff  explaining  his  duties,  and 
mentioned  that  he  contemplated  turning  the  business  into 
a  limited  company,  and  if  he  liked  the  plaintiff  could  take 
shares.  The  words  of  the  written  agreement  were  that 
defendant  would  give  "three  months'  notice  of  the  wish 
4o  terminate  the  engagment  three  years  after  the  three 
•months'  engagement." 

Mr.  J.  D.  Crawford  submitted  that  on  the  words  of  the 
agreement  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  succeed,  and 
therefore  there  was  no  case  to  go  to  the  jury.  His  reading 
of  the  agreement  was  that  there  was  to  be  three  months' 
•trial,  and  then  three  years'  engagement  subject  to  three 
months'  notice. 

His  Lordship  said  the  case  had  better  go  to  the  jury  on 
the  question  of  damages,  and  then  he  would  hear  arguments 
directed  to  the  construction  of  the  document. 

Mr.  Moyses  said  his  client  had  only  earned  191.  10s.  since 
he  had  left  the  defendant's  employ.  Allowing  for  this  sum 
and  the  amount  he  would  have  received  if  he  had  continued 
in  defendant's  employ,  he  had  lost  1911. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Thomas,  the  plaintiff,  who  was  called,  said  he 
had  done  everything  he  could  to  get  work.  In  cross-exam- 
ination he  said  he  hoped  to  obtain  employment  at  the  turn 
of  the  year. 

The  jury  retired,  and  then  assessed  the  damages  at  141Z. 

Mr.  Moyses  proceeded  to  submit  that  on  the  correct 
reading  of  the  words  in  the  agreement  the  defendant  was 
hound  to  give  three  years'  employment — after  the  satis- 
factory termination  of  the  three  months'  trial — and  three 
months'  notice  was  to  be  permissible  after  the  expiration 
of  three  years'  service. 

Mr.  Crawford  replied  that  such  an  argument  would 
mean  that  the  defendant  had  to  employ  the  plaintiff  for 
three  years  and  six  months.  He  submitted  that  by  the 
proper  reading  of  the  agreement  the  engagement  was  to  be 
for  three  years,  but  terminable  by  three  months'  notice. 

His  Lordship,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the  agreement 
had  not  been  very  skilfully  drawn,  but  in  his  judgment  the 
term  "  three  months'  notice  "  was  a  term  of  the  document 
applicable  to  the  engagement  (three  years)  created  by  the 
document.    He  did  not  think  it  was  possible  to  read  it  as 


Mr.  Moyses  suggested.  It  seemed  that  this  really  was  an 
ordinary  form  of  arrangement  by  which  the  parties  agreed 
to  have  three  months  on  trial  and  then  three  years'  engage- 
ment, subject  to  three  months'  notice.  He  was  strength- 
ened in  that  decision  because  of  the  fact  that  a  bond  had 
been  given  as  guarantee  for  the  plaintiff,  the  giver  of  which 
was  to  be  able  to  terminate  his  liability  by  three  months' 
notice  to  the  employer. 

Judgment  would  therefore  be  for  the  defendant. 

SODASTREAM,   LTD.   V.  HaLLAM. 

This  action  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Parker,  in  the  Chan- 
cery Division,  on  Saturday,  December  14,  by  way  of  motion 
for  judgment.  It  was  an  action  to  restrain  infringement 
of  a  patent,  No.  18,435  of  1903.  Counsel  stated  that  there 
was  another  action,  which  Mr.  Justice  Warrington  had 
disposed  of  this  term,  by  the  same  plaintiffs  against  a  Mr. 
Davey,  and  in  these  two  actions  an  order  was  made  on 
August  8,  1906,  by  which  the  present  defendant  agreed  to 
be  bound  by  the  result  of  the  action  against  Davey.  The 
plaintiffs  had  recovered  judgment  against  Davey,  with  the 
usual  relief. — The  defendant  was  not  represented,  but  his 
Lordship  directed  judgment  to  be  entered,  subject  to  a 
consent-brief. 


Pliar.nacy  Act,  1868. 

Chemist  Fined  under  Section  17. 
At  Brighton  on  December  17,  before  the  Mayor  (Councillor 
Slingsby  Roberts),  Mr.  Chipperfield,  Alderman  Colbourne, 
Mr.  Martin,  and  Alderman  Sendall,  William  Herbert 
Hewett,  chemist  and  druggist,  52  King's  Road,  was  sum- 
moned at  the  instance  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for 
selling  cyanide  of  potassium  to  Alfred  Albert  Dennett,  a 
person  unknown  to  him,  and  not  introduced  by  some  person 
known  to  him.  Dennett  committed  suicide  with  the  cyanide, 
as  reported  in  the  C.  &  D.,  November  23,  p.  795. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Marx  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Donne  defended. 

Leonard  Edwin  Hewett,  chemist  and  druggist,  assistant 
in  the  employ  of  his  father,  proprietor  of  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Foster  &  Else,  at  the  above  address,  attended  on 
subpoena,  and  gave  evidence.  Mr.  Marx  asked  him  if  he 
knew  Dennett  when  he  came  into  the  shop,  and  witness 
replied  "  Yes."  On  receiving  this  answer,  Mr.  Marx  asked 
leave  to  cross-examine  Mr.  Hewett  as  a  hostile  witness  on 
the  ground  that  on  the  depositions  taken  at  the  inquest 
he  was  reported  to  have  said  he  did  not  know  Dennett, 
neither  did  he  know  his  name,  although  he  thought  he  had 
seen  him  in  the  shop  as  a  customer. — Mr.  Donne  opposed 
the  application,  and  argued  that  the  evidence  at  the  in- 
quest could  not  be  evidence  against  his  client. — The  Mayor 
said  Mr..  Marx  would  be  allowed  to  cross-examine.- — Wit- 
ness, replying  to  Mr.  Marx,  said  that  as  far  as  he  knew 
he  told  the  Coroner  that  he  knew  Dennett  by  seeing  him  in 
the  shop  two  or  three  times  before,  and  was  also  questioned 
about  what  he  had  said  at  the  inquest,  and  as  to  the  con- 
versation with  Dennett,  whom  he  refused  to  supply  at  first. 
Dennett  said  if  his  (witness's)  father  were  on  the  premises 
he  would  have  served  him.  From  that  witness  thought  he 
knew  his  father.  He  supplied  Dennett  with  1^  oz.  of 
cyanide.  Replying  to  Mr.  Donne,  witness  said  as  a  matter 
of  fact  Dennett  had  been  in  the  shop  before.  Witness  had 
seen  him  two  or  three  times,  and  knew  him  well  by  sight. 
The  fact  that  Dennett  said  witness's  father  would  have 
served  him  led  witness  to  think  his  father  was  acquainted 
with  him,  and  that  was  his  main  reason  for  letting  him  have 
the  poison,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  witness  himself  knew 
him  by  sight.  Witness  could  not  say  whether  or  no  his 
father  actually  knew  the  man. 

The  register  of  sale  of  poisons  kept  in  defendant's  business 
was  produced  to  show  that  Dennett  had  signed  as  "  A.  A. 
Dennett,"  but  had  given  no  address.  Mr.  Marx  put  in  two 
letters  written  by  defendant  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  in  which  he  admitted  there  was  a  tech- 
nical omission,  but  that  every  care  was  taken  to  find  out 
whether  the  poison  was  wanted  for  a  legitimate  purpose. 

After  a  lengthy  argument  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the 
transcript  of  the  shorthand  note  taken  by  the  Coroner's 
clerk  at  the  inquest,  Thomas  George  Williams,  clerk  in  the 
employment  of  the  Borough  Coroner,  who  took  the  short- 
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hand  note,  gave  evidence  of  the  fact,  whereupon  Mr.  Donne 
submitted  that  he  had  no  case  to  answer,  and  argued  that 
the  defendant  was  not  the  seller  as  defined  by  Section  17. — 
Mr.  Marx  having  replied,  the  Mayor  said  the  Magistrates 
thought  there  was  a  case  to  answer,  and  would  like  to  hear 
anything  else  Mr.  Donne  had  to  say. 

Mr.  Donne  said  that  under  those  circumstances  he  would 
submit  that  the  case  would  be  met  by  the  infliction  of  a  very 
small  penalty.  Defendant  was  a  very  respectable  chemist, 
carrying  on  a  large  business,  and  his  sun  had  every  reason 
to  believe  he  had  seen  the  man  Dennett  before,  and  that  he 
knew  his  father. 

The  Magistrates  inflicted  a  penalty  of  40.?.,  and  costs, 
with  1/.  Is.  advocate's  fee;  in  default,  fourteen  days'  im- 
prisonment. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Geound  Cassia. 
At  the  Durham  County  Petty  Sessions  on  December  11,  the 
charge-sheet  contained  a  case  in  which  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  of  Manchester  was  summoned,  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  in  respect  of  a  sample  of  ground  cassia. 
Mr.  B.  Scott  Elder,  chief  inspector  to  the  Durham  County 
Council,  asked  that  the  case  might  be  withdrawn.  The  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  had  sold  the  ground  cassia  to 
their  Newcastle  branch,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  Sherbum 
Hill  Stores.  The  article  was  found  to  contain  9.13  per  cent, 
of  extraneous  matter,  of  which  8  per  cent,  was  sand.  The 
Sherbum  Hill  Stores  were  protected  by  a  warranty  from  the 
Wholesale  Society,  and  they  in  turn  had  a  warranty  from 
the  firm  from  whom  they  obtained  the  goods  complained  of. 
The  case  was  accordingly  allowed  to  be  withdrawn. 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitee. 
At  Sheffield  Police  Court  on  December  12,  Amelia  Long- 
den,  shopkeeper,  of  Fitzmaurice  Road,  was  summoned  for 
selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  was  found  to  be  de- 
ficient in  ethyl  nitrite.  The  accused  undertook  not  to  sell 
sweet  nitre  any  more,  and  consented  to  pay  the  costs. 

At  Watford  on  Tuesday,  December  17,  Messrs.  Howard  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  High  Street,  Watford,  were  summoned 
under  Section  6  of  the  1875  Act  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  65  per  cent,  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite.  Mr.  E.  G.  Rush- 
worth  (inspector  under  the  Act)  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Kirby 
(Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby)  def ended. 

For  the  prosecution  Thomas  Stimson  stated  that  on 
November  18  he  bought  4  oz.  of  the  spirit,  and  was  served  by 
the  manager  and  paid  lid.  The  spirit  was  taken  from  a 
small  bottle  with  a  round  glass  stopper,  which  had  a  leather 
cap  round  it.  Gregory's  powder  was  bought  at  the  same 
time. 

The  inspector  stated  that  he  divided  the  drugs  in  the  usual 
way.  Mr.  Ekins,  county  analyst,  certified  that  the  spirit 
of  nitre  was  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite  to  the  extent  of  65  per 
cent.  Witness  told  the  manager  the  result  of  the  analysis, 
and  he  said  he  would  acquaint  Mr.  Griffiths.  That  gentle- 
man visited  witness  and  said  that  the  drug  was  just  as  he 
received  it  from  the  wholesale  house,  and  he  bought  it  in 
stoppered  bottles,  so  that  there  should  not  be  evaporation. 
Witness  pointed  out  that  the  deficiency  was  a  large  one.  In 
cross-examination  witness  stated  that  he  had  taken  samples 
from  defendants  previously  which  had  been  all  right.  His 
assistant  had  an  8-oz.  bottle,  and  the  purchase  was  sub- 
divided in  2-oz.  bottles. 

Mr.  Kirby,  for  the  defence,  said  that  he  could  not  dispute 
the  analysis,  but  he  would  show  that  the  defendants  did  all 
they  could  to  ensure  the  sale  of  the  drug  in  a  proper  con- 
dition. The  fact  was  that  the  Pharmacopoeia  standard 
was  so  high  as  to  be  impracticable  in  ordinary  retail  trade. 
The  defendants  obtained  the  drug  from  a  first-class  firm  of 
the  highest  repute  ;  it  came  in  stoppered  bottles  waxed  round 
the  stopper,  with  leather  caps,  which  were  tied  down  with 
string.  Could  they  do  more  to  ensure  that  the  public  got  the 
full  strength  of  the  drug  ? 

Stimson,  recalled,  said,  in  reply  to  the  Chairman,  that 
he  saw  the  manager  cut  a  string  round  the  leather  cap  over 
the  stopper  and  remove  the  cap. 

The  Chairman  :  That  is  an  important  point. 

John  Egbert  Griffiths,  manager  for  Messrs.  Howard  &  Co.. 
stated  that  the  firm  from  whom  the  spirit  was  purchased 
furnished  a  guarantee  that  all  their  drugs  should  satisfy 


the  requirements  of  the  Acts  and,  in  the  case  of  Pharma- 
copoeia requirements,  were  B.P.  strength.  He  described 
how  the  drug  was  received  in  properly  stoppered  4-oz. 
bottles.  The  drug  was  highly  volatile,  and  no  doubt  lost 
by  evaporation  when  the  inspector  was  dividing  it,  as  it  was 
put  first  into  an  8-oz.  bottle,  and  then  the  4  oz.  divided  into 
three  parts,  each  being  put  into  a  2-oz.  bottle. 

Richard  Ernest  Fancourt,  the  assistant  who  served  Stim- 
son, corroborated. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Bench  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  drug  was  not  up  to  the  Pharmacopoeia 
standard  at  the  time  it  was  issued.  The  difficulty  arose,  How 
was  a  chemist  to  protect  himself?  wnat  more  could  de- 
fendants do  than  they  had  done?  They  had  taken  all 
necessary  care.  To  test  the  drug  would  lower  its  standard. 
In  this  case  the  defendants  would  not  be  convicted,  but  they 
must  pay  the  costs  and  they  must  have  their  remedy,  if  they 
thought  they  had  one,  against  the  wholesale  house.  The 
Chairman  added  that  they  thought  the  case  was  properly 
brought. 


County  Court  Case. 

Tuepolene. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  December  12,  before  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  Messrs.  F.  W.  Holt  &  Sons,  trading 
as  the  Reliance  Lubricating  Oil  Co.,  19  and  20  Water  Lane, 
E.C.,  sued  Mr.  Arthur  Blake,  Wakering  Road,  Barking, 
for  101.  3s.  7>d.  for  oil  supplied  and  damages  for  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  a  contract  to  purchase  certain  turpolene.  Mr. 
Holt,  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  said  his  claim  was  for  47.  13s.  Zd. 
for  oil  supplied,  and  the  rest  was  for  damages  because  the 
defendant  had  abstained  from  ordering  eleven  barrels  of 
turpolene.  He  was  claiming  for  loss  of  profit.  Defendant 
admitted  owing  4/.  13s.  id.  He  had  agreed  to  take 
twelve  barrels  during  twelve  months,  but  there  was  a  dis- 
tinct understanding  that  the  whole  were  to  be  subject  to 
his  approval  of  the  first  barrel,  and  he  had  never  approved 
of  it.  His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for 
Al.  13s.  3d.  and  court  fees. 


Bankruptcy  IRcports. 


He  Percy  Wilfred  Ptjrdie,  1  Queen's  Road,  Wimbledon, 
Surrey,  Chemist. — The  receiving  order  in  thiscase  was  made 
on  December  7  on  a  creditor's  petition,  and  it  is  reported  that! 
the  debtor  has  left  England.  Since  then  the_ Official  Receiver 
has  been  in  possession  of  his  business  premises  under  an  in- 
terim receiving  order  dated  October  29.  The  lease  of  the 
premises  is  said  to  be  mortgaged  to  the  petitioning  creditor. 
The  debtor's  father  claims  the  household  furniture,  and  his 
claim  is  being  investigated.  _  No  statement  of  affairs  has  been 
lodged.  The  Official  Receiver  has  appointed  Mr.  E.  E. 
Barnes,  chemist  and  druggist,  as  special  manager  of  the 
business. 

He  James  Edward  Johnson  Johnson,  40  Idmiston  Road, 
Stratford,  Chemical-manufacturer. — The  creditors  under  this 
failure  met  on  December  18  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court, 
before  Mr.  G.  W.  Chapman,  Official  Receiver.  The  debtor 
carried  on  business  at  the  Crown  Works,  Marsh  Gate  Lane, 
Stratford,  under  the  style  of  Frank  Johnson.  In  June  1903  he 
purchased  the  business  as  a  going  concern  from  the  liquidator 
of  Johnson  &  Hooper,  Ltd.,  for  350/.,  and  took  over  the  stock 
at  a  valuation  of  about  1507.  The  failure  was  attributed  to 
want  of  capital,  sudden  stoppage  of  credit,  loss  on  the  trading, 
and  other  causes.  Mr.  F.  E.  Wright,  C.A.,  was  appointed 
as  trustee,  with  a  committee  of  inspection.  The  assets  are 
valued  at  between  4007.  and  4507.  and  the  liabilities  are  roughly 
estimated  at  4,4007. 


2>eeos  of  HrranGement. 


Bradbury,  James,  43  Richmond  Grove  East,  Longsight,  and 
76  Cromwell  Grove,  Levenshulme.  Manufacturing  Chemist. — ■ 
Trustee.  W.  F.  Morris,  C.A.,  100  King  Street,  Manchester. 
Dated  December  6;  filed  December  12.  Secured  creditors, 
7,0807.  15s.  4cl.  ■  liabilities,  unsecured,  1,8617.  lis.  lid.;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  3,0697.  lis.  4'7. 

Delbanco,  David,  trading  as  Delbanco  &  Co.  at  9  Mincing 
Lane,  London,  E.C.,  Merchant. — Dated  December  6 ;  filed 
December  11.  Liabilities  secured,  14,0907.  ;  unsecured, 
28,3147.;  estimated  net  assets.  11,3137.  Trustee:  William  B. 
Keen,  C.A.,  23  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.   The  following- 
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are  among  the  creditors :  Browne,  Jonas  &  Son  (700/.) ; 
S.  Figgis  &  Co.  (537/.) ;  Guedalla  &  Butcher  (550/.)  ;  Lewis  & 
Peat  (550/.) ;  W.  J.  &  H.  Thompson  (1,517/.)— all  of  London  ; 
H.  &  V.  Emmerik,  Hamburg  (6,383/.) ;  Mignot  et  Cie.,  Havre 
(1,854/.);  Manchester  Exchange  and  Investment  Bank 
<l,850/.j ;  Simon  Salis,  Manchester  (1,319/.) ;  J.  H.  Collignon, 
Rotterdam  (6,505/.);  G.  T.  Benton  &  Son  (30/.);  French  & 
Plucknett  (220/.);  Domschke  &  Co.,  Bahia  (66/.);  R.  Brousse 
ifils,  Bordeaux  (105/.) ;  Joh.  Goll  &  Sohne,  Frankfort  (257/.)  ; 
A.  Jones  &  Co.,  Liverpool  (250/.) ;  Frykberges  Handels  Act. 
Gesellschaft,  Stockholm  (124/.)  ;  bankers'  claims  (2,734/.). 

Johnstone,  John,  28^  Hylton  Road,  West,  and  63  Nora 
Street,  Sunderland,  Chemist  and  Druggist.. — Trustee,  W. 
Davison,  Junr.,  C.A.,  33  West  Sunniside,  Sunderland.  Dated 
December  9;  filed  December  10.  Liabilities,  unsecured, 
120/.  9s.  2d. ;  estimated  net  assets,  60/.  The  creditors  include  : 
Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  Birmingham  (6/.)  ;  Ayrton, 
Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (16/.) ;  Blake  &  Mackenzie, 
Liverpool  (3/.) ;  J.  Ismay  &  Sons,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (54/.)  ; 
Wilkinson  &  Simpson,  Ltd.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (6Z.) ;  New- 
castle Paint  &  Varnish  Co.  (5/.)  ;  Hall,  Forster  &  Co.,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne (3/.)  ;  W.  Rudland,  Sunderland  (3/.)  ;  W. 
Foggitt,  Thirsk  (3/.). 


©asette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Ceowther.  P.  A.,  and  Ceowthee,  J.  F.,  under  the  style  of 
the  Reliable  Artificial  Teeth  Co.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
manufacturers  of  artificial  teeth. 

Whitfield,  A.,  and  Cdsack,  M.  F.,  Manchester,  medical 
practitioners. 

The   Bankruptcy  Acts.   1883   and  1890. 

Receiving  Oedeb. 
Wheelee,  Louis,  Warrington  Crescent,  Maida  Vale,  W., 
doctor  of  medicine. 

Adjudication. 

Pusdie,  P.  W.,  Wimbledon,  Surrey,  chemist  and  druggist. 


IRew  Companies  ano  Company  IRcws. 


W.  Eveeitt,  Ltd.— Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares  (2,500  de- 
ferred). Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  an  analyst  and 
manufacturing  chemist  carried  on  by  W.  Everitt  at  Noi- 
wood  Wharf,  Southall.  The  first  directors  are  W.  Everitt 
(permanent  managing  director),  E.  Riley,  and  A.  C.  Claudet. 
Registered  office,  2  City  Road,  Finsbury  Square,  E.G. 

John  Gibson  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  4,000/.,  in  1/.  shares 
(2,000  10  per  cent,  cumulative  preference).  To  take  over  the 
business  of  a  chemical  manufacturer  and  merchant,  drysalter, 
and  size,  soap,  and  glue  manufacturer  and  merchant,  carried 
on  by  J.  Gibson  at  the  Medlock  Chemical  Works,  Commercial 
Street,  Manchester,  as  "John  Gibson  &  Co."  Registered 
office,  8  Commercial  Street,  Manchester. 

Oldham  Mutual  Supply  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  1.Q00/.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  T. 
Farrow,  J.  A.  Lawton,  J.  Simpson,  J.  Lindsay,  and  J.  Carter 
at  48  Union  Street,  Oldham,  as  the  "  Mutual  Supply  Co.," 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  drapers,  chemists,  &c.  The 
first  directors  are  T.  Farrow,  J.  A.  Lawton,  J.  Simpson,  and 
J.  Carter.    Registered  office,  48  Union  Street,  Oldham. 

W.  G.  George  &  Co..  Ltd.— Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of  embrocation-manufac- 
turers lately  carried  on  by  W.  G.  George  &  Co.  at  St.  Martin's 
House,  Ludgate  Hill,  E.C.,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  A. 
Greene,  and  to  carry  on  the  said  business  and  that  of  chemists, 
apothecaries,  druggists,  dispensers,  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  ointments,  liniments,  and  balsams,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are  J.  Nicol,  S.  E.  Ould,  and  F.  Thatcher. 

Ameliorated  Oil  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  50,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  oil  and  petrol  producers, 
manufacturers,  refiners  and  converters,  manipulators  of,  and 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in,  benzol,  alcohol,  spirits,  gas, 
acids,_  chemicals,  alkalis,  oils,  oleaginous  substances,  unguents 
and  ingredients,  etc.,  and  to  enter  into  two  agreements 
between  R.  Wynne  and  the  B.  W.  P.  Syndicate,  Ltd. 
Qualification,  100  shares.  Registered  office,  10  Serjeants' 
Inn,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 

Standardised  Disinfectants  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  1,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  _  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  manufacture  of  and  trade 
in  the  disinfectants  known  as  Sizolin  and  Pynose,  hitherto 
carried  on  with  India  by  J.  H.  Hope,  trading  as  "Hope 
Hartope  &  Co.,"  of  22  Billiter  Street,  E.C,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  disinfectants, 


chemicals,  and  chemical  compounds,  refiners  and  distillers  of 
tars,  oils,  and  acids,  etc.  The  first  directors  are  not  named. 
W.  Grimsey  is  the  first  secretary.  Registered  office,  22  Billiter 
Street,  E.C. 

O.  Murray  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  18,035/.,  in  10,000  prefer- 
ence and  8,000  "  A  "  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each  and  700  "  B" 
ordinary  shares  of  Is.  each.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business 
of  a  gelatin,  glue,  and  chemical  merchants  and  commission 
agents  carried  on  by  O.  Murray  and  A.  W.  Carter  at  53  Grace- 
church  Street,  E.C,  and  elsewhere,  as  O.  Murray  &  Co.,  and 
to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  said  vendors.  The  first 
directors  are  O.  Murray  (chairman),  A.  W.  Carter  (deputy 
chairman),  and  G.  C.  Taylor. 

"  Solspa,"  Ltd.— Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire  the  preparation  known  as  "  Solspa,"  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  A.  Sola,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  patent- 
medicine  manufacturers,  chemists,  druggists,  etc.  The  first 
subscribers  are:  A.  Beaver,  48  Leicester  Square,  W. ,  agent; 
A.  Coni,  19  St.  Edmund's  Terrace,  N.W.,  merchant ;  C.  Coni, 
The  Cottage,  Leigham  Avenue,  Streatham,  merchant;  J.  H. 
Field,  Dreustead  Road,  Streatham  Hill,  journalist;  A.  E. 
Wheatley,  26-7  South  Audlcy  Street,  London,  merchant; 
R.  C.  Empson,  47  Mark  Lane,  E.C,  advertising  agent;  and 
A.  Sola,  66  Finsbury  Pavement.  E.C,  merchant.  Registered 
office,  66  Finsbury  Pavement,  E.C 

Coopers,  Ltd.— Capital  1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
carry  on  at  124-126  Oldham  Road,  Miles  Platting,  Manchester, 
the  business  of  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  in  drugs,  chemi- 
cals, patent  and  other  medicines,  medicinal  and  chemical 
preparations,  wines,  spirits,  tobacco  and  cigars,  etc,  and  to 
adopt  an  agreement  for  lease  made  between  J.  Scott  and  W. 
Cooper.  The  first  subscribers  are :  W.  Cooper,  Thirlmere, 
Stamford  Road,  Audenshaw,  civil  engineer;  F.  Cooper, 
Thirlmere,  Stamford  Road,  Audenshaw,  assistant  overseer ; 
J.  P.  Cooper,  28  Highfield  Street,  Leicester,  traveller;  T.  P. 
Cooper,  88  Burlington  Road,  South  Shore,  Blackpool,  insur- 
ance and  estate  agent ;  T.  Nicholson,  18  Bedern  Bank,  Ripon, 
butcher  ;  Mrs.  H.  J.  Nicholson.  18  Bedern  Bank,  Ripon  ;  and 
Mrs.  M.  Cooper,  Thirlmere,  Stamford  Road,  Audenshaw. 
Registered  office,  126  Oldham  Road,  Miles  Platting,  Man- 
chester. 

Thomas  Powell,  Ltd.— Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Ob- 
jects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturers  and  vendors 
of  patent  medicines,  drugs,  surgical  instruments,  and  other 
goods  usually  dealt  in  by  chemists,  druggists,  apothecaries, 
or  surgeons,  carried  on  at  1  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars,  S.E., 
or  elsewhere,  as  "Thomas  Powell,  Ltd.,"  and  to  adopt  an 
agreement  with  the  said  old  company  and  its  liquidator. 
The  first  subscribers  are :  F.  W.  Powell,  1  Albion  Place, 
Blackfriars,  S.E.,  chemist;  J.  H.  B.  Powell,  Oak  House, 
Crawley,  surveyor;  B.  W.  Powell,  1  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars, 
S.E.,  secretary;  T.  A.  Piatt,  85  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C, 
advertising  agent ;  H.  Stone,  1  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars. 
S.E.,  clerk;  Miss  W.  B.  Powell,  Oak  House,  Crawley;  and 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Powell,  Elmdene,  St.  Mary  Cray,  Kent.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  F.  W.  Powell, 
B.  W.  Powell,  J.  H.  B.  Powell,  and  T.  A.  Piatt.  Registered 
office,  1  Albion  Place,  Blackfriars,  S.E. 


Electbolytic  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.  (Middlewich).— The  issue 
last  month  of  700/.  in  debentures  has  been  registered. 

G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.— The  directors  have  declared  the 
usual  dividend  at  the  rate  of  5^  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the 
preference  shares  for  the  half-year  ended  September  30.  The 
transfer-books  will  be  closed  from  December  18  to  Decem- 
ber 31. 

London  and  Hull  Soap  Works,  Ltd.— In  the  High  Court 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Justice  Parker,  sitting  for  the  disposal  of 
companies'  business,  had  before  him  a  petition  by  the  Humber 
Coal  Co.,  Ltd.,  a  judgment  creditor,  for  the  winding-up  of  the 
London  and  Hull  Soap  Works,  Ltd.  Mr.  Percy  Wheeler,  who 
appeared  in  support  of  the  petition,  said  the  company  passed 
an  extraordinary  resolution  in  October  last  to  voluntary  wind 
up  the  company,  and  appointed  Mr.  James  Arthur  Ellis!  secre- 
tary of  the  company,  to  be  liquidator.  The  petitioners'  case 
was  that  having  regard  to  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  company  some  independent  inquiry  and  investigation  into 
the  affairs  of  the  company  is  necessary.  Mr.  Buckmaster 
K.C.,  said  the  majority  of  the  creditors  opposed  the  petition! 
1  hey  were  in  favour  of  the  continuance  of  the  voluntary 
liquidation.  Mr.  J ustice  Parker  said  there  was  no  doubt  there 
was  a  case  for  investigation  with  regard  to  the  frauds  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  in  the  formation  of  the  company  He 
was  equally  satisfied  that  Mr.  Ellis,  the  liquidator,  was  a 
perfectly  competent  and  proper  person  to  conduct  that  in- 
vestigation. He  was  fairly  satisfied  that  the  majority  of  the 
creditors  did  not  desire  a  compulsory  liquidation,  and  he 
thought  their  wishes  might  prevail  on  this  occasion  against  the 
tact  that  there  were  powers  which'  could  be  exercised  under  a 
1  compulsory  liquidation  which  could  not  be  exercised  under  a 
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voluntary  liquidation.  Therefore  there  would  be  no  com- 
pulsory order  in  this  case.  The  petition  was  dismissed,  but 
without  costs. 

Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting  of  this  company,  at 
Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town,  N.,  on  December  17,  was  well 
attended,  many  of  the  shareholders  who  spoke  giving  as  a 
reason  for  being  present  their  desire  to  support  the  directors 
when  things  are  not  so  rosy  as  usual.  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris, 
M.P.  (chairman  of  directors),  presided,  supported  by  all  the 
other  directors  of  the  company.  In  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  report  and  accounts  (see  C.  &  D.,  December  14,  p.  892), 
Mr.  Idris  mentioned  the  adverse  influences  which  had  con- 
tributed to  placing  the  company  in  the  unprecedented  position 
of  not  being  able  to  pay  a  dividend  on  any  but  the  A  preference 
shares.  These  he  gave  as  primarily  and  mainly  the  cold,  wet 
summer,  and,  secondly,  higher  prices  for  raw  materials. 
Sugar,  ginger,  citric  acid,  coal,  fodder,  and  such  things  had 
been  dearer.  The  directors  had  resolved  not  to  touch  the 
reserve  fund,  holding  that  the  security  of  the  company  was 
more  important  than  dividends.  Taking  the  items  in  the 
balance-sheet  seriatim,  he  said  that  among  the  liabilities 
"sundry  creditors"  was  2,600?.  less  than  last  year,  and  the 
"benevolent  fund"  was  51?.  less;  while  the  "profit  for 
the  year"  was  1,751?.,  as  against  13,359?.  last  year.  Among 
the  assets  "  leasehold  and  freehold  properties "  showed 
2,279/.  more  than  last  year ;  "  businesses  and  sundry  invest- 
ments "  an  increase  of  342?.  ;  "  stock  in  trade  "  a  decrease  of 
1,752?.  ;  "  plant  and  machinery  "  increased  by  497?.  ;  and 
"sundry  debtors"  3,045?.  less  than  last  year.  Mr.  Adpar 
Jones,  having  seconded  the  motion,  Mr.  J.  Hick  in  a  general 
criticism  of  the  report  said  he  could  not  see  that  the  price  of 
sugar  had  anything  to  do  with  the  loss  of  profit,  and  if,  as  he 
understood  it,  the  company  had  borrowed  7,000?.  and  spent  it, 
he  could  not  see  where  the  profit  came  in  at  all.  Mr.  Young 
thought  some  particulars  should  be  given  of  the  profits  made 
at  the  various  branches,  and  he  would  like  to  be  assured  that 
the  directors  still  had  the  same  holding  in  the  company  as 
formerly,  in  view  of  the  fall  in  the  shares  reported  in  trade 
journals.  Replying  to  these  and  other  questions,  Mr.  Idris 
said  that  a  visit  to  Somerset  House  would  show  that  the 
shareholding  in  the  Idris  family  was  quite  as  large  as  ever  it 
was.  He  controverted  Mr.  Hick's  remarks  about  the  price  of 
sugar  and  said,  in  answer  to  another  question,  that  Chinaways, 
Ltd.,  was  a  subsidiary  company  of  Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  formed 
to  forestall  any  rival  from  appropriating  the  name.  Vikings, 
Ltd.,  is  also  a  subsidiary  Idris  company.  He  did  not  think 
it  wise  to  help  their  opponents  by  publishing  further  details  of 
branch  businesses,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Young.  In  answer  to 
Professor  Penberthy,  Mr.  Bishop  said  that  all  but  1,500?.  of 
the  74,000?.  put  down  to  "  businesses  and  sundry  investments  " 
was  in  negotiable  securities,  and  that  amount  was  reckoned  in 
the  present  value  of  the  sh  ares.  After  some  further  discus- 
sion, all  of  which  was  carried  out  in  an  amicable  spirit,  the 
motion  was  unanimously  adopted.  Messrs.  T  H  W  Idris 
M.P.,  and  "Mr.  William  T.  W.  Idris  were  re-elected  directors! 
and  the  auditors  were  re-appointed,  specially  hearty  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  directors  generally,  and  to  the  Chairman  in  par- 
ticular, concluding  the  proceedings. 


Business  Chances. 

Mr.  Chapman  has  opened  a  chemist's  business  in  new 
premises  at  105  Mitcham  Road,  Tooting,  S.W. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Leddra,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  shortly 
open  a  business  at  Fore  Street,  St.  Ives,  Cornwall. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cole,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Glaston- 
bury, has  taken  over  the  business  at  8  High  Street, 
Ponders  End,  N. 

Mr.  Walter  Walwin,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  re- 
moved to  more  central  premises  in  Southgate  Street 
(opposite  the  Bell  Hotel),  Gloucester. 

Mr.  S.  G.  H.  Long,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  removing 
from  457  High  Road,  Tottenham,  N.,  to  newly  erected 
premises  at  No.  506  in  the  same  thoroughfare. 

Mr.  P.  Fisher,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  A.  Harris,  carried  on  as  the  Red  Cross 
Pharmacy,  at  77  Royal  Hospital  Road,  Chelsea,  S.W. 

Messrs.  F.  D.  Phillips,  of  Haverfordwest,  and  L.  J. 
Meyler,  of  Milford  Haven,  are  opening  a  branch  pharmacy 
at  Goodwick,  Pern.,  in  partnership,  early  in  the  New  Year. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Farrer,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Stroud, 
has  taken  over  the  business  formerly  belonging  to  Mr. 
C.  B  .S.  Norton,  at  348  Gloucester  Road,  Horfield,  Bristol. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Davenport,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bromley 
(Kent),  has  removed  his  business  from  71  London  Road  to 


more  commodious  premises  at  No.  37  in  the  same  thorough- 
fare. 

The  fine  new  premises  which  Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  & 
Barclay,  Ltd.,  have  reconstructed  for  Messrs.  T.  H. 
Jenkins  &  Co.,  chemists,  at  Stone,  Staffs  (see  C.  <£•  D., 
November  2,  p.  684)  are  now  complete,  and  Mr.  T.  Saint, 
chemist  and  druggist,  the  proprietor,  is  busy  getting  every- 
thing in  order  for  the  Christmas  business. 


Btrtbs. 


Birnie. — At  363  Holburn  Street,  Aberdeen,  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  the  wife  of  James  M.  Birnie,  dispensing  chemist,  of 
a  daughter. 

Hallam. — At  Low  Moor  Road,  East  Kirkby,  on  Decem- 
ber 10,  the  wife  of  A.  E.  Hallam,  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 

Walker. — At  77  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas,  on  Decem- 
ber 15,  the  wife  of  Fred  Walker,  dispensing  chemist,  of  a 
son. 


m>arnaoes. 


Bisley — Gibson. — At  St.  Peter's  Church,  Brighton,  on 
December  12,  by  the  Vicar  of  Brighton  (the  Rev.  Canon 
Hoskyns),  Claude  Vivian  Bisley,  F.A.I. ,  P. A.S.I. ,  to  Ida 
Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C.S.  (member  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council),  and  Mrs.  Gibson,  Burlington 
House,  King's  Road,  Brighton. 

Marris — Lowrey. — At  Whitehaven,  Cumberland,  on 
December  17,  George  Wesley  Marris,  pharmaceutical 
chemist  (of  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb's  laboratory  staff, 
Liverpool),  to  M.  Lowrey. 


Deatbs. 


Cawley. — At  The  Tower,  Nutfield,  on  December  13, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Cawley,  proprietor  of  the  Nutfield  fullers'-earth 
works. 

Harding.— At  Eye,  Suffolk,  on  December  14,  after  a  long 
illness,  Mr.  Samuel  Jervis  Harding,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  fifty-nine.  For  twelve  years  Mr.  Harding  had  been 
manager  for  Messrs.  Gostling  &  Co.,  chemists,  and  he  was 
very  highly  respected. 

Hosking. — At  Southall,  London,  on  December  8,  Mr. 
Stanley  Hosking,  aged  thirty-one.  Mr.  Hosking,  who  died 
from  haemorrhage  after  but  a  few  days'  illness,  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Mr.  A.  H.  Buckett,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Penzance. 

Kerr. — At  37  Station  Road,  Harlesden,  N.W.,  on  Decem- 
ber 15,  Mr.  Thomas  Kerr,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty- 
eight.  Mr.  Kerr  had  carried  on  business  in  Harlesden  for 
many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  best-known  tradesmen  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

Lynn. — At  Bayswater,  W.,  on  November  27,  Mr.  Sam 
Lynn,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-one. 

Rutter. — At  Teddington  on  December  7,  Mr.  Edmund 
Yates  Rutter,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-two. 

White. — At  South  Norwood,  S.E.,  on  December  7,  Mr. 
Charles  Edwin  White,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty- 
seven. 


IReeent  Mills. 


Mr.  John  Thomas  Birkbeck,  of  Lincoln,  chemist,  who  died 
on  September  10,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  4,414?.  5s.  2d., 
with  net  personalty  752?.  2s.  Id. 

Mb,  Samuel  Green,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  60  Nunhead 
Lane,  Peckham,  S.E.,  who  died  on  November  7,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years,  left  estate  valued  at  1,946?.  9s.  6cZ.  gross  and  at 
1,580?.  3s.  td.  net. 


The  Japanese  Pharmacopceia. — A  German  translation  of  the 
third  edition  of  the  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia  as  appearing  in 
parts  with  the  title  "  Arzneibuch  fur  das  Japanische  Reich," 
which  has  been  translated  by  M.  Hirayama.  We  have  re- 
ceived the  first  part,  which  comprises  130  pages  and  takes  the 
monographs  up  to  Cerium  Oxalicum. 
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44  m>i\  Xescber  IRetires/' 

THE  simple  little  ceremony  which  took  place  at  the 
Mincing  Lane  drug-sales  on  December  5  was  one  of 
the  highest  compliments  that  are  paid  in  the  centre  of  the 
world's  commerce.  Here  men  come  unheralded  and  men  go 
unsung,  but  once  in  a  while  a  universal  favourite,  such  as 
Mr.  Harwood  Lescher,  is  the  means  of  breaking  the  silence, 
and  the  Godspeed  said  to  him  tells  that  he  has  done  well 
and  that  his  fellows  in  commerce  wish  him  well. 

There  may  be  no  premeditation  in  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Lescher  retires  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  year  in  the 
second  half-century  of  his  connection  with  the  British  drug- 
trade  ;  yet  it  is  so,  for  on  November  1,  1856,  he  was  formally 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Bickerton  Evans,  one  of  the 


Mr.  Haewood  Leschee,  Ph.C,  F.L.S.,  etc. 


senior  partners  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool, 
this  being  in  the  old-world  manner  of  the  City  of  London, 
and  the  master,  as  a  liveryman  of  the  Grocers'  Company, 
thus  gave  his  apprentice  entry  into  that  Guild  fraternity 
whose  rights  are  ancient  and  honourable.  At  that  time 
Frank  Harwood  Lescher  was  a  boy  of  fourteen  attending 
University  College  School.  He  had  been  born  on  July  25, 
1842,  fifteen  months  after  his  father,  Joseph  Sidney  Lescher, 
attended  the  historic  meeting  of  London  druggists  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  Fleet  Street,  on  April  15,  1841,  when  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  founded.  He  was  his  father's 
firstborn  son,  and  was  early  destined  to  take  a  place  in  the 
Bartholomew  Close  house.  His  apprenticeship  to  Mr. 
Bickerton  Evans,  as  has  been  said,  was  formal;  in  1856  he 
was  still  at  the  London  University  College  School  before 
finishing  his  education  at  Ushaw  College,  Durham, 
which  at  that  time  was  a  sort  of  Eton  for  young  gentlemen 
of  Catholic  families.  Mr.  Lescher  was  there  until  1859, 
where  he  received  much  Latin  and  more  Greek;  then  he 
returned  to  London  and  began  to  work  at  60  Bartholomew 
Close.  "  A  few  lines  in  Cassar  with  dear  old  Peter  Squire  " 
enabled  him  to  become  a  registered  apprentice  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  these  being  the  days  when  knowledge  of 
a  boy's  schooling  was  held  in  higher  estimate  than  his 
manner  of  answering  questions. 

At  the  time  when  Mr.  Lescher  began  his  round  of  the 
"  dries  "  and  "  wets  "  in  his  father's  business  the  firm-name 


was  Evans,  Lescher  &  Evans.  Even  then  it  had  historic 
interest  and  recalled  eighteenth-century  associations.  Mr. 
John  Evans,  the  founder  of  the  house,  belonged  to  an  old 
Montgomeryshire  family,  and  was  born  in  1786.  He  came 
as  a  young  man  to  London,  and  before  1820  was  with  the 
firm  of  Kempson  &  Hernon,  wholesale  druggists,  Snow 
Hill,  in  which  he  afterwards  obtained  a  partnership.  This 
he  left  to  become  a  partner  with  John  Stable,  jun.,  whole- 
sale druggist,  Lambeth  Walk.  In  1828  Stable  retired,  and 
Mr.  Evans  was  joined  in  partnership  by  Joseph  Sidney 
Lescher,  who  had  been  articled  in  1819  to  Jenks,  Wheeler 
&  Baildon,  wholesale  druggists,  grocers,  etc.  At  that  time 
the  business  was  in  Wood  Street;  later  it  was  removed  to. 
Cripplegate  Buildings,  and  in  1845  to  Bartholomew  Close. 
The  Liverpool  house  was  established  in  1833;  J.  Sidney 
Lescher's  interest  in  it  ceased  in  1835,  but  Mr.  John  Evans 
and  his  descendants  retained  an  interest  in  the  London 
house,  and  in  1902  both  houses  were  amalgamated  as  Evans. 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  A  "  tree  "  of  the  genealogy  of 
the  London  house  is  of  interest  at  the  present  time,  when 
Mr.  Lescher,  the  last  of  the  second  generation  of  the  asso- 
ciated families,  retires  : 


Kempson  &  Hernon 
(Snow  Hill) 
I 

John  Kempson 

Kempson,  Yates,  Parkinson,  Brown 
&  Roper 
I 

Kempson,  Yates,  Evans  & 
Parkinson 

t 

I 


John  Stable 
(27  High  Holburn) 
I 

John  Stable,  jun. 
(Lambeth  Walk* 
I 

Stable  &  Evans 
(Wood  Street* 

t 


Evans  &  Lescher  (1828) 
(John  Evans  and  J.  Sidney  Lescher) 
I 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Evans  (1845) 
(T.  Hilditch  Evans,  a  partner;  the  business  was  removed  from  Ciipple- 
gate  to  Bartholomew  Close  ;   1863,  John  Evans  retired  ;   1866,  F.  II 
Lescher  became  a  partner;   1870,  T.  H.  Evans  retired  and  H.  Sugden 
Evans  came  in) 

Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb  (187^) 
(E.  Alfred  Webb  became  a  partner  ;  Edward  Evans  took  t lie  place  of  his 
brother  H.  S.  Evans,  and,  later,  John  J.  Evans  took  his  father's  p!ace 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  (1902) 
(Great-grandsons  of  John  Evans  came  into  the  directc  rate,  it  eluding 
Harold  E.  Webb  in  London  ;  also  a  grandson  of  J.  S.  Lescher— viz.,  T. 
Edward  Lescher) 

Mr.  Harwood  Lescher  was  an  employe  of  Evans,  Lescher 
&  Evans  until  January  1,  1866,  when  the  firm's  customers 
were  informed  that  Mr.  Frank  H.  Lescher  was  that  day 
admitted  a  partner.  The  warehouse  at  that  time  was  a 
converted  private  residence  a  century  old,  and  the  clerical 
staff  consisted  of  two  men  and  a  boy.  In  1879  the  present 
palatial  premises  were  completed ;  they  have  been  added  to 
since,  and  a  few  weeks  ago  the  freehold  of  another  piece 
of  ground  in  the  Close  was  acquired,  which  will  enable  a 
requisite  extension  to  be  made.  The  company  own  the 
freehold  of  most  of  the  ground  upon  which  their  buildings 
stand.  Mr.  Lescher  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  Close 
since  59,  but  the  developments  have  been  more  remarkable 
than  the  changes.  In  forty  years  the  clerical  staff  has 
increased  tenfold,  and  the  thirty  clerks  of  to-day  have 
labour-saving  appliances  to  help  them  which  were  unknown 
in  the  'sixties.  This  is  an  index  to  the  progress  of  the- 
London  house,  and  what  follows  in  regard  to  Mr.  Lescher 
more  personally  is  an  endeavour  to  show  the  part  he  has 
played  in  building  up  a  connection  which  fifty  years  ago 
was  confined  chiefly  to  London  and  the  home  counties,  and 
is  now  spread  to  the  European  Continent  and  the  most  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  British  Empire — East  and  South. 

As  a  boy  Frank  Harwood  Lescher  had  a  liking  for  natural 
science,  fie  recalls  attendance  with  his  governess  at  a  series 
of  botanical  lectures  by  Professor  Robert  Bentley  at  the 
London  Institution.  This  was  when  he  was  ten  years  old. 
He  was  fond  of  gathering"  specimens  of  plants,  etc.,  but  it 
was  not  until  he  entered  Bartholomew  Close  and  got  time 
off  to  attend  "  Square  "  School  lectures  that  he  received  the 
systematic  instruction  which  he  desired.  This  was  in  th 
1861  session,  and  Mr.  Lescher  preserves  the  class  examina- 
tion questions  which  he  had  when  he  secured  the  medal  for 
botany  and  materia  medica.    He  passed  the  Minor  in  that 
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year.  He  went  through  every  department  at  Bartholomew 
Close,  and  speaks  yet.  of  the  help  he  had  from  the  heads, 
and  he  also  took  his  share  of  counting-house  work.  He  had 
every  inducement  to  concentrate  his  attention  on  the  com- 
mercial side  of  the  business ;  thus,  in  1863,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  freedom  of  the  City  of  London,  having  completed 
his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  T.  Bickerton  Evans,  and  in 
1866  he  became  a  partner  in  the  business ;  but  he  did  not 
neglect  his  text-books,  and  by  private  study  he,  on  June  17, 
1868,  passed  the  Major  examination  (Mr.  Carteighe  was 
one  of  his  examiners)  and  capped  this  by  carrying  off  the 
Pereira  medal  of  that  year.  In  1869  he  published  two 
students'  manuals,  which  were  exceedingly  popular — the  first 
being  a  guide  to  the  Modified  examination,  and  the  second 
and  more  important  "  The  Elements  of  Pharmacy,"  which 
constituted  a  guide  to  the  Minor  and  Major  examinations 
and  went  through  several  editions.  Mr.  Lescher  has  always 
(been  fond  of  writing,  and  he  writes  well.  We  daresay 
some  of  our  readers  can  recall  the  series  of  vivid  notes  which 
he  contributed  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  in  1871, 
under  the  title  of  "En  Vacance,"  and  signed  "  F.  H.  L." 
These  were  the  impressions  and  observations  recorded  by 
Mr.  Lescher  during  a  visit  to  France  while  the  German 
Army  was  still  in  the  country  and  all  the  horrors  of  war  had 
to  be  waded  through.  He  had  gone  there  on  business,  and 
his  itinerary  may  be  indicated  by  the  letters  which  we  pub- 
lished. The  first  instalment  was  "  detained  by  the 
Prussian  authorities,  who  only  let  us  have  them  just  as  we 
were  going  to  press."  We  add  to  the  places  and  dates  brief 
notes  of  the  impressions  and  observations  : 

Boulogne-sur-Mer,  Jan.  15.— Treatment  of  wounded ; 
•smallpox  prevalent ;  dispensing  in  France  only  by  chemists. 

Abbeville,  Jan.  20.—"  In  the  full  presence  of  war  "  with 
the  pharmacien  of  the  ambulance. 

Lille,  Jan.  25.— "  Ambulances  ...  a  harrowing  sight  ; 
effect  of  siege  of  Paris,  total  want  of  patent  medicines. 

Le  Havre,  Feb.  19.— Smallpox  in  hospital ;  use  of 
iodoform  (20  grains  in  S.V.R.  4  oz.)  ;  Kermes  mineral  as 
made  in  France  better  than  English.  Other  drugs  in  use — 
€.<7.,  codeia  gives  dreamless  sleep. 

Caen,  Feb.  28.—"  With  regard  to  the  question  that 
Sias  made  so  much  noise  of  late  in  England — viz.,  the  storage 
of  poisons  " — describes  Frerjch  method  ;  manufacture  of 
extracts  in  vacuo  and  washing  linen  in  vacuo. 

Rouen,  March  5. — Drug-trade  of  the  town ;  German 
organisation  good  ;  German  soldiers  used  musk  as  an  insecti- 
fuge. 

Rennes,  Bretaigne,  March  5.— French  pharmacy  and 
pharmacies;  wholesalers  and  retailers;  collection  of  can- 
tharides  near  Rennes;  "the  innumerable  horrors  of  real 
warfare." 

Le  Mans,  March  25. — "  Realities  of  war  strongly  brought 
home";  hotel  and  cafe  life;  calcined-magnesia  manufac- 
ture ;  inferior  drugs  in  France  and  imitations  of  Henry's 
magnesia  with  imitation  stamp,  etc. 

Nantes,  April  5. — "  Pharmacy  here  is  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing condition  "  ;  "  French  wholesale  druggists  .  .  .  serious, 
capable,  careful  .  .  .  endeavouring  to  save  enough  on 
which  to  retire  from  business." 

Hotel  de  Nantes,  Bordeaux,  April  18. — Pharmacien  and 
his  wife  whose  "  son  was  shot  dead  at  the  barricade  at  the 
rue  Druot."  May  12. — "  Several  very  important  wholesale 
drug-houses  in  Bordeaux  .  .  .  wonderful  specimens  of 
drugs  in  their  windows,  and  still  more  remarkable  objects 
inside  "  ;  descriptions  thereof. 

Toulouse,  May  20. — Pharmaciens  here  make  their  own 
preparations  ;  the  senna  and  other  drugs  preferred  ;  French 
sundries  poor  ;  openings  for  trade. 

Tours,  May  30.—"  What,  a  dull  city  this  has  now  be- 
come " ;  French  household  medicines ;  Continental  phar- 
macies recalled;  "the  hours  are  long,  but  the  work  is 
dawdled  over." 

Orleans,  June  5.—"  The  city  in  which  I  did  not  find  a 
single  new  pharmaceutical  idea  ;  the  Germans  had  not  left 
one  behind  them." 

Versailles,  June  15,  1871.—"  Very  little  new  to  be  said  of 
provincial  _  pharmacy  in  this  country  "  ;  pharmaceutical 
education  in  France  ;  contrast  of  French  pharmaciens  and 
English  pharmaceutists ;  _  drugs  favoured  by  French  phy- 
sicians with  remarks  on  cinchonas  ;  assistants  scarce  ;  wreck 
of  a  pharmacy  at  St.  Cloud. 

Paris,  July  15,  1871.— "  Pharmacy  here  takes  her  true 
rank,  and  her  votaries  and  followers  their  true  position  " 
how  to  introduce  a  new  specialite. 

Most  interesting  reading  "En  Vacance"  is  still,  and  the 
1871  series  was  not  the  only  one  that  Mr.  Lescher  con- 


tributed to  our  pages.  In  1883  an  international  exhibition 
was  held  at  Amsterdam,  and  in  addition  to  a  general  de- 
scription of  it  that  carried  evidence  of  the  pharmacy- 
lover's  mind,  Mr.  Lescher  contributed  to  the  C.  &  D.  an 
exhaustive  article  on  the  Cinchonas  at  the  Exhibition. 
"Nothing,"  he  said  then,  "is  more  interesting  than  the 
cinchona-barks  from  Java,  exhibited  by  the  Government 
from  the  Royal  plantations,"  and  after  describing  in  detail 
all  the  barks  and  their  contents  he  said:  "We  can  get 
nothing  finer  than  the  barks  of  the  seeds  collected  by  Charles 
Ledger's  faithful  servant  Manuel."  That  has  been  amply 
proved,  and  if  Ceylon  and  India  had  taken  the  hint  pre- 
viously given  also  by  J.  Eliot  Howard,  they  would  still  have 
been  competing  with  Java. 

We  mention  these  matters  not  only  to  illustrate  Mr. 
Lescher's  literary  disposition,  but  to  indicate  how  his  taste 
for  natural  science  grew  with  years.  They  show,  too,  that 
it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  heads  of  wholesale  busi- 
nesses do  not  require  the  highest  scientific  training ;  given 
good  business  ability  along  with  it,  the  combination  leads 
to  honour  and  success,  while  it  is  helpful  every  business  day. 
As  an  illustration  of  the  last  remark  we  have  Hawley's 
"  Counter-adjuncts."  The  origin  of  these  was  as  follows  : 
One  winter  night  in  1882,  beside  a  cosy  fire,  J  Mr. 
Lescher  and  his  partner,  Mr.  E.  A.  Webb  (like 
himself,  a  "Square"  man),  were  talking  about,  the 
changes  then  acute  in  retail  pharmacy,  and  the  demands 
these  might  make  on  wholesalers.  Store  trade  had;  just 
taken  a  name  to  itself,  and  already  the  old-established 
demand  for  bottled  castor  oil  was  extending  to  a  few  more 
articles  that  wholesalers  grudgingly  bottled  for  jtheir 
customers.  The  extension  of  this  demand  to  popular 
galenicals,  cough-mixtures, 
tonics,  and  the  like  was  a 
mere  question  of  time,  and 
the  conversation  referred 
to  anticipated  it.  The  con- 
clusion was  that  the  firm 
should  put  up  chemists' 
own  preparations  with 
their  names  on  the  labels, 
giving  first-class  prepara- 
tions, elegantly  put  up  and 
with  fine  labels,  so  as  to 
meet  store  competition. 
Every  chemist  knows  now, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  what  it  all 
means.  Mr.  Lescher's 
botanical  skill  was  called 
upon  in  designing  the 
labels  ;  the  idea  was  to  give 
an  exact  representation  of 
the  plant  where  possible, 
and  Mr.  Lescher  had  to  do 

the  designs  himself.  We  reproduce  one  of  the  earliest 
original  sketches,  without  the  natural  colours  he  gave  to 
leaves  and  flowers.  The  Counter-adjuncts  were  not 
introduced  until  1884,  almost  simultaneously  with  the 
first  edition  of  Mr.  Lescher's  "Recent  Materia  Medica,"  a 
book  about  new  remedies  (8vo,  100  pp.)  which  has  gone 
through  six  editions  (the  last  4to,  312  pp.),  and  which 
the  author  supplements  periodically  as  other  remedies  come 
out. 

Mr.  Lescher  is  still  on  the  bright  side  of  the  official 
retiring  age,  and  his  co-directors  in  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Ltd.,  do  not  want  him  to  retire;  but  he  has  con- 
fidence in  the  younger  generation,  and  wants  leisure  to 
devote  to  literature  and  art  before  he  retires  into  the  ranks 
of  old  men.  His  residence  at  Devonshire  Place  well 
reflects  his  artistic  tastes.  The  hall  and  dining- 
room  have  wrought  ironwork  of  much  beauty,  specially 
designed  for  him ;  the  drawing-room  is  devoted  to 
water-colours ;  the  dining-room  to  oil-paintings,  among 
which  are  worthy  of  notice  "  Highland  Horned  Sheep  in  a 
Snowstorm,"  by  C.  Jones;  "  Treport  Harbour  with  Angry 
Masses  of  Foam,"  by  Theo  Weber;  and  over  the  fireplace  a 
woman's  head  with  exquisite  Dutch  lace  ruff,  by  J.  _  H. 
Backer,  a  picture  by  whom  is  in  the  Wallace  Collection. 
Mr.  Lescher's  periodical  visits  to  Paris  kept  him  au  courant 
with  French  art,  and  he  rarely  missed  the  annual  "  Salon." 
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From  an  article  he  wrote  on  this  subject  in  the  "  Observer  " 
of  September  30,  1888,  we  take  the  following  extract  : 

The  classical  side  of  French  art  seems  to  have  disappeared, 
[  and  before  we  reach  the  extremes  of  the  Naturalists,  led  by 
;  Bastien-Lepage,  and  the  Impressionists,  led  by  the  late  E. 
'  Manet,  we  have  the  powerful  painting  of  such  masters  as 
Lhermitte. 

The  inspiration  of  these  masters  of  the  present  school  and 
■  their  delicacy  of  touch  and  brilliancy  of  colouring  strike  one 
j  in  every  room. 

One  of  the  gems  of  the  gallery  is  Jules  Breton's  "  Morn- 
i  ing."  The  rising  sun  illuminates  the  fields  and  cattle,  and 
the  hazy  distance  has  a  marvellous  transparency.  The 
\  silver  birches  of  Emile  Breton  seem  to  sway  in  the  wind,  and 
I  the  willows  to  move  their  branches  in  the  water  of  the 
'  running  brook. 

Mr.  Lescher  has  worked  freely  on  behalf  of  the  organisa- 
tions of  the  trade.  He  is  a  past  President  of  the  Drug 
Club,  and  an  active  member  of  the  Chemical  Section  of  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  For  that  body,  in  1890, 
he  gave  evidence  before  the  Commission  on  the  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act.  He  has  been  an  auditor  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  for  many  years.  He  is  interested  also  in 
insurance  problems,  and  has  been  a  director  of  the  Metro- 
politan Life  Assurance  Co.  for  twenty  years.  Besides  his 
connection  with  the  Grocers'  Company,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Musicians'  Company,  and,  as  one  of  its  past  Masters,  sits  on 
the  Court  of  Assistants.  The  portrait  which  we  give  dis- 
plays the  past  master's  badge  on  the  breast,  and  the  star  is 
that  of  Commander  of  the  Military  Order  of  Christ,  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  Lescher  by  the  King  of  Portugal  in  1880 
"  in  consideration  of  his  merits  and  qualities,  and  as  a 
testimony  of  the  Royal  favour." 


Scientific  progress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading-  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


A  New  Solanaceous  Alkaloid.— Willstatter  and  Heubner 
have  reported  a  new  alkaloid  found  in  the  leaves  of  Hyoscya- 
mus  muticus  ("  Berichte,"  1907,  3869).  It,  appears  to  be  a  tetra- 
methyl-diamino-butane  of  the  constitution 

N(CH3)2CH2.CH2.CH2.CH2.N(CH3)2. 

Bile  Acids  with  Albumen. -Worner  (D.R.P.  189,334, 
"  Chem.  Zeit.,"  1907,  537)  states  that  combinations  of  bile 
acids  with  albumen  can  be  produced  by  mixing  alkaline 
albumen  solutions  with  bile,  then  adding  an  acid ;  the  thera- 
peutically active  combination  is  precipitated.  If  casein  be  the 
albumen  employed,  a  5-per-cent.  alkaline  solution  of  it  is 
mixed  with  a  corresponding  quantity  of  pig'6  bile  and  the 
mixture  acidified  with  diluted  hydrochloric  acid,  stirring  all 
the  time.  The  precipitate  is  collected  on  a  filter,  washed  out, 
and  dried. 

Myrrh.— Friedrichs  has  examined  the  essential  oil  resulting 
from  the  steam-distillation  of  myrrh.  He  obtained  8.8  per  cent, 
of  essential  oil,  of  sp.  gr.  1.011,  optical  rotation  —73.86°,  and 
refractive  index  1.5359  at  20°.  The  acid-value  was  6.15  and 
the  ester-value  47.6.  The  free  acids  were  found  to  consist 
of  acetic  and  formic  acids.  A  solid  acid  melting  at  159°  was 
not  identified.  A  small  quantity  of  phenols  having  a  distinct 
cresol  odour  was  separated,  but  not  definitely  identified  ;  the 
chief  proportion  of  these,  however,  appears  to  be  meta-cresol. 
Cumic  aldehyde  and  cinnamic  aldehyde  were  isolated  ;  and 
on  saponification  of  the  esters  an  acid  of  the  formula 
CitH^Os  was  separated,  to  which  the  author  assigns  the  name 
myrrchollic  acid.  A  sesquiterpene  was  also  separated,  having 
a  refractive  index  1.5125,  to  which  the  name  "  heerabolene  " 
is  assigned.    It  yields  a  hydrochloride  melting  at  98°  to  99°. 

Vanillin  from  G-uaiacol.-Roesler  (D.K.P.  189,057, 
"Ph.  Zeit.,"  1907,  893)  states  that  the  action  of  hydrocyanic 
and  hydrochloric  acids  on  aromatic  phenols  and  phenolic 
ethers  for  the  production  of  oxyaldehyde  is  much  increased  if 
the  acids  are  not  allowed  to  act  directly  on  the  phenol  con- 
tained in  the  solution,  but  if  the  dissolved  phenol  is  absorbed 
by  kieselguhr  and  then  treated  with  the  acids.  The  reaction 
with  the  prussic  and  hydrochloric  acids  is  complete  within 
forty-eight  hours,  provided  the  aromatic  matter  is  liquid  or 
dissolved.  In  the  preparation  of  vanillin  from  guaiacol  on  this 
principle  he  treats  the  resulting  product  of  the  reaction  with 
100  to  150  litres  of  boiling  water,  then  filters  off  the  kiesel- 
guhr, and  washes  out  vanillin  and  unchanged  guaiacol  by 
means  of  ether.  The  vanillin  is  separated  from  the  guaiacol 
by  m«ans  of  the  bisulphite  reaction.  The  vanillin  thus 
obtained  is  re-crystallised  from  boiling  ligroin,  when  it  has  a 
boiling-point  of  80°  to  81°.  The  yield  of  vanillin  is  about 
70  per  cent,  of  the  guaiacol  used. 


patents  in  Hnstralia. 

THE  Commonwealth  House  of  Representatives  adjourned 
on  December  13  until  March  11,  1908,  consequently 
the  Bill  to  amend  the  Commerce  Act,  so  far  as  secret  medi- 
cines are  concerned,  will  have  a  rest  until  the  latter  date 
at  least.  There  will  therefore  be  ample  opportunity  for 
those  interested  on  this  side  to  prepare  for  the  campaign 
when  Parliament  reopens. 

We  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  a  visit  from  Mr.  H.  A. 
Woolnough  to  this  country  to  have  a  conversation  with  him 
regarding  the  position  of  affairs  in  Australia.  Mr.  Wool- 
nough has  been  in  business  in  Melbourne  for  many  years, 
and  was  President  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria. 
He  has,  however,  recently  given  up  his  connection  with  the 
retail  trade,  and  in  conjunction  with  two  well-known 
business  men  in  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  is  establishing  there  an 
agency  firm  to  deal  in  drugs,  sundries,  perfumery,  'etc., 
and  will  keep  a  staff  of  travellers  to  do  the  round  of  the 
States  and  New  Zealand.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Woolnough, 
an  Englishman  by  birth  and  an  English  pharmacist  by 
training,  is  here  to  arrange  for  agencies  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  his  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  Australian  market. 
He  has  watched  the  agitation  against  proprietary  medicines 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  assures  us  that  this  is 
not  backed  up  by  public  opinion,  except  in  so  far  as  a  few 
medicines  of  American  origin  have  been  advertised  out 
there  so  flagrantly  as  cure-alls  that  the  public  think  that  the 
Parliamentary  agitation  refers  to  these.  There  is  not  in 
Mr.  Woolnough's  experience  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  drug-trade,  or  medical  profession  to  compel  the 
manufacturers  of  every  proprietary  medicine  to  disclose  the 
formuhe.  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Labour  member  who  started 
the  matter  in  the  House,  is  known  to  hold  somewhat  ex- 
treme views  on  the  subject,  and  he  has  been  supported  by 
one  or  two  medical  members  of  Parliament;  while  Sir 
William  Lyne  has  considered  it  necessary  to  do  something 
to  conciliate  them.  There  is  no  doubt,  Mr.  Woolnough 
says,  that  Sir  William  is  perfectly  in  earnest  in  this  matter. 
Mr.  Woolnough  further  pointed  out  that  it  is  clearly  under- 
stood in  Australia  that  Sir  William  had  decided  upon  the 
principle  months  ago,  and  would  have  carried  it  into  effect 
without  further  legislation  had  he  not  been  legally  advised 
that  the  present  powers  are  insufficient. 

Asked  if  the  Bill  is  passed  how  it  will  affect  the  manu- 
facture and  the  sale  of  secret  medicines  in  the  individual 
States  of  the  Commonwealth,  Mr.  Woolnough  replied  that 
it  will  only  affect  medicines  actually  imported  from  abroad. 
A  regulation  prohibiting  the  importation  of  "preventives" 
was  enforced  three  years  ago,  but  it  has  not  diminished  the 
sale  and  use  of  them  in  the  slightest,  for  what  was  formerly 
imported  is  now  made  in  the  Colonies.  It  does  not  follow, 
therefore,  that  the  amendment  to  the  Commerce  Act  will 
be  absolutely  prohibitive,  so  far  as  internal  action  is  con- 
cerned. The  Legislatures  of  the  various  States  cannot  be 
compelled  to  pass  laws  to  the  same  effect  as  those  of  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament,  and  there  seems  at  present  to 
be  little  disposition  in  that  direction.  Sir  William  Lyne's 
Bill,  if  it  pass,  may  compel  the  formulae  of  proprietary 
medicines  to  be  placed  upon  the  containers,  but  it  does  not 
necessarily  follow  that  the  formulae  would  ever  get  known 
by  the  public.  For  example,  Beecham's  pills  could  be  im- 
ported in  barrels  and  chlorodyne  in  jars,  to  be  boxed  or 
bottled  in  the  Colonies  for  retail  purposes,  or  even  if  this 
were  objected  to  as  giving  away  valuable  secrets,  the  medi- 
cines could  still  be  compounded  in  Australia  without  dis- 
closing the  formulas  to  anyone. 

As  to  the  attitude  of  the  Australian  retail  and  wholesale 
drug-trade  on  this  formula  question,  Mr.  Woolnough  states 
that  it  has  not  been  much  discussed,  but  he  has  little  doubt 
that,  if  properly  gone  about,  an  organisation  might  be  got 
together  which  would  have  some  effect  upon  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

On  the  tariff  question  Mr.  Woolnough  is  not  in  the 
slightest  pessimistic,  for  with  its  settlement,  trade  pro- 
spects will  be  good  for  some  years  ahead  ;  he  is  confident  that 
the  business  relations  with  the  old  country  will  be 
strengthened  rather  than  weakened  by  the  new  tariff,  and 
that  the  coming  year  will  see  a  strong  forward  movement  in 
the  drug-trade. 
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prescription  problem. 


The  original  of  the  above  has  come  to  us  from  Cairo.  We  are 
setting  aside  three  copies  of  the  "Art  of  Dispensing"  as 
prizes  for  the  best  postcard  renderings  of  it  received  before 
December  27.  Locality  and  time  of  receipt  will  be  taken 
into  account,  and  our  awards  will  be  final. 


Gbe  Meefc's  poisonings. 

THREE  misadventures  and  seven  suicides  took  place 
during  the  past  week  with  poisons  sold  in  pharmacy. 
Ammonia  and  vitriol  were  each  taken  in  accidental  over- 
doses by  Mrs.  Maria  Frost  (76),  of  Chorlton-cum-Hardy, 
and  by  Samuel  Kirkpatrick,  of  Manchester,  respectively.  In 
the  case  of  Kirkpatrick,  a  fellow-workman  had  recommended 
him  to  take  from  4  to  6  drops  of  oil  of  vitriol  in  a  tumbler 
of  water  every  night  for  pains  in  the  back.  This  bottle  was 
labelled  "Poison"  by  Mr.  Bagshaw,  chemist,  Gorton,  and 
was  kept  in  the  deceased's  cupboard,  along  with  a  medicine 
obtained  from  a  chemist  (which  had  been  recommended  in 
a  newspaper),  and  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  intending  to  give  her 
husband  the  latter,  gave  him  a  teaspoonful  of  the  oil  of 
vitriol  instead.  The  foregoing  were  the  only  unscheduled 
poisons  implicated.  The  other  misadventure  occurred  at 
Todmorden,  where  the  victim  was  the  nine-months-old  child 
of  a  painter,  named  Hopkinson.  The  mother  of  the  child 
sent  to  a  chemist  for  a  bottle  of  infants'  preservative.  She 
gave  the  infant  two  doses,  and  the  following  morning  the 
child  died  in  convulsions.  Medical  evidence  gave  the  cause 
of  death  as  opium-poisoning,  "  the  result  of  taking  an 
overdose  of  a  patent  medicine."  "  These  soothing-syrups 
are  always  very  dangerous  to  children,"  remarked  Coroner 
Hill. — Thomas  Evans  (56),  a  Bedminster  labourer,  poisoned 
himself  with  belladonna-liniment;  while  William  Rowland 
Edwards  (36) ,  a  Ludlow  farmer,  took  a  solution  of  strych- 
nine.—Annie  Jackson  (40),  of  Salford,  and  Elizabeth 
Walker  (20),  of  Hartlepool,  each  committed  suicide  with 
carbolic  acid. — Prussic  acid  caused  three  deaths.  At  Edin- 
burgh, a  man  and  a  woman  were  found  dead  with  prussic 
acid  in  a  tumbler  near  by.  Henry  Eveleigh  (64),  of  Gower 
Place,  Euston,  poisoned  himself  with  prussic  acid  on  a 
doorstep  in  Taviton  Street. 


Chemists'  Winoows. 


A  Scenic  Window. 

Marshall's  Drug  Stores.  Ltd..  27  Fawcett  Street,  Sunder- 
land, have  at  the  present  time  a  very  effective  window- 
display,  with  scenic  effects,  which,  by  reason  of  the  season- 
able touch  and  realistic  appearance,  is  attracting  large 
crowds.  Mr.  Joseph  Marshall  supplies  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  how  the  window-display  was  produced  : 

Having  dressed  the  shelves  in  the  large  window,  we  pro- 
ceeded with  the  scenic  effects  by  laying  down  a  floor-cloth  of 
white  cloth  freely  sprinkled  with  magnesia  and  frost  to 
represent  snow.  After  this  a  large  ornamental  arch  was 
fixed  as  a  sort  of  proscenium.  Then  we  fixed  the  chief  part 
of  the  scene  (this  being  a  village  church  and  cottages  with 
transparencies  for  illumination  at  night).  The  background 
— painted  by  a  local  artist — represents  rugged  mountain 
scenery,  with  a  stormy  moon  appearing  through  the  clouds. 
When  illuminated,  the  high  lights  consist  of  blue  electric 
globes.   


Colleoe  Iftotes, 


The  South  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy  football 
team  played  the  School  of  Pharmacy  at  Acton  on  Decem- 
ber 4.  The  weather  was  distinctly  unfavourable,  and  a  hotly 
contested  game  resulted  in  a  win  for  S.O.E.  by  1  goal  to  nil.- 

Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy. — On  December  13  the 
students  of  this  school  visited  the  Gartsherrie  Ironworks  at 
Coatbridge.  Mr.  Christie,  chemist  at  the  works,  showed  the 
party  round,  and  in  a  lucid  and  interesting  manner  described 
the  smelting  of  the  various  ores  and  the  recovery  of  ammonia, 
etc.,  from  the  residual  gases.  The  excursion  was  much  en- 
joyed. 

Bath  and  West  of  England  College  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. — At  the  recent  competitive  examinations  at  this 
College  the  following  students  were  successful :  Mr.  A.  J. 
Shawyer,  silver  medal ;  Mr.  E.  W.  Thomas,  Remington's 
"  Pharmacy  "  (presented  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.  for  highest  aggregate  in  pharmacy) ;  elementary  section 
prize,  Mr.  R.  Shackell,  who  has  also  recently  passed  the 
City  and  Guilds  Matriculation ;  correspondence  dispensing 
prize,  Mr.  G.  G.  Barley,  London.  On  December  14  the  Bath 
College  of  Pharmacy  F.C.  met  the  Bath  Secondary  School  f>t 
home,  and  after  a  fast  game  won  by  2  goals  to  nil.  The 
scorers  for  the  College  were  Thomas  and  Thompson. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  Remington  prize  was 
won  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Marriott,  who  obtained  full  marks  at  the 
half-term  examination. — The  football  team  had  a  serious  re- 
verse in  the  last  match,  when  they  were  defeated  by  Leeds 
University  by  12  goals  to  nil. — On  December  14  a  supply  of 
flowers  from  the  British  Botanical  Association's  greenhouses 
and  a  number  of  fruits  were  examined  in  the  morning.  After 
lunch  a  trip  was  arranged  to  Collingham  Bridge,  many  in- 
teresting specimens  being  noted.  The  day  was  pleasantly 
concluded  by  a  seven-mile  walk  home  in  the  moonlight. 
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Observations  ano  Inflections. 

By  Xrayser. 

Joseph  Ince 

has  been  such  a  familiar  signature  in  English 
pharmacy,  and  his  writings  have  interested  and  benefited  so 
many  of  us  from  our  youth  upwards,  that  we  shall  all  find 
it  difficult  and  painful  to  realise  that  it  will  appear  no  more. 
Scarcely  any  present  reader  of  the  journals  of  pharmacy  can 
recollect  a  time  when  an  article  by  Mr.  Ince  was  not  of 
frequent  occurrence;  if  not  with  his  own  name  attached, 
written  in  a  style  which  made  that  formality  almost  super- 
fluous. For  fifty-four  years  he  contributed  notes,  essays, 
and  studies  to  the  journals  of  the  trade,  always  attracting  the 
reader  by  some  subtle  skill  in  stringing  his  sentences  to- 
gether, always  furnishing  food  for  thought,  and  never 
offending  the  most  sensitive.  It  was  truly  said  last  week 
that  Mr.  Ince  was  a  born  hero-worshipper.  Certainly  what 
•or  whom  he  admired,  he  admired  intensely.  But  he  lacked 
the  usual  complement  of  the  hero-worshipper.  He  was 
never  a  hater.  At  the  worst  those  who  did  not  excite  his 
enthusiasm  were  only  non-heroes.  He  had  not  only  a 
reluctance  to  wound ;  he  had  a  positive  horror  of  saying  or 
writing  anything  that  could  hurt  another.  To  this  charac- 
teristic may  be  attributed  the  curious  fact  that  among  the 
hundreds  of  his  contributions  probably  not  half-a-dozen 
could  be  found  which  could  be  called  controversial.  The 
limitation  of  his  topics  to  subjects  outside  trade  politics 
makes  his  fertility  all  the  more  remarkable.  Perhaps  the 
most  famous  of  his  essays  was  the  one  on 

Pharmaceutical  Ethics 

which  he  contributed  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1867  at  Nottingham.  This  is 
worth  recalling,  for  it  was  really  "  an  event,"  and,  besides, 
was  illustrative  of  the  ante-statutory  period  of  our  pharma- 
ceutical history.  The  Conference  was  in  its  early  youth  and 
was  rich  in  missionary  fervour.  The  good  men  who  founded 
that  organisation,  hoping  to  raise  the  moral  standard  of  our 
•common  crowd,  resolved  to  devote  one  of  their  sessions  to  a 
•discussion  of  pharmaceutical  ethics ;  and  they  selected  Mr. 
Ince  to  write  the  introductory  essay.  Among  those  who  took 
<part  in  the  subsequent  symposium  were  Messrs.  Bentley  (the 
President),  Giles,  Carteighe,  Schacht,  Stoddart,  Reynolds, 
(Rimmington,  and  Sutton,  and  they,  and  the  whole  country 
afterwards,  were  unanimous  in  praise  of  the  ability  with 
which  Mr.  Ince  had  dealt  with  his  subject.  Perhaps  no 
•paper  on  a  pharmaceutical  subject  has  ever  evoked  such 
general  applause.  We  all  felt,  I  suppose,  that  it  hit  our 
•neighbours  justly.  The  arguments  were  cleverly  presented, 
-and  were  undoubtedly  sincere;  but  from  what  I  have  known 
of  Mr.  Ince  in  later  years,  I  am  pretty  confident  he  would 
have  found  several  things  to  modify  in  his  essay  if  he  had  re- 
written it  twenty  or  thirty  years  later.  The  ethics  recom- 
mended to  pharmacists,  so  far  as  they  were  real  ethics,  were 
just  as  incumbent  on  everyone  else.  False  pretences,  men- 
dacious labels,  injustice  to  apprentices,  assistants,  or  com- 
'petitors,  are  immoral  by  whomsoever  perpetrated.  Still,  it 
•may  have  been  useful  to  direct  attention  to  the  applications 
of  these  laws  of  right  and  wrong  which  are  particularly 
possible  in  pharmacy.  On  the  other  hand,  to  call  a  shop  a 
pharmacy ;  to  insist  on  an  apprentice  being  acquainted  with 
Virgil  and  Euclid  before  being  indentured ;  to  join  a 
•society  ;  these  are  expediencies  or  matters  for  judgment,  not 
■ethics  at  all.  As  points  of  interest  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
in  this  address  of  forty  years  ago  "  the  adoption  of  low  and 
■ruinous  prices"  was  described  as  "degrading"  and  as  "  a 
■transparent  trade  mistake  " ;  on  early  closing  the  author  only 


exhorted  assistants  who  complained  of  long  hours  to  "  exer- 
cise consideration  "  towards  their  employers  ;  and  in  regard 
to  advertising,  after  an  impartial  review  of  both  sides  Mr. 
Ince  came  to  the  conclusion  that  "  the  right  use  of  advertise- 
ment is  not  contrary  to  the  true  observance  of  the  ethics  of 
pharmacy."  The  prejudices  indicated  by  these  quotations 
were  not  unnatural  to  one  who  may  be  said  to  have  been  born 
in  the  pharmaceutical  purple.  How  completely  he  grew  out 
of  all  these  early  prejudices,  how  broad-minded  and  sympa- 
thetic he  became  as  he  got  older,  all  who  knew  him  can 
testify,  and  the  story  of  his  life  proves. 

The  Liskeard  "  Horse  Doctor  " 

who  has  been  fined  under  the 
Veterinary  Surgeons  Act  for  using  that  title  has  shown  us 
that  the  Act  is  actually  more  comprehensive  than  it  was 
generally  supposed  to  be,  more  so  probably  than  the  Legis- 
lature intended.  The  corresponding  Acts  applicable  to 
medical  men  and  dentists  protect  certain  definite  titles — 
those,  that  is,  which  admit  to  the  respective  registers.  They 
do  not  prohibit  practice  by  unregistered  persons,  nor  does 
the  Veterinary  Surgeons  Act.  We  are  all  entitled  to  treat 
laminitis,  navicular  disease,  sandcracks,  and  other  diseases 
of  horses  if  the  owners  of  the  animals  choose  to  let  us.  But' 
the  penal  section  of  the  Act  is  so  curiously  expressed  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  for  us  to  announce  that  we  are  prepared 
to  undertake  such  treatment  without  incurring  liability  to  a 
penalty  of  201.  After  prohibiting  to  any  unregistered  person 
the  use  of  the  specific  titles  veterinary  surgeon  or  veterinary 
practitioner,  it  adds  "  or  any  name,  title,  addition,  or  descrip- 
tion stating  that  he  is  a  veterinary  surgeon  or  practitioner  of 
veterinary  surgery,  or  any  branch  thereof."  A  man  who 
calls  himself  a  horse  doctor  does  undoubtedly  state  that  he  is 
a  practitioner  of  veterinary  surgery,  and  so  he  would  if  he 
used  any  other  term  which  should  be  intelligible.  The 
College  consequently  gets  practically  the  power  to  monopolise 
veterinary  practice,  though  it  is  certain  that  Parliament 
never  intended  to  create  any  such  monopoly. 

The  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association 

have  been  con- 
sidering in  committee  the  system  of  advertising  adopted  for 
certain  unnamed  proprietary  medicines,  which  are,  however, 
sufficiently  indicated,  and  then  without  offering  any  reason, 
urge  all  chemists  throughout  the  country  "to  use  every 
legitimate  means  to  defeat  this  system  of  advertising."  It 
is  not  secret  medicines  in  general  which  this  Edinburgh 
Association  denounces ;  it  is  not  alleged  that  these  par- 
ticular secret  medicines  are  dangerous  or  even  useless. 
Either  of  these  positions  would  be  intelligible.  But  ap- 
parently it  is  only  the  new  system  of  advertising  adopted  by 
the  proprietors  of  these  compounds  which  is  thought  to  be  so 
objectionable  as  to  call  for  a  united  national  protest.  Of  the 
medicines  themselves,  of  their  origin,  of  their  owners,  of 
their  merits  or  demerits,  I  know  nothing.  But  the  advertise- 
ments are  open  to  anyone's  judgment,  and,  pending  enlighten- 
ment from  the  North,  I  confess  that  I  for  one  am  dull  enough 
not  to  perceive  anything  peculiarly  corrupt  about  them. 
Obviously,  whether  intended  or  not,  they  seem  likely  to 
work  for  the  benefit  of  chemists;  and  the  Edinburgh 
pharmacists  are  only  following  very  ancient  advice  if  they 
are  cautious  in  welcoming  the  Greeks  bearing  gifts.  But  it 
is  only  in  the  interests  of  common  fair  play  that  they  should 
be  asked  to  furnish  the  rest  of  us  with  an  outline  of  the 
reasons  which  compelled  them  to  assume  a  hostile  attitude. 

Sulphur  in  the  Stars. — Sir  Norman  Lockyer,  in  a  com- 
munication to  the  Royal  Society,  has  announced  the  discovery 
of  spark  lines  of  sulphur  in  the  "spectrum  of  Rigel.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  the  lines  have  been  traced  in  any  celestial 
spectrum. 
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"Sanitas  Disinfecting  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Crude  Disinfecting  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Special  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Disinfecting  Oil," 
"  Sanitas  Okol  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Bactox  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Creocide  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Soldis  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Pinos  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sanitas  Sulphugators," 
"'Sanitas  Formic  Sulphugators," 

"Sanitas  Formic  Lamps," 
"  Sanitas  Formic  Fumigators," 
"Sanitas  Drain  Testers," 
"Sanitas  Floor  Polish," 
Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
"  Sulphume,"  and  "  Burnet's  Smoke  Tests,' 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 


*' Saaltas ' '  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect  "  Book  sent  free. 


THE  "    ANITAS  "  CO..  LTD..  LONDON.  F. 


G.  S.  MUMFORD, 


FARRINCDON  RO., 
LONDON,  E.C< 


No.  FFinest  I'ure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

20/c*. 

Finest  Puro 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/d 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/„*J 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

19/  cwt. 

EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S. 
Purified.  Clean,  and  Dry 

9/  cv.  t.  | 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/c& 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 

(Toilet  purposes) 

18/cv?t.[ 

Finest  Compound 
IIQUORICE  POWDER 

/7&/101b. 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  c  wt,  ( 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/io  I 

Finest               j     f  / 1 
ARROWROOT       1     JLI  1D-  ) 

25  per  cent.  Discount  If  Casn  witn  Oraer. 

^  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices. 


Rankin  s  Ointment 

P.A.T.A.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. 


IBTell  got  up. 

Well  advertised. 

Pays  well  to  handle. 


SALE  RESERVED  TO  CHEMISTS  ONLY. 

PART  II.  POISON.      May  NOT  be  sold  by  unqualified  dealers. 


Special  terms  to  direct  Buyers,  and  liberal  supply  of  advertising  matter 
post  free  on  request  from 

RANKIN    &    CO.,  S^Tstcs!ut,cal 

KILMARNOCK,  N.B.  

"THE  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST"  SERIES. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS.  Price  10/- 

THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING.  Price  6/-, 

VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE.  Price  4/-, 
ELEMENTARY  DISPENSING  PRACTICE.  Price  3/6, 

PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTING.  Price  2/6, 

DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES.  Price  3/-, 

CUIDE  TO  PRELIM.  EXAMS.  Price  2/6, 

URINE  ANALYSIS.  Price  2/6, 

CHEMISTS'  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY.  Price  2/6, 

OPENING  A  PHARMACY.  Price  2/-, 


,  by  Post  10/6 
by  Post  6/4 
by  Post  4/4 
by  Post  3/9 
by  Post  2/9 
by  Post  3/3 
by  Post  2  9 
by  Post  2/9 
by  Post  2/8 
by  Post  2/2 


LUDDINGTON'S  OILS. 

For  lambing,  &c.    On  P.A.T.A;  1 

WINTER  DIP. 

We  can  quote  for  all  classes  :— Liquid,  Paste, 
or  Cake  ;  poisonous  or  non-poisonous. 

TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  Ltd.,  LINCOLN. 


FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES. 

The  titles  "Syr.  Hydrobrom."  and  "Syr.  Hydrobrom.  c  Strychnia" 

were  originated  by  us  in  the  year  1879  and  can  only  be  legitimately 
applied  to  FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES.  Legal  proceedings  wUJ 
be  instituted  against  any  firm  or  person  dispensing  or  offering  foir 
sale  fraudulent  imitations  of  FLETCHERS'  SYRUPS. 


SOLE  PROPRIETORS! 

FLETCHER.  FLETCHER  CSL  CO.,  Ld..  LONDON.  Ns 


lEbitoiial  Comments. 


Published  at  the  Offices  of  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, " 
LONDON,  MELBOURNE,  AND  SYDNEY. 


Lord  Kelvin. 

Sir  William  Thomson,  who  since  1892  has  been  Baron 
Kelvin  of  Largs,  died  at  Netherhall,  Largs,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  December  17.  This  distinguished  scientist  was  in 
his  eighty-fourth  year,  and  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
scholars  and  greatest  men  of  science  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  His  work  was  but  remotely  connected  with  phar- 
macy, which  may  account  for  him  not  being  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 
Nevertheless,  some  reference  to  the  man  and  his  work  is 
appropriate  in  these  pages,  seeing  that  his  exact  studies  of 
physical  phenomena  have  influenced  greatly  the  advance  o§ 
all  sciences.  Lord  Kelvin  was  the  son  of  Dr.  James  Thom- 
son, professor  of  mathematics  at  the  Glasgow  University, 
and  was  an  Irishman.  He  entered  Glasgow  TJniversity 
before  he  reached  his  teens,  and  thence  went  to  St.  Peter's 
College,  Cambridge,  from  which  he  graduated  as  Second 
Wrangler  and  First  Smith's  Prizeman  in  1845.  He  was 
immediately  made  a  Fellow  of  St.  Peter's,  and,  after  study- 
ing for  a  short  time  in  Paris,  in  1846  was  appointed  pro- 
fessor of  natural  philosophy  at  Glasgow,  a  position  which 
he  retained  until  1899.  Subsequently  in  1904  he  was  ap- 
pointed Chancellor  of  the  University.  Lord  Kelvin  was  an 
investigator  in  every  department  of  physical  science,  but 
his  name  is  particularly  associated  with  ocean  telegraphy, 
the  ship's  compass,  and  the  invention  of  physical  apparatus, 
especially  galvanometers,  electrometers,  and  other  elec- 
trical appliances.  While  he  steeped  himself  in  the  most 
abstruse  science,  he  also  "kept  a  shop"  in  so  far  as  he- 
started  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  scientific  instru- 
ments, especially  those  of  his  own  invention,  being  asso- 
ciated in  this  business  with  his  nephews.  As  a  writer  he  had* 
published  over  two  hundred  original  papers,  besides  many 
more  in  which  he  collaborated.  With  the  late  Professor 
Peter  Tait,  of  Edinburgh,  he  published  a  "  Treatise  on 
Natural  Philosophy,"  and,  although  the  original  design  was 
never  completed,  the  published  volumes  are  regarded  as- 
most  valuable  contributions  to  the  exposition  of  thermo- 
dynamics. His  professorship  in  Glasgow  was  a  great  factor 
in  making  that  city  one  of  the  most  important  engineering 
educational  centres  in  the  world,  and  his  classes  drew 
students  from  all  nations.  He  was  not  remarkable  as  a 
lecturer ;  but  the  laboratory  instruction  which  he  gave  and 
his  encouragement  of  research,  coupled  with  his  great 
knowledge,  made  his  chair  historic.    Lord  Kelvin  objected 
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to  science  being  divided  into  sections,  or,  rather,  he  opposed 
the  view  that  the  exponents  of  one  branch  of  science  should 
not  learn  from  those  engaged  in  other  branches.  This  par- 
ticularly arose  when  he  criticised  the  modern  geological 
view  as  to  the  age  of  the  earth.  From  physical  and  mathe- 
matical data  he  calculated  that  the  earth  is  not  nearly  so 
old  as  geologists  have  latterly  imagined  it  to  be.  We  have 
frequently  heard  from  his  lips  the  same  catholicity  as  to 
co-operation  when  he  addressed  a  chemical  audience;  thus, 
at  the  last  annual  dinner  of  the  Chemical  Society  he  spoke  of 
chemistry  being  simply  force,  and,  as  physics  is  the  study 
of  force,  chemistry  is  physics,  and  physical  chemistry  is  a 
redundancy.  On  another  occasion  he  put  his  atomic  theory 
into  a  nutshell  when  he  said  that  "  matter  is  force  localised 
in  space."  His  atomic  theory  is  that  the  universe  is  filled 
with  a  primitive,  perfect,  and  incompressible  fluid,  of  which 
in  itself  we  could  know  nothing,  but  of  which  portions 
became  apparent  as  matter  when  it  was  converted  by  a 
particular  mode  of  motion  into  vortex  rings.  These  rings 
are  the  protyle  from  which  all  material  substances  are  made 
up.  Fitzgerald  objected  to  this  conception  by  demonstrating 
that  if  more  than  six  vortex  rings  are  brought  together  they 
form  a  tangle,  therefore  that  atoms  or  molecules  of  vortex 
rings  are  impossible.  To  this  the  natural  reply  is  that  Fitz- 
gerald's vortex  rings  are  made  up  of  matter  and  exist  in 
matter,  while  the  ring  of  Kelvin's  conception  is  frictionless 
fluid.  Although  chemists  have  not  accepted  Kelvin's  theory 
(its  acceptance  or  rejection  is  immaterial  to  science)  it  is  a 
useful  contribution  to  the  origin  of  things,  and  helpful  to 
those  who,  like  himself,  could  never  dissociate  Force  from 
a  Divine  creator.  In  a  parallel  manner  to  his  estimate  of  the 
age  of  the  earth  Lord  Kelvin  calculated  the  size  of  the 
molecule.  Imagine,  he  said,  a  globe  of  water  six  inches  in 
diameter  magnified  to  the  size  of  the  earth,  and  its  mole- 
cules in  the  same  proportion ;  then,  when  the  drop  becomes 
a  world,  the  individual  particle  will  be  about  the  size  of  a 
small  shot,  certainly  not  larger  than  a  football.  He  was 
strongly  opposed  to  latter-day  deductions  from  experiments 
with  radio-active  materials,  and  was  somewhat  con- 
temptuous of  J.  J.  Thomson's  electrons,  to  which  he  re- 
ferred as  "  chipped  atoms."  Neither  of  these  phenomena 
fits  in  with  his  atomic  theory,  and  they  seemingly  upset  the 
balance  of  cosmos ;  but  his  attitude  was  rather  that  of  a 
counsel  with  watching  brief  than  that  of  a  strenuous  oppo- 
nent. His  advice  was  to  stick  to  the  old  theories  until  they 
are  proved  to  be  wrong,  and  not  to  reject  them  in  favour  of 
something  new  and  startling  that  appears  from  inconclusive 
experiment  or  imperfect  observation.  He  was  essentially  a 
teacher  of  teachers,  and  not  a  popular  lecturer.  Even  skilled 
physicists  found  it  difficult  to  follow  him ;  yet  there  were 
attractive  phases  in  his  speech,  and  the  "  hirple,"  or  limp, 
in  his  walk  drew  sympathy.  This  limp  is  a  legacy  of  his 
early  enthusiasm  for  curling.  He  broke  his  leg  twice  on 
the  ice,  and  a  third  time  it  had  to  be  re-broken  to  secure  a 
better  "  mend."  Socially  Lord  Kelvin  was  a  charming  man, 
and  innately  modest.  The  honours  of  the  world  had  been 
heaped  upon  him,  and  a  few  years  ago  a  portrait  of  him 
was  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Academy  in  which  he  was 
covered  with  orders,  j  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  Lord  Kelvin 
abhorred.  His  mod_esty  in  regard  to  such  matters  was 
coupled  with  equal  humility  in  respect  to  his  achievements 
in  the  regions  of  the  unknown.  If  ever  there  was  a  man 
whose  intellect  penetrated  into  the  darkest  and  deepest 
corners  of  knowledge  and  science  it  was  William  Thomson. 
Yet  in  1896,  on  the  occasion  of  his  jubilee  as  a  professor,  he 
said  : 

One  word  characterises  the  most  strenuous  of  the  efforts 
for  the  advancement  of  science  that  I  have  made  during 


fifty-five  years,  and  that  word  is  failure.  I  know  no  more  of 
electric  and  magnetic  force,  or  of  the  relations  between 
ether,  electricity,  and  ponderable  matter,  or  of  chemical 
affinity,  than  I  knew  and  tried  to  teach  fifty  years  ago  in  my 
first  session  as  professor. 

This  pathetic  acknowledgment  of  failure  is  perhaps  un- 
warranted. Lord  Kelvin  knew  as  well  as  anyone  that  there 
are  some  theories  we  cannot  know.  His  knowledge  was 
essentially  that  of  things  we  see.  He  had  the  power  to 
take  these  things  and  put  them  to  newer  uses,  to  advance 
our  knowledge  of  natural  phenomena,  and  in  these 
achievements  he  has  benefited  mankind.  He  was  ranked 
by  many  as  having  the  greatest  intellect  on  earth — a  foolish 
saying,  at  the  best,  but  tolerable  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
all  intellectual  men  of  his  time  revered  him. 


Nicotine  Insecticides. 

When  dealing  with  the  production  of  nicotine  from  duty- 
free tobacco  we  promised  to  show  the  importance  of  this 
industry  so  far  as  the  manufacture  of  horticultural  insecti- 
cides and  sheep-dips  is  concerned.  It  is  well  to  recall  the  fact 
that  denatured  duty-free  tobacco  is  also  permitted  to  be  used 
in  making  insecticides.  One  form  of  the  denatured  tobacco 
is  made  by  adding  to  every  100  lb.  of  dry  leaf  tobacco  15  lb. 
of  common  salt,  10  lb.  of  blue  vitriol,  and  2  lb.  of  oil  of 
turpentine.  Then  there  is  "hop  powder,"  composed  of 
75  lb.  of  finely  powdered  tobacco,  28  lb.  of  sulphur,  5  lb. 
of  asafetida,  and  3  lb.  of  sago  flour  (added  for  "  ear-mark- 
ing" purposes).  Insecticides  are  not  restricted  to  sheep- 
wash  and  hop-powder.  There  is  also  a  fumigant.  This  is  a 
compound  of  100  parts  of  snuff,  10  of  ground  hellebore, 
18  of  saltpetre,  6  of  asafetida,  4  of  cayenne,  2  of  lamp- 
black, and  10  of  sago  flour.  The  last  and  latest  approved 
insecticide  is  an  "  extract  "  which  must  contain  30  per  cent, 
of  soap.  The  manufacture  of  this  is  going  ahead. 
Until  1904  extracts  for  insecticide  purposes  were  not 
recognised  in  the  annual  return  of  the  Government 
Laboratory,  but  the  number  of  samples  submitted  rose 
from  eight  in  1904  to  eighteen  in  1907.  The  insecticide 
manufacturers  do  an  export  trade.  To  show  that  their 
businesses  for  home  consumption  and  export  are  increasing, 
we  may  say  that  1,644,780  lb.  of  home-made  tobacco 
refuse  was  operated  upon  in  1905-6,  and  the  quantity  rose 
to  1,813,319  lb.  in  1906-7 — an  increase  of  10  per  cent.  Com- 
pared, however,  with  the  quantity  of  tobacco  "offal"  pro- 
duced in  the  tobacco  factories  last  year — viz.,  7,045,124  lb. — 
the  fact  that  only  25  per  cent,  of  this  was  utilised  in  the 
insecticide  bonded  factories  shows  the  capabilities  of  exten- 
sion that  this  particular  branch  of  chemical  industry  offers. 
The  above  figures  include  the  quantity  used  by  the  nicotine 
manufacturers,  and  we  are  unaware  of  any  statistics  show- 
ing the  extent  of  the  trade  of  each  description.  The  Customs 
compel  the  same  conditions  as  to  bonding  in  making  insecti- 
cides as  in  making  nicotine,  and  exercise  similar  precau- 
tionary measures.  For  example,  in  order  to  prevent 
confusion,  "wet  insecticides" — washes  and  extracts — can- 
not be  made  at  the  same  time  with  "dry  insecticides"— 
pow^lers — unless  the  manufacture  is  conducted  in  separate 
compartments.  Another  precaution  is  the  prior  approval  of 
all  the  ingredients,  and,  of  course,  the  subsequent  approval 
of  the  mixture  when  made.  Refuse,  and  even  the  bags, 
must  be  destroyed.  Crown  locks  are  put  on  the  store  con- 
taining the  approved  ingredients  for  fear  of  substitution. 
It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  all  the  tobacco  refuse 
which  enters  an  insecticide  factory  is  relieved  of  the  tobacco 
duty,  so  that  the  various  powders,  etc.,  are  produced 
cheaply.  Pure  tobacco  juice  is,  however,  obtained  by 
manufacturers    from  the  roll  presses.     Great  pressure 
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blackens  tobacco  and  causes  juice  to  exude.  This  juice 
is  made  from  duty-paid  tobacco,  hence  the  Revenue 
authorities  exercise  no  surveillance  over  it.  As  in  nico- 
tine manufacture,  so  in  insecticide  production,  London 
and  round  about  Liverpool  are  the  only  two  places 
where  the  industry  is  carried  on.  The  British  Tobacco  Co., 
Ltd.,  possess  a  nicotine  factory  near  Arctic  Road,  Bootle, 
owned  by  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Co.,  where  insecticides  are 
made.  Messrs.  Cope  Bros,  and  the  two  "  Morgan's  Floors" 
are  factories  in  Liverpool  for  the  same  purpose.  In  London 
Messrs.  Whiffen's  warehouse  at  Battersea,  the  Tobacco 
Juice  Manufactory  in  Millwall  Docks,  and  Fogg's  Wharf, 
Shad  Thames,  are  the  places  where  nicotine  is  produced. 


A  Chemists'  Union. 

We  have  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Johnson,  12 
Tennant  Avenue,   Streatham   Hill,   S.W.,   regarding  a 
scheme  which  he  has  initiated  to  form  a  union  or  guild  of 
registered  chemists  and  druggists  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  their  legitimate  trade,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  recognise  and  support  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  an  educational  and  examining  body.    Mr.  John- 
son is  himself  a  registered  chemist,  but  has  been  connected 
with  the  wholesale  trade  for  some  years.    He  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  goodly  part  of  the  grievances  of 
chemists  is  due  to  their  not  making  the  most  of  their  quali- 
fication, and  he  considers  that  they  will  not  have  better 
times  until  they  come  to  an  agreement  among  themselves  as 
regards  certain  matters,  such  as  prices  and  hours  of  closing. 
He  instanced  the  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of 
medical  men  to  secure  more  adequate  remuneration  for 
public  appointments.    As  far  as  we  can  gather,  it  is  some- 
thing on  trade  union  lines  that  Mr.  Johnson  would  like 
chemists  to  adopt ;  but  he  is  purposely  somewhat  nebulous 
in  regard  to  the  scheme,  although  he  suggests  something 
sufficiently  comprehensive  to  embrace  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  the  CD. A.    He  urges  that  an 
endeavour  should  be  made  to"  reorganise  the  whole  trade  for 
our  common  preservation  and  advancement."  Mr.  Johnson 
has  spoken  to  about  two  hundred  chemists  in  regard  to  his 
idea,  and  at  a  preliminary  meeting  a  group  of  twenty  con- 
tributed a  sovereign  each  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  pre- 
liminary propaganda.    It  is  proposed  to  hold  a  meeting  in 
London  as  soon  as  the  matter  can  be  arranged,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  distinguished  public  man  unconnected  with 
pharmacy  will  take  the  chair.    The  nebulous  nature  of  the 
proposals  excludes  anything  in  the  shape  of  criticism,  but  it 
may  at  least  be  said  that  any  project  which  is  to  appeal  to  the 
thousands  of  chemists  in  Great  Britain  must  be  bold  and 
original,  and  not  merely  something  that  will  say  "ditto" 
to  the  existing  organisations.    A  circular  which  has  been 
issued  is  not  assuring  on  the  latter  point. 


The  "C.  &  D.  Diary,"  1908. 

This  week  we  have  completed  the  despatch  of  the 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1908  to  our  subscribers, 
and  all  on  the  Continent  and  in  the  British  Isles  whose  sub- 
scriptions are  actually  in  force  should  have  received  their 
copies  by  now.  The  home  diaries  have  been  despatched  by 
the  Globe  Express,  Ltd.,  but  in  some  cases  by  parcel-post 
direct.  Carriage  has  been  paid  to  destination,  and  sub- 
scribers should  accordingly  have  received  their  copies 
without  charge.  As  we  are  willing  to  refund  any  local 
charge  which  may  have  been  made,  we  shall  be  glad  if  in 
such  cases  subscribers  will  advise  us,  when  we  will  refund 
the  amount  uaid.  Each  copy  of  the  Diary  contains  a 
coupon  entitling  the  recipient  to  participate  in  competi- 


tions for  ten  guineas  in  prizes,  which  will  be  awarded  to 
subscribers,  or  any  members  of  their  families  or  staffs. 
We  trust  that  this  will  result  in  a  keen  and  interesting 
competition.  Card  A  is  for  answering  five  questions  in 
regard  to  the  advertisements  in  the  Diary,  and  Card  B 
calls  for  suggestions,  limericks,  or  any  appropriate  re- 
ference to  the  Diary. 

Christmas  Boxes. 

A  number  of  circular  letters  have  been  issued  this  month  by 
wholesale  houses  connected  with  the  drug-trade  in  regard  to 
Christmas  boxes,  all  of  them,  except  one,  intimating  that  the 
firms  do  not  permit  their  employes  (buyers  or  other  members 
of  their  staffs)  accepting  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  present 
from  any  firm  doing  business  with  them.  The  exception  is 
a  house  indirectly  connected  with  the  drug-trade,  which 
has  given  the  staff  permission  to  open  a  Christmas-box 
fund,  and  appointed  an  employe  treasurer.  It  has  inti- 
mated the  fact  in  a  printed  circular,  pointing  out,  how- 
ever, that  giving  or  withholding  donations  will  in  no  way 
influence  business.  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Prevention  of  Corruption  Act,  recall  the 
fact  that  in  October,  1902,  they  issued  the  following  state- 
ment, to  which  they  still  adhere  : 

The  interchange  of  gifts  between  friends  at  Christmas  is 
a  time-honoured  observance,  and  one  that  has  much  to  com- 
mend it,  but  the  system  of  making  presents  in  connection 
with  business  is  open  to  grave  objections,  and  is,  we  think, 
a  practice  to  be  deprecated.  As  we  have  in  the  past  made  a 
few  such  presents,  we  prefer  thus  early  to  state  our  views, 
and  to  inform  our  customers  and  their  employes  that  we  do 
not  intend  in  the  future  to  distribute  Christmas  gifts.  We 
hope  that  our  decision  in  this  matter  may  not  be  miscon- 
strued or  thought  unfriendly.  We  desire,  moreover,  that  if 
in  the  past  presents  have  been  given  to  any  of  our  employes 
that  such  gifts  should  in  future  be  discontinued. 

A  year  or  two  ago  an  endeavour  was  made  by  several  whole- 
sale houses  to  stop  giving  Christmas  presents  to  customers, 
but  nothing  came  of  it.  These  are  not  affected  by  the  Act, 
and  we  understand  that  the  practice  will  only  be  moderated 
to  a  slight  extent  this  year. 

Private  Limited  Companies. 

During  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  an  Act  to  amend 
the  Companies  Acts,  1862-1900,  was  passed,  and  concise 
particulars  in  regard  to  it  are  given  in  the  C.  &  D.  Diary, 
1908,  p.  461,  which  has  been  issued  this  week.  This  Act 
for  the  first  time  defines  a  private  company,  and  it  is  im- 
portant to  note  that  every  existing  company  may  be  classi- 
fied as  a  public  company,  and  thus  be  compelled  to  publish; 
a  balance-sheet.  The  provision  of  the  Act  as  regards  pri- 
vate companies  will  not  come  into  operation  until  July  1, 
1908,  but  before  that  time  it  is  advisable  that  directors  of 
businesses  which  have  been  converted  into  companies  for 
family  or  other  private  reasons  should  consult  a  solicitor 
in  order  that  they  may  be  treated  in  the  class  desired.  It 
may  be  noted  also  that  under  the  new  Act  private  com- 
panies can  do  with  two  persons  what  public  companies 
require  seven  for.  That  means  greater  facilities  for  register- 
ing chemist  companies  of  unqualified  persons. 

Native  Labour  in  Portuguese  West  Africa. 

That  practical  humanitarian,  Mr.  William  A.  Cadbury, 
of  Bournville,  has  been  the  means  of  setting  in  train  0- 
course  of  events  which  is  likely  to  benefit  the  native  labourer 
on  the  cocoa  plantations  in  San  Thome  and  Principe.  The 
conditions  of  labour  on  the  cocoa  plantations  in  these  Por- 
tuguese islands  and  the  methods  of  recruiting  employed  in 
the  Portuguese  colony  of  Angola  on  the  African  main- 
land have  been  under  investigation  by  a  representative 
of  the  three  English  cocoa  firms  of  Cadbury,  Fry,  and 
Rowntree,  and  Stollwerck,  of  Cologne,  since  1905.  The 
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investigations  showed  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Angola 
natives  who  were  taken  to  San  Thome  were  brought  to  the 
coast  and  shipped  to  the  islands  against  their  will ;  good 
repatriation  laws  were  a  dead-letter,  and  the  death-rate 
among  the  natives  was  appallingly  high.  Mr.  Cadbury, 
and  the  representative  who  made  the  investigations,  inter- 
viewed a  committee  of  the  planters  on  the  subject,  and 
Mr.  Cadbury  impressed  upon  the  committee  that,  unless  he 
were  assured  that  in  future  the  raw  cocoa  products  are 
produced  by  free  labour,  his  firm  could  have  no  dealings 
with  the  San  Thome  estates.  The  planters  published  a 
defence,  suggesting  that  in  some  particulars  the  informa- 
tion collected  by  the  cocoa  manufacturers'  representative 
was  not  an  exact  expression  of  truth,  but  professing  them- 
selves quite  willing  to  administer  the  repatriation  fund  on 
a  new  basis,  and  the  Portuguese  Colonial  Minister  is  send- 
ing his  "  chief  of  staff  "  to  Angola  to  investigate  in  person 
any  irregularities  that  may  exist  in  the  present  form  of 
recruiting.  The  British  Foreign  Office  has  made  a  definite 
representation  to  the  Portuguese  Government  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  has  received  promises  of  substantial  reforms. 
This  latest  act  on  Mr.  Cadbury's  part  adds  another  to  the 
already  long  list  of  obligations  under  which  the  members 
of  the  Bournville  firm  have  placed  humanity  at  large. 

The  Aledical  Profession. 

The  publication  this  week,  by  Messrs.  J.  &  A.  Churchill, 
7  Great  Marlborough  Street,  London,  W.,  of  the  "  Medical 
Directory  "  for  1908  (14s.  net)  gives  the  opportunity  of 
reviewing  the  condition  of  the  medical  profession.  The 
"  Directory  "  contains  the  names,  qualifications,  and  location 
of  no  fewer  than  39,703  practitioners  who  are  registered  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  This  number  is  338  in  excess  of 
the  number  in  the  1907  "  Directory."  In  London  there  are 
6,550  medical  practitioners,  in  the  English  provinces  17,211, 
in  Wales  1,256,  in  Scotland  3,829,  and  in  Ireland  2,660.  The 
balance  of  the  39,703  are  as  to  4,927  resident  abroad,  and 
as  to  3,259  in  the  naval,  military,  and  Indian  medical  ser- 
vices. Eleven  names  aye  recorded  in  a  "  too-late  "  list. 
The  "  Directory  "  is  of  value  to  pharmacists  who  have  close 
relations  with  the  medical  profession,  the  information  re- 
specting each  practitioner  being  obtained  by  the  publishers 
direct  from  the  practitioners  themselves.  It  is  arranged  in 
the  groups  above  mentioned,  but  the  "Directory"  con- 
tains a  great  deal  of  supplementary  information,  including 
an  article  on  the  principal  laws  affecting  the  medical  pro- 
fession by  Messrs.  R.  G.  Glenn,  LL.B.,  and  E.  A.  Arm- 
strong, barristers-at-law.  Hospitals  and  other  correlated 
medical  institutions  in  the  metropolis  and  provinces  preface 
the  sections,  and  there  are  local  lists  giving  the  names  of 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  with  the  names  of  practitioners 
who  reside  therein. 


3nformatfon  Mantefc. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed, 

58/7.    Where  can  Electragole  be  obtained? 

58/43.    Manufacturers  of  Thermolite  hot- water  bags. 

60/9.  Makers  of  parcel  tape  (made  of  fibre)  with  name 
and  address  printed  on. 

60/9.  Advertising  blotters  (blotter  on  one  side  and 
advertisement  on  other)  :  who  makes  1 


therapeutical  Society. 


THE  monthly  meeting  of  the  Therapeutical  Section  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
December  17,  at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dr.  Burton  Brown 
(President  of  the  Section)  presiding.  The  first  paper  was 
read  by  Dr.  James  MacKenzie,  Burnley,  his  subject  being 

The  Action  of  Digitalis  on  the  Human  Heart. 

Dr.  MacKenzie  said  that  he  had  used  in  his  practice  tinc- 
ture of  digitalis,  Nativelle's  granules,  and  Guy's  pills,  and 
found  that  all  are  much  alike  in  therapeutic  action.  If  the 
heart  is  abnormally  quick,  due  to  a  febrile  condition, 
digitalis  does  not  to  any  extent  affect  its  rate ;  but  it 
benefits  particularly  those  cases  where  there  is  dilatation. 
Where  the  tonicity  of  the  heart  is  maintained,  even  in  cases 
of  arterio-sclerosis,  they  might  give  digitalis  till  doomsday 
without  producing  any  effect.  Throughout  the  lecture  Dr. 
MacKenzie  explained  the  various  points  lucidly  by  reference 
to  tracings  made  by  himself  in  ordinary  practice.  Describ- 
ing the  arrythmia  caused  by  digitalis,  he  said  that  when 
they  turned  to  books  on  therapeutics  they  would  find  whole 
pages  of  description,  but  not  one  single  fact  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  arrythmia.  In  advanced  mitral  disease  and 
arterio-sclerosis  there  occurs  irregularity  of  the  heart,  and 
in  these  cases  he  believed  that  the  auricle  and  ventricle 
contract  at  the  same  time ;  in  such  case  digitalis  works  like 
a  charm.  Referring  to  work  he  had  done  on  the  subject 
and  published  in  1902,  Dr.  MacKenzie  said  that  the  way 
in  which  it  had  been  ignored  proved  the  innate  con- 
servatism of  the  medical  profession. 

In  commenting  on  the  paper,  Dr.  Burton  Brown  said  it 
used  to  be  stated  that  digitalis  was  the  first  medicine  used 
rationally,  but  he  thought  there  is  still  much  in  it  on  which 
to  exercise  their  reason. 

Professor  Cushney  said  that  much  of  the  work  on 
digitalis  by  experimentalists  had  been  done  on  animals, 
and  he  thought  that  they  should  pause  till  they  got  some 
new  notions  and  clinical  observations  from  the  field  of 
practice.  This  knowledge  is  being  supplied  by  Dr. 
MacKenzie  and  the  school  of  followers  he  had  founded. 
They  required  this  work  not  only  on  digitalis  but  on  almost 
every  drug. 

In  reply  to  a  question  how  soon  a  change  appears  after 
giving  digitalis,  Dr.  MacKenzie  said  sometimes  seven  days 
and  sometimes  ten. 

Dr.  William  Soper  read  a  highly  entertaining  account 
entitled 

Reminiscences  of  an  Apprentice  Fifty  Years  Ago. 
As  a  youth  he  spent  two  years  with  a  firm  of  practitioners 
in  the  country ;  premium,  IbOl.  a  year.  He  was  to  be  taught- 
the  rudiments  of  the  art,  and  was  "not  to  be  compelled 
to  eat  salmon  more  than  twice  a  week."  All  the  ointments 
and  tinctures  were  made  on  the  premises,  and  he  spoke  of 
the  bolus,  the  value  of  tartar  emetic,  and  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia  rendered  tasteless  with  tincture  of  orange  and 
dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  given  in  a  large  draught  of  hot 
water  in  the  morning;  also  of  a  special  pil.  coloc.  co.,  of 
which  he  had  samples  for  the  inspection  of  the  members 
and  for  practical  trial.  They  were  very  different  from 
the  hard-coated  pills  which,  "  when  discharged  from  a  gun, 
pierce  a  wooden  board."  He  thought  medical  men  should 
stick  to  the  old  familiar  prescriptions,  it  is  a  source  of 
weakness  for  them,  he  said,  to  rush  to  the  synthetic 
remedies,  especially  the  coal-tar  derivatives,  in  the  way 
they  do,  many  of  these  new  substances  being  tried  for  a 
time  and  then  thrown  aside  as  useless.  He  spoke  also  of  the 
value  of  giving  opium  pure  and  simple,  from  which  we  get 
a  much  better  astringent  effect  than  any  of  its  derivatives. 


Druggist's  Dictionary.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
London,  England,  has  just  published  a  handy  little  volume, 
6  in.  by  3i  in.,  of  280  pages,  entitled  "  The  Chemist's  Dic- 
tionary of  Medical  Terms  and  Treatment."  Among  the 
various  definitions  are  those  of  the  most  common  diseases,  to 
which  are  added  descriptions  of  the  usual  methods  of  treat- 
ment. The  book  is  unlike  others  of  similar  title,  and  fills  a 
hitherto  vacant  niche  in  pharmaceutical  literature. — Spatula. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain. 

NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

THE  second  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held 
at  the  Society's  house,  36  York  Place  Edinburgh,  on 
December  18,  Mr.  George  Lunan  (Chairman)  presiding. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  students  to 
hear  an  address  by  Mr.  James  Grier,  Ph.C,  M.Sc,  of  Man- 
chester University. 

The  Chairman,  in  introducing  Mr.  Grier,  stated  tnat  he 
was  an  Edinburgh  pharmacist  and  that  he  had  been  trained 
in  the  Heriot  Watt  College  under  Professors  Perkm  and 
Kipping.  He  left  Edinburgh  twelve  years  ago,  and  two 
years  later  became  chief  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Department 
in  the  University  of  Manchester  and  Curator  of  the  Materia 
Medica  Museum.  He  was  the  first  to  be  instrumental  m 
•netting  pharmaceutical  subjects  recognised  for  the  Uni- 
versity B  Sc  degree,  and  was  the  first  pharmacist  on  whom 
was  conferred  the  M.Sc.  degree.  Mr.  Grier  had  come  a 
long  way  to  deliver  his  address  on 

Modern  Problems  in  Dispensing, 
which  was  to  all  chemists  an  intensely  inteiesting  sub- 
ject Mr  Grier's  paper  considered  especially  the  problems 
which  arise  from  the  publication  of  the  "  B.P.  Codex  with 
its  new  classes  of  preparations— new,  in  the  sense  that  they 
are  unofficial.    This  was  as  follows  : 

(a)  Preparations  for  Internal  Administration  by  the 

Mouth.  . 
Alixtures  72,  emulsions  13  (cod-oil  cream),  elixirs  44  (aromat. 
castor  oil),  linctuses  5,  malt-extract  preparations  11,  draughts, 
drops,  powders  54,  cachets  solia  2.  effervescent  granules  24, 
tablet-triturates,  scale  compounds  11,  confections  12.  lozenges 
34  compressed  lozenges  4,  chocolate-tablets  (tabellse)  6,  com- 
pressed tablets  (tablettse)  44,  glyco-gelatm  base,  codeine 
jelly  1,  gelatin  pastilles  31,  capsules  and  perles,  pills  bb, 
niassa  2,  sevum  phosphorat.,  excipients,  pill-coating,  pill- 
varnishes  3. 

(b)  Preparations  for  Subcutaneous  Injection. 
ITopodermic  injections  16. 

.(c)  Preparations  for  Application  to  Mucous  Membranes 
and  to  the  Teeth. 

Soluble  tablets  (solvellre)  27,  gargles  9,  mouth-washes,  nasal 
douches,  nasal  and  throat  sprays  (nebulfe)  20,  inhalations 
(vapores)  13,  fumigations  (asthma-powders)  2.  insufflations  or 
snuffs  (pulv.  pro.)  2,  tooth  powders  2  and  pastes  0.  tooth-stop- 
pings 2,  toothache-cures  5,  eye  discs  (lamellae)  4,  eye-drops 
(guttse)  15,  ear-drops  0,  eye-lotions  (collyria)  3,  eye-oint- 
ments 9,  injections  4,  grey  oil,  enemas  12,  vaginal  douches 
(phenol-iodatum).  rectal  ointments  11,  suppositories  11, 
hougies  urethral  (cereoli)  11,  nasal  (bugmana)  pessaries  15. 
(</)  Preparations  for  Application  to  the  Skin. 

Ointments  104,  sevum  salicyl.,  cerates  5,  salves  and  mulls, 
pastes  12  (starch,  tragacanth,  gelatin,  and  sodium  stearate 
bases),  soaps  medicated  0,  liquid  3,  plasters  21,  rubber  1, 
■blisters  3.  papers  (chartaj)  2,  poultices  9,  fomentations,  baths 
(balnea)  11,  lotions  27,  liniments  32,  oleinates  7,  parogens  20, 
parenols  2,  lubricators  3,  pigmenta  (glycerina  and  mellia), 
■collodions  13,  traumatieins  0,  corn-paints,  caustics  or 
•escharotics  (6  liquors),  pencils  (AgN03,  C11SO4),  cones,  men- 
thol, gauzes  12,  wools  12,  lints  6,  tows  (stupae)  3,  dusting- 
powders  11,  disinfectants  powder  and  liquid. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  these  Mr.  Grier  touched 
upon  the  question  of  prescribing  and  dispensing,  stating 
that  in  England  it  has  reached  a  very  acute  stage.  The 
English  general  practitioner  will  not  give  up  dispensing  his 
own  medicines,  saying  that  the  public  will  not  pay  one  fee 
for  advice  and  another  to  the  druggist  for  dispensing  the 
medicine.  If  medical  men  only  dispensed  for  their  poorer 
patients  who  have  such  objections  there  would  not  be  much 
to  complain  about ;  but  medical  men  in  wealthy  suburbs  also 
follow  the  practice,  even  when  their  patients  are  sufficiently 
educated  to  understand  the  advantages  of  having  their  pre- 
scriptions dispensed  by  the  pharmacist  and  sufficiently  well 
off  not  to  mind  paying  for  it  separately.  The  advantages  of 
the  system  to  medical  men  are  that  it  prevents  the  patient 
repeating  the  prescription  indefinitely,  and  makes  certain 
of  his  being  kept  under  the  eye  of  the  medical  man  if,  during 
the  course  of  treatment,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  change  in 
the  medicine.   But  that  difficulty  could  be  met  by  limiting 


the  number  of  repetitions  on  the  prescription.  A  more 
obvious  advantage  is  the  fact  that  each  repetition  of  the 
medicine  means  a  visit  of  the  patient  to  the  surgery,  and 
an  interview  at  2s.  6d,  or  3s.  6c?.,  which  would  be  lost  to 
the  doctor  if  the  prescriptions  were  dispensed  and  repeated 
at  the  chemist's.  There  is  another  side  to  the  question 
where  the  pharmacist  is  implicated.  Medical  men  had  com- 
plained, and  he  admitted  justly,  that  their  prescriptions  were 
not  properly  dispensed,  and  a  number  of  instances  could  be 
given  where  the  individual  pharmacist  and  the  drug-store 
have  been  at  fault.  Cases  can  be  cited  where  for  syrup 
lactophos.  B.P.C.  a  proprietary  preparation  containing  iron 
was  supplied ;  and  where  a  mixture  of  liquid  extract  and 
syrup  of  orange  was  given  for  elixir  cascara  B.P.C.  Mr. 
Grier  gave  two  other  cases  from  the  experience  of  a  medical 
gentleman  of  good  standing  in  his  profession.  He  pre- 
scribed the  following  lotion  : 


Acid,  earbol.  liq. 
Liq.  plumbi  subacet. 
Aquam  ad 


5iss. 

5ij- 

3x. 


He  found  his  patient  using  what  was  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses plain  water  for  the  lotion,  as  the  chemist  had  not 
diluted  each  separately  before  mixing,  the  result  being  that 
the  carbolate  of  lead  had  formed  a  sticky  mass  on  the  bottom 
of  the  bottle.  This  showed  an  ignorance  of  the  elementary 
facts  of  chemical  incompatibility  which  was  quite  inexcus- 
able, and  consequent  incapacity  as  a  dispenser,  as  well  as 
ignorance  of  the  probable  use  of  the  lotion — perhaps  less  in- 
excusable. On  another  occasion  it  was  found  that  some 
boric  acid  ointment  supplied  to  a  prescription,  instead  of 
having  the  soothing  effect  intended,  was  causing  intense 
irritation  to  a  tender  surface,  and  on  examination  it  was 
found  full  of  crystals  of  boric  acid.  The  important  principle 
to  be  observed  in  making  ointments  is  surely  that  they 
should  be  perfectly  smooth. 

After  referring  to  the  pharmacological  notes  in  the 
"Codex"  and  Professor  Meldola's  recent  remarks  on  the 
need  of  chemists  having  a  knowledge  of  physiology,  he 
quoted  Section  6  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1852  to  show  that 
a  knowledge  of  the  action  and  uses  of  drugs  would  not  come 
under  that  clause,  and  he  held  with  Professor  Meldola  that 
this  knowledge  ought  to  be  included  in  the  curriculum.  If 
it  is  necessary  knowledge  for  the  public  analyst,  it  is  much 
more  so  for  dispensers  of  medicine.  He  discussed  the  diffi- 
culties which  attend  the  matter  :  first,  the  jealousy  of  the 
medical  practitioner,  contending  that  better  and  fuller 
knowledge  would  tend  to  make  the  pharmacist  more  cautious 
in  the  matter  of  counter  prescribing.  Pharmacists  have  no 
wish,  as  they  have  no  right,  to  prevent  any  doctor  dispens- 
ing his  own  medicines  if  he  chooses.  What  they  do  object 
to  is,  when  not  having  the  necessary  time  himself  he  rele- 
gates that  work  to  his  wife,  his  housekeeper,  his  coachman, 
or  any  unqualified  person  who  may  happen  to  be  handy. 
They  hold  that  all  surgeries,  doctors'  shops,  and  other 
places  where  medicines  are  dispensed  should  be  subject  to 
the  same  laws  and  regulations  with  regard  to  the  storing 
and  dispensing  of  poisons  as  the  pharmacist's  shop.  The 
safety  of  the  public  requires  that  this  should  be  done.  He 
compared  the  assistant's  qualification  of  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  with  the  Minor  examination  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  the  age  for  the  qualification  of  each, 
and  asked  what  would  medical  men  say  if  the  L.S.A.s  got 
their  qualification  in  three  years  and  competed  on  equal 
terms  with  the  five-year  men.  The  General  Medical  Council 
raised  the  three  years  to  five  years.  He  suggested  that  the 
Pharmacutical  Society  should  move  in  this  matter.  It  is 
urgent,  and  if  it  cannot  get  its  qualifying  examination 
recognised  as  the  only  legal  qualification  for  dispensing 
physicians'  prescriptions,  it  might  at  least  restrict  the 
holders  of  the  apothecaries'  certificate  to  dispensing  in 
doctors'  surgeries.  But  even  the  lady  "apothecary"  is 
kicking  against  the  conditions  of  service  offered  her,  and  he 
referred  to  a  case  which  recently  came  under  his  notice  in 
which  the  lady's  father  refused  to  consider  an  offer  of 
20.s.  per  week  as  dispenser  and  bookkeeper — hours  9  to  8, 
Sundays  2.30  till  finished,  1^  hour  for  dinner  and  permis- 
sion to  make  her  own  tea  on  the  premises,  and  one  evening 
off  a  week.  Such  is  the  undignified  position  which  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  has  reached  in  England. 
But  there  is  an  infinitely  lower  depth  in  at  least  some  esta- 
blishments not  belonging  to  either  qualified  pharmacists  or 
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medical  men,  if  one  may  judge  from  trustworthy  informa- 
tion supplied  by  a  dispenser  who  has  now  become  a  medical 
practitioner.  This  practitioner,  after  giving  some  details, 
said  : 

If  ever  I  become  a  medical  man  I  shall  insist  on  my 
patients  going-  to  a  chemist,  as  I  have  seen  enough  to  know 
it  would  be  better  both  for  them  and  me.  I  have  come  to 
realise,  as  I  never  did  before,  (he  full  significance  of  the 
saying  "  Cheap  physic  is  nasty  physic." 

He  went  on  to  describe  some  of  the  slovenly  methods  of 
prescribing  which  he  had  seen  adopted.  What,  Mr.  Grier 
asked,  is  the  moral  of  all  this?  Surely  that  the  dispenser 
of  medicines  must  be  a  man  of  individuality,  and  with  a 
sense  of  professional  honour.  He  must  be  master  in  his 
own  place,  and  not  a  tied  man  working  under  a  board  of 
directors  not  one  of  whom  need  be  a  pharmacist,  and  who 
therefore  have  no  professional  reputation  at  stake,  nor  in- 
deed any  interest  in  pharmacy  other  than  a  commercial  one. 
But  the  modern  dispenser  must  be  a  more  efficiently  trained 
man  than  his  predecessor,  both  in  theory  and  practice,  and 
the  impression  was  borne  in  on  him  more  and  more  that 
this  training  will  only  be  done  satisfactorily  by  making 
use  of  Universities.  With  the  advance  in  general  and 
specialised  technical  knowledge  the  Government  showed 
plainly  that  it  considers  the  time  has  come  for  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  whole  subject.  It  very  plainly  indicates  that  it 
will  make  wider  the  facilities  for  dealing  in  their  substances 
by  simply  granting  licences  for  the  selling  of  poisons.  It 
is  his  specific  function  as  a  compounder  and  dispenser  of 
medicines  which  characterises  the  pharmacist  and  differen- 
tiates him  from  the  general  dealer,  and  they  ought  to  con- 
centrate their  attention  on  this  fact  and  insist  on  a  clause 
in  the  Pharmacy  Bill  which  seeks  to  confine  the  dispensing 
of  prescriptions  to  properly  trained  pharmacists. 

Mr.  Grier  proceeded  to  refer  to  some  other  factors  that 
influence  the  practice  of  the  pharmacist,  such  as  changes  in 
method  of  treatment  and  the  enormous  consumption  of 
"patent"  medicines.  As  regards  the  medical  dispenser's 
supplies  he  suggested  that  the  medical  man  and  the  phar- 
macist should  co-operate  with  each  other  and  leave  the 
wholesale  houses  to  deal  in  the  larger  operations  of  practical 
pharmacy  and  chemical  manufacture.  But  the  pharmacist 
must  be.  able  to  send  out  the  work  in  every  way  equal  to 
the  products  from  the  large  wholesale  houses.  He  must 
get  the  apparatus  and  put  in  the  requisite  machinery  on  a 
smaller  scale,  driving  it  with  an  electric  motor  if  necessary. 
If  the  pharmacist  wishes  to  succeed  he  must  exhibit  greater 
art  in  pharmacy  and  pay  more  attention  to  apparatus.  This 
was  the  point  of  his  paper.  He  thought  that  the  compound- 
ing and  dispensing  of  medicines  should  be  done  by  trained 
men  of  individuality  and  professional  honour — men  who 
are  jealous  of  their  reputation  as  pharmacists.  It  ought  not 
to  be  done  by  the  servants  of  business  concerns,  whose  only 
object  is  commercial  gain.  There  is  a  regrettable  and  wholly 
unnecessary  tendency  to  allow  the  compounding  of  medi- 
cines and  their  preparation  in  a  form  suitable  for  administra- 
tion and  application  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  large  manu- 
facturers. They  were  now  so  well  supplied  with  excellent 
apparatus  which  can  be  used  at  the  dispensing  counter  that 
every  pharmacist  should  be  ready  to  dispense  any  required 
form  of  modern  medicament.  Mr.  Grier  exhibited  a  varied 
collection  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus,  which  he  explained. 
He  acknowledged  his  indebtedness  to  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanburys;  S.  Maw.  Son  &  Sons;  W.  L.  Currie ;  S.  W. 
Williamson  &  Co.  ;  Roberts  &  Co.  ;  Werner-Pfleiderer  & 
Perkins  ;  Thompson  &  Capper;  Parke.  Davis  &  Co. ;  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Department  of  the  Manchester  University 
for  having  contributed  to  the  exhibition. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Clattd  F.  Henry  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  lecturer  for  his  address,  and  to  Professor  Greenish 
and  the  others  who  had  contributed  to  the  display  of 
apparatus.  He  said  Mr.  Grier,  in  his  paper  and  remarks, 
had  dealt  with  the  theoretical  and  practical  problems  of  the 
day,  he  was  therefore  both  a  thinker  and  a  worker — a  very 
rare  combination  in  any  man.  He  (the  speaker)  was  very 
much  interested  in  the  remarks  on  the  relations  of  medical 
men  to  pharmacists  and  pharmacists  to  medical  men.  That 
is  a  problem  which  will  require  very  serious  consideration 
in  the  near  future,  especially  by  pharmacists.    Mr.  Grier's 


description  of  the  state  of  pharmacy  in  England  was  cor- 
roborated to  him  by  an  old  apprentice  who  had  recently- 
come  from  England  who  said  two  or  three  prescriptions  a 
week  were  all  he  had,  and  that  all  the  dispensing  is  done  by 
the  medical  men.  That  is  a  very  sad  state  of  things, 
because  it  mutt  be  remembered  that  the  pharmacist 
in  such  cases — and  he  supposed  there  are  many  towns  in 
England  in  the  same  condition — is  not  getting  his  proper 
work  to  do,  but  confining  himself  to  prescribing  and  selling, 
patent  medicines.  The  chemist  in  prescribing  is  not  doing 
his  proper  work.  A  chemist  might  dose  a  man,  but  when 
he  begins  to  diagnose  he  is  out  of  his  sphere  entirely.  Some- 
of  the  apparatus  shown  would  require  a  little  modification 
for  retail  pharmacists. 

Mr.  Donald  McEwan  seconded  the  motion.  He  said  it- 
is  a  great  mistake  for  pharmacists  to  say  they  have  no  time- 
for  making  their  own  preparations.  He  did  not  find  there- 
is  any  great  demand  for  exceptional  forms  of  medication. 
He  had  examined  five  hundred  recent  prescriptions  and 
found  that  30  per  cent,  were  for  mixtures  and  drops,  20  per- 
cent, for  external  applications,  13  per  cent,  for  powders, 
7  per  cent,  each  for  ointments  and  pills,  4  per  cent,  each  for 
cachets  and  for  suppositories,  and  20  per  cent,  for  pro- 
prietary articles.  One  great  problem  they  have  to  deal  with 
is  illustrated  by  a  prescription  he  had  the  other  day,  it 
was  for  "tabloid  purgen  P.  D.  &  Co.,"  that  involved  two 
proprietary  rights,  neither  of  which  belonged  to  the  firm 
of  P.  D.  &  Co.,  the  word  "tabloid"  was  the  exclusive- 
property  of  one  firm  and  "  purgen  "  of  another. 

Dr.  Coull  said  he  wished  to  congratulate  Mr.  Grier 
personally  on  his  lecture  and  for  the  explanation  of  the- 
apparatus,  and  to  tell  him  he  had  learned  a  great  deal  from 
it.  He  also  congratulated  him  on  the  distinguished  posi- 
tion he  occupied  in  the  world  of  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Forret  spoke  of  the  peculiar  pleasure  he  had  had  in 
listening  to  the  lecture  and  Mr.  Grier's  description  of  the- 
apparatus.  Mr.  Forret  also  stated  that  the  prime  function 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  "Codex"  is  to  do  away 
with  proprietary  rights  in  ordinary  drugs  which  any  man 
could  dispense  from  behind  the  counter.  It  was  his  ex- 
perience of  all  the  medical  men  in  his  district  regarding 
the  word  ' '  tabloid  "  that  it  was  a  generic  term  for  com- 
pressed goods.  There  are  proprietary  rights  in  the  name, 
but  the  average  medical  man  in  Edinburgh  does  not  know 
the  word  "tabloid"  as  a  proprietary.  He  was  interested1 
in  what  Mr.  Grier  said  about  students  having  some  know- 
ledge of  physiology — he  would  rather  say  some  elementary 
knowledge  of  human  anatomy.  Chemists  dispensed  thymus 
"tabloids"  and  many  of  them  had  no  knowledge  where- 
the  glands  were.  He  preferred  shaking  rather  than  an 
emulsifier  for  making  a  perfect  emulsion,  and  he  did  not 
care  for  the  pill-coater.  Mr.  Grier  could  obtain  from  a 
confectioner  a  better  lozenge-cutter  than  he  had  shown. 

Mr.  Dott  thought  machines  had  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages. With  regard  to  the  sifting-machines  the- 
trouble  of  cleaning  them  out  and  so  on  takes  away  from 
any  advantage  they  may  have.  He  had  seen  a  person  re- 
moving the  contents  of  an  emulsifier  and  finish  it  in  a 
mortar.  With  regard  to  the  keratin-coating  of  pills,  it  is- 
a  complete  failure.  A  much  better  plan  is  to  take  shellac 
made  into  a  weak  solution  with  sufficient  alkaline  car- 
bonate. Such  a  coating  resists  the  acid  contents  of  the- 
stomach,  but  is  immediately  dissolved  on  coming  in 
contact  with  the  alkaline  medium  in  the  duodenum. 

Mr.  Nesbit  and  Mr.  Hill  also  spoke.  The  latter  referred' 
to  the  enormous  trouble  that  Mr.  Grier  had  taken  in  bring- 
ing together  the  exhibitions.  One  thing  that  struck  him 
much  was  the  idea  that  the  retail  pharmacist  hesitated  too 
much  in  setting  about  dispensing  new  forms  of  medicine, 
and  is  too  ready  to  apply  to  the  wholesale  manufacturer. 
They  are  not  all  so  ingenious  in  devising  apparatus  as 
Mr.  Forret,  but  nowadays  they  could  get  from  the  makers 
apparatus  that  could  easily  be  used  at  the  dispensing- 
counter,  such  as  tablet-machines.  It  is  easy  to  make  any 
tablets  that  may  be  required  at  the  dispensing-counter. 
Chemists  are  also  too  ready  to  try  and  get  their  medicines 
out  quickly.  The  patient  should  be  made  to  understand' 
that  to  dispense  prescriptions  properly  requires  time. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  enthusiastically  accorded,  and' 
Mr.  Grier  made  a  brief  reply,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
answered  the  few  criticisms  that  had  been  made. 
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CANNON  STREET  ECLOGUES. 

Of  the  wind  on  the  moor,  or  the  song  in  the  trees, 
Of  the  rose  of  the  dawn,  or  the  sigh  of  the  breeze, 

We  may  sing  not  of  these; 
But  of  wisdom  that's  drowned  in  the  Sessional  seas, 
Of  the  Tale  that  is  hushed,  or  political  wheeze, 

We  may  sing  you  of  these. 


Mysteries. 

Now  this  is  the  season  of  mysteries. 
Pantomimes,  puddings,  and  plums ; 

So  the  Prophet  of  Pharmacal  Histories 
To  the  Spirit  of  Christmas  succumbs. 

He  probes  in  the  future  so  mystical, 

Searching,  till  fevered  and  ill, 
For  a  phrase  that  is  not  euphemistical 

Regarding  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

He  hunts  through  the  Year  that's  before  us, 

To  find  what  the  Bill  is  to  be ; 
And  he  fancies  he  heard  a  loud  chorus 

Of  "Really,  you  mustn't  ask  me/" 

He  clamours  for  plans  for  the  future. 
For  a  scheme  of  the  things  to  be  done  ; 

And  he  needs  an  occipital  suture 

When  they  tell  him  "  We  really  have  none. 

He  sees  only  Dame  Pharmacy,  pallid, 
Enthroned  on  a  Book,  red  and  blue ; 

Deadly  sick  of  the  things  she  has  swallowed, 
And  looking,  in  vain,  for  the  New. 


Association  of  Women  Pharmacists. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Gordon  Hall,  Gordon  Square  (by 
kind  permission  of  Miss  Buchanan),  on  Wednesday,  Decem- 
ber 11,  Miss  Hooper  in  the  chair.  Miss  Buchanan  reported 
fully  on  her  visit  to  Manchester  in  connection  with  the 
National  Union  of  Women  Workers  as  a  delegate  of  the 
Association.  The  meeting  was  very  well  attended,  and  the 
paper  excited  a  lively  discussion. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel  on  Decem- 
ber 11,  Mr.  Warner  presiding,  Mr.  Dunn  gave  an  interesting 
lecture  on  "  A  Trip  to  Switzerland."  Starting  from  Victoria 
Station  he  went  by  Newhaven  to  Dieppe,  Paris,  and 
Lucerne.  His  views  included  all  these  places,  and  photos 
of  the  President,  Vice-President,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Association  were  also  shown  on  the  screen. 


Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Literary  Institution  on  Thurs- 
day, December  12,  Mr.  A.  C.  Olds  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Spurway  read  a  paper  on  the  "British  Pharma- 
ceutical Codex,"  and  a  discussion  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
introducing  it  further  to  the  notice  of  the  local  medical 
practitioners  took  place.  It  was  decided  that  each  chemist 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  make  it  known  to  the  doctors  with 
whom  he  is  most  connected. 


Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Gervis  Hall  Restaurant  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  Mr.  C.  F.  R.  Pars  (President)  in  the  chair.  Also 
present  were  Messrs.  Stewart  Hardwick,  Rose,  Hodder, 
Botham,  Hornby,  Williams,  Haynes,  Andrews,  Reid, 
Morris,  and  Bingham  (Hon.  Secretary).  An  interesting 
■discussion  on  the  "B.P.  Codex"  was  opened  by  Mr. 
Hornby  and  taken  part  in  by  most  of  the  members.  On  the 
-whole,  the  volume  was  well  received. 


Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Anderton's  Restaurant,  Oldham, 
•on  December  10,  Mr.  J.  Lees  (President)  in  the  chair.  It 


was  resolved  to  have  the  annual  dinner  about  the  middle 
of  January.— Mr.  T.  Pickering  suggested  that  the  members 
visit  the  Gasworks  or  some  such  place  where  chemical  pro- 
cesses were  in  operation.  The  suggestion  was  adopted,  and 
a  visit  will  be  arranged. — Mr.  H.  Bagshaw  and  Mr.  C.  Gart- 
side  gave  instructive  addresses  on  local  organisation  matters. 
— Mr.  F.  Newby  suggested  that  steps  be  taken  to  induce 
the  local  educational  authorities  to  provide  object-lessons 
to  the  scholars  on  poison-bottles,  their  uses,  etc.  This  was 
unanimously  adopted,  and  it  was  decided  to  arrange  for 
instruction  to  be  given  to  the  general  public  through  the 
newspapers.  It  was  also  agreed  that  suitable  cards  be 
printed  and  exhibited  in  the  shops  of  members  with  the 
same  object. 


West  Ham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  Earlham  Hall  on  Thursday,  Decem- 
ber 12,  Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews  (President)  in  the  chair. 

Early-closing. — The  President  stated  that  the  committee 
had  considered  this  question  so  far  as  the  Shop  Hours  Act 
is  concerned,  and  had  adjourned  it  for  a  month. 

Mr.  Tyrer  finds  it  impossible  to  give  his  promised  paper 
next  month  owing  to  business  pressure.  The  committee 
will  arrange  for  something  else. 

Chemists'  Union. — A  letter  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Johnston  on 
this  matter  was  postponed  to  the  next  meeting. 

A  Smoking-concert  was  next  indulged  in,  the  principal 
feature  of  which  was  a  grand  gramophone  recital,  supplied 
by  Craig's  Gramophone  Stores  of  Stratford.  Songs  and 
recitations  were  also  rendered  by  Mr.  Eastman  and  Mr. 
Soper  (recitations),  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Hender  (comic 
songs),  Mr.  Burdett  and  Mr.  Barnes  (songs) ;  Mr.  Burdett 
was  accompanist. 


North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke-on- 
Trent,  on  Thursday,  December  12,  Mr.  Edmund  Jones 
(President)  in  the  chair.  The  President,  in  opening  the 
meeting,  referred  to  the  comment  of  the  Editor  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  with  regard  to  its  representative 
obtaining  admission  to  the  special  meeting  of  the 
Executive  of  the  Federation  in  London.  The  Editor  had 
entirely  misconstrued  what  he  said.  The  fact  of  a  reporter 
coming  to  the  meeting  he  regarded  as  a  piece  of  enterprise, 
and  what  he  said  was  really  intended  as  a  compliment  to 
the  paper,  which  they  all  appreciated,  while  the  Editor  of 
that  journal  they  all  highly  respected.  He  hoped  the 
Editor  would  accept  his  explanation.    [We  do. — Editor.] 

A  discussion  on  the  "  Codex  "  was  then  opened  by  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  T.  C.  Cornwell,  Mr.  Tipper,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Blades  (Leek),  Mr.  W.  B.  Allison  (Stoke-on  Trent), 
and  Mr.  H.  G.  Sletcher  (Parke,  Davis  &  Co.) 
also  participating.  Several  ethical  questions  arising 
from  the  book  were  included  in  the  discussion,  and  various 
suggestions  for  improving  and  popularising  it  were  made, 
the  remarks  being  on  the  whole  complimentary. 

The  discussion  was  adjourned,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Cornwell,  until  after  the  annual  dinner,  which  Mr.  Jones 
stated  had  been  fixed  for  January  30,  at  the  North  Staffs 
Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

Mr.  Tipper  promised  to  read  a  paper  at  a  future  meeting 
on  his  experience  in  South  Africa  as  a  pharmacist. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  Mr.  W.  G.  Northey  (President)  in  the  chair.  Before 
commencing  the  usual  business  of  the  evening  Mr.  Northey 
referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen,  who  had  been  a 
patron  of  the  Association  for  many  years  past.  He  spoke 
of  the  deep  sense  of  loss  experienced  by  the  Association  in 
the  death  of  Mr.  Bowen.  A  vote  of  condolence  was  pro- 
posed and  carried,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution. 
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A  series  oflantern  slides  were  shown  by  Mr.  F.  Goldby. 
who  made  brief  explanatory  remarks  upon  each  view.  He 
explained  that  the  slides  had  been  made  from  views  taken 
during  various  Continental  tours  which  he  had  made  ex- 
tending over  the  past  twelve  years.  The  route  followed  was 
through  South  Belgium  to  the  Rhine  country,  thence  through 
Switzerland  and  the  Italian  Lakes,  returning  by  the  St. 
Gothard  route.  The  chief  towns  visited  were  Luxemburg, 
Coblenz,  Heidelberg,  and  Freiborg ;  but  for  the  most  part 
the  views  were  of  country  scenes,  Mr.  Goldby  mentioning 
that  he  preferred  to  spend  his  holidays  in  the  open  country 
rather  than  in  visiting  large  cities.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  carried  with  loud  applause. 

After  Thursday  evening,  December  19,  the  meetings  will 
be  adjourned  until  January  9,  1908. 


Edinburgh  C,  A.,  and  A.  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  House, 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  December  11, 
and  took  the  form  of  a  photographic  exhibition  and  social 
evening  which  was  largely  attended,  Mr.  E.  0.  Rowland 
(President)  in  the  chair.  The  pictures  for  competition  were 
fewer  than  last  year,  a  fact  which  Mr.  Robert  Forbes,  photo- 
grapher, who  again  reported  on  the  exhibition  and  awarded 
the  prizes,  attributed  to  the  unfavourable  weather  of  last 
summer.  In  the  class  for  contact  prints  the  prize  was 
awarded  for  the  picture  "Out  on  the  Deep,"  by  F.  W. 
Clements,  whose  "Moorland  Road"  was  also  highly  com- 
mended. In  the  class  for  enlargements  the  prize  was 
awarded  for  the  picture  "  On  the  Banks  of  the  Garry,"  by 
E.  0.  Rowland;  while  "  Sunshine  and  Shadow"  and  "De- 
parting Day,"  by  A.  Sutherland;  and  "Evening  on  Loch 
Awe,"  by  W.  N.  Brazier,  were  highly  commended.  During 
the  evening  an  excellent  musical  programme  was  rendered 
by  Mrs.  Rowland,  and  Misses  Duncan,  Henderson,  Muir- 
head,  and  Smith  and  Messrs.  Allsop,  G.  and  A.  Rowland, 
Stephenson,  and  Tait.  On  the  motion  of  the  President  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  awarded  to  Dr.  Inglis  Clark  and  Messrs. 
D  Harley,  D.  F.  Farmer,  J.  Anderson,  and  W.  N.  Brazier 
for  pictures  lent  for  exhibition,  and  to  Mr.  Forbes  for  his 
report.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  George  Lunan  (Chairman  of 
the  Executive)  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  the 
artistes  and  to  the  committee. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening, 
December  17,  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw  (President)  in  the  chair.' 
There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Hadfield,  Thompson, 
Wood,  Spurr,  Swift,  France,  Armitage  (Secretary),  and 
Broadbent. 

Mb.  Calvebt,  of  Slaithwaite,  owing  to  pressure  of  busi- 
ness, is  no  longer  able  to  act  as  Divisional  Secretary  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  Mr.  S.  Stephens  (Milnsbridge) 
was  mentioned  as  his  successor. 

Some  Criticisms  were  passed  upon  a  ruling  of  the  West 
Riding  Federation  of  Chemists'  Associations  with  reference 
to  the  acceptance  of  resolutions  of  vital  importance  to 
chemists  from  delegates  of  Associations  without  the  sanction 
of  their  Associations.  A  case  of  this  kind  recently  occurred, 
and  the  matter,  it  was  held,  ought  to  have  been  discussed  in 
private  instead  of  in  public.  '  It  was  resolved  that  a  clear 
interpretation  of  Rule  8  should  be  asked  for  as  to  whether 
the  word  "member"  embraced  the  delegates  or  the  con- 
stituent Association. 

Wine-licences.— A  letter  from  the  Huddersfield  and 
District  "  Off  "-Licence  Holders'  Protection  Association  was 
read  with  regard  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Sherwell,  the 
member  for  Huddersfield,  suggesting  that  a  time-limit 
should  be  imposed,  and  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  period 
licences  should  be  withdrawn  and  extinguished ;  also  that 
the  limit  should  be  shorter  for  "  off ''  licences  than  for  "  on  " 
licences.  The  President  said  the  proposal  would  affect 
chemists  who  sell  medicated  wines.  The  circular  was  of 
considerable  importance  to  many  traders,  and  upon  his 
suggestion  it  was  referred  to  the  Huddersfield  Chamber  of 
Trade  for  an  expression  of  opinion. 

Otheb  Matters. — Mr.  J.  W.  Johnston's  proposal  for  a 
Chemists'  Guild  was  favourably  received.  The  subject  for 
discussion  at  the  next  meeting  will  be  "The  method  re- 


cently adopted  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue- 
which  allows  evasions  of  the  Stamp  Duty  Act." 


Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel  on  Wednesday, 
December  11.  Alderman  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J. P.,  pre- 
sided, and  briefly  introduced  Mr.  Walter  Lawton, 
M.R.C.S.Eng.,  L.R.C.P.Lond.,  who  read  a  paper  on 

Stimulants  and  Narcotics, 
and  their  users  and  abusers.  The  paper  dealt  exhaustively 
with  alcohol,  opium,  tea  and  coffee,  cocaine,  tobacco,  and 
other  drugs.  In  the  course  of  his  historical  notes,  the 
author  said  that  while  alcohol  had  been  in  use  for  thirty 
thousand  years,  opium  as  a  narcotic  is  of  recent  introduc- 
tion. Man  at  first  unhesitatingly  accepted  alcohol  as  a 
gift  from  the  gods.  The  desire  for  stimulants  is  of  two- 
kinds  :  (1)  the  physiological  desire,  such  as  the  moderate 
drinker  experiences ;  (2)  the  pathological  desire  felt  by 
the  drunkard.  The  pathological  desire  we  may  call 
the  "crave,"  the  victims  being  principally  neurotics. 
These  are  of  two  types  :  (a)  the  obviously  degenerate, 
(6)  the  possessor  of  the  artistic  temperament.  There  is- 
also  a  larger  class  of  victims  of  the  "crave"  who  are  not 
abnormal  in  any  way  but  have  this  appetite  strongly 
marked.  This  class  includes  dipsomaniacs  proper.  Opium 
shows  the  same  conditions.  The  people  of  India,  who  have 
used  it  longest,  use  it  with  extreme  moderation.  Pharma- 
cologically alcohol  and  opium  are  now  classed  together  as 
pure  narcotics,  and  caffeine  and  cocaine  as  pure  stimu- 
lants. The  actions  of  caffeine,  cocaine,  and  tobacco  were 
also  described  in  detail. 

The  Chairman  opened  an  animated  discussion,  and  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  E.  S.  Peck,  M.A.,  H.  F.  Cook,  J.P., 
Church,  Flanders,  Evans,  A.  Deck,  Palmer,  and  Course. 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Dr.  Lawton, 
who,  in  replying,  said  he  had  learnt  many  interesting  and 
important  things  from  what  the  members  said.  The  evidence 
given  that  the  use  of  opium  in  the  Fen  district  was  once 
widely  prevalent  and  now  had  almost  completely  died  out 
was  important,  and  tended  to  show  that  it  had  been  used  to 
combat  the  discomforts  caused  by  malaria,  and  no  acquired 
taste  for  it  had  been  transmitted.  With  regard  to  the 
supplying  of  opium  to  a  suspected  morphinist,  the  ethical 
point  involved  was,  he  said,  a  difficult  one,  and  each  man 
must  be  the  keeper  of  his  own  conscience ;  but  it  might  be 
stated  that  opium  became  by  habit  almost  a  necessity,  that 
death  practically  never  occurred  from  its  use  by  an  habitui, 
and  that  if  intoxication  must  be  obtained  the  evidence  is 
that  alcoholic  drunkenness  is  at  least  as  harmful  as  opium 
drunkenness.  Cocainism  is  on  a  different  footing,  and 
amounts  to  actual  suicide,  and  must  be  treated  accord- 
ingly. Coca  wine  raised  an  interesting  point,  for,  as  has 
been  well  said,  "if  this  contain  coca,  it  is  injurious  to 
the  morals  of  the  taker;  if  it  does  not,  it  is  injurious  to 
the  morals  of  the  maker." 


North-East  Lancashire  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Bute  Cafe,  Blackburn,  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  Mr.  C.  A.  Critchley  (President)  in  the  chair.  There 
was  a  large  attendance.  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  (Liverpool) 
gave  a  lecture  on  the  formation  of  medicinally 

Active  Constituents  in  Plants 
and  their  physiological  signification.  Mr.  Cowley  stated 
that  these  active  constituents  are  mostly  protective  in 
character,  but  some  form  a  portion  of  the  reserve  food  of 
plants.  The  most  important  of  those  of  the  first  class  are 
the  alkaloids,  glucosides,  the  so-called  neutral  principles, 
essential  oils,  balsams,  plant  latex,  tannins,  organic  acids, 
and  colouring-substances.  The  reserve  food  of  plants  con- 
sists of  carbohydrates,  proteids,  and  fats,  all  of  which 
have  to  be  digested  by  enzymes  before  they  can  be  absorbed 
by  the  protoplasm.  Of  this  class  the  most  important  for 
pharmaceutical  purposes  are  the  fats  and  certain  of  the 
enzymes.  Mr.  Cowley  then  proceeded  to  show  the  part 
that  these  various  constituents  play  in  the  economy  of  plants. 
Thus  decay  of  wood  is  due  to  the  action  of  micro-organisms, 
but  this  is  impossible  in  a  tree  like  the  guaiacum,  containing 
resin  in  the  heartwood,  or  the  white  sandal,  in  which  dead 
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wood  is  protected  by  essential  oil,  and  coniferous  trees  are 
protected  by  turpentine.  Dealing  with  the  conversion  of 
inorganic  substances  into  organic  food,  the  lecturer  men- 
tioned that  in  this  "plant  laboratory,"  as  in  every  other 
laboratory,  the  formation  of  the  new  chemical  compounds 
cannot  go  on  without  the  formation  of  by-products.  Some 
of  these  are  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  leaf  awaiting  the 
fall,  and  the  others  pass  into  the  permanent  parts  of  the 
plant,  where  they  serve  to  protect  the  plant  from  all  sorts 
of  harmful  animals  and  insects.  Additional  protection  is 
afforded  to  many  leaves  by  the  development  of  numerous 
oil-glands.  Of  this  the  eucalyptus  leaf  is  an  excellent 
example.  In  connection  with  the  question  as  to  the  correct 
time  of  collecting  leaves  and  other  plant-parts,  reference 
•was  made  to  Messrs.  Fair  and  Wright's  observations  on 
iconium,  and  the  lecturer  doubted  if  it  is  necessary  to  have 
two  preparations,  of  very  different  potency,  official.  Many 
of  the  protective  agents  in  plants  are  of  an  antiseptic 
■character.  If  the  stem  of  the  poppy,  lettuce,  or  other 
milk-yielding  plant  be  injured,  a  flow  of  latex  ensues 
immediately,  which  soon  thickens  and  closes  up  the  wound. 
■Oil-glands  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  stems  of  umbelli- 
ferous plants.  They  are  always  found  beneath  the  soft 
tissues,  where  there  is  a  differentiation  of  the  hypodermal 
tissue  into  hard  and  soft  portions.    If  an  insect  bores  into 


portion.  Mr.  Cowley  also  dealt  with  "dry  and  fleshy" 
fruits.  In  seeds  mimicry  is  very  common — e.g.,  castor-oil 
seed  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  a  beetle,  and  this  doubtless 
affords  the  protection  it  requires.  Seeds  are  an  important 
source  of  alkaloids,  glucosides,  and  bitter  principles,  and 
many  of  the  most  valued  remedial  agents  are  obtained  from 
them.  Reference  was  next  made  to  fixed  oils  of  vegetable 
origin,  and  at  the  close  of  the  lecture  Mr.  Cowley  replied 
to  several  questions,  an  interesting  conversation  thus  arising. 
The  lecturer  was  thanked  for  his  address,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford,  seconded  by  Mr.  Thos.  Critchley,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Highton. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

The  meeting  of  this  Association  on  December  18,  in  their 
new  quarters  at  the  Hotel  Tudor,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  was 
a  unique  pharmaceutical  gathering.  The  fine  hall  in  which 
the  meeting  was  held  was  furnished  with  a  series  of  tables, 
on  which  were  displayed  a  collection  of  over  100  old 
pharmacy  jars,  exhibited  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Marshall,  who 
contributed  an  interesting  paper  on  the  subject,  which 
was  further  illustrated  by  about  fifty  lantern-slides.  Dr. 
W.  H.  Martindale  (President  of  the  Association)  was  in 
the  chair,  and  before  going  on  to  the  general  business  of 


Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale's  Collection. 


the  stem  of  the  fennel,  this  oil-gland  is  most  liable  to  be  laid 
open  and  the  antiseptic  fluid  within  brought  into  use. 
Ammoniacum  and  other  gum  resins  are  produced  in  this 
way.  Tannin  is  another  antiseptic  substance,  and  the 
lecturer  described  its  origin.  He  then  spoke  about  alkaloids 
and  glucosides,  which  are  only  found  in  the  vulnerable  parts 
of  plants,  such  as  the  bark,  the  seed,  and  the  leaf.  Gluco- 
sides are  always  present  along  with  an  enzyme,  to  react  with 
vhem  when  the  contents  of  the  cells  intermingle.  Owing 
to  the  extreme  facility  with  which  glucosides  undergo  hydro- 
lysis it  is  clear  that  leaves  and  barks  containing  them  should 
be  dried  rapidly,  at  a  temperature  that  would  not  be  so  high 
as  to  cause  decomposition,  and  in  the  case  of  leaves  the 
greatest  care  should  be  taken  that  they  are  net  broken  or 
injured  while  fresh.  While  the  majority  of  alkaloids  are 
fairly  stable  bodies,  a  goodly  number  undergo  change 
quickly,  through  fermentation  or  the  action  of  enzymes. 
On  one  point  he  was  extremely  sceptical — viz.,  that  ccnine, 
nicotine,  and  other  liquid  alkaloids  derived  from  pyridine, 
quinoline,  and  their  homol'ogues,  exist  in  plants  as  salts. 
He  thought  it  is  much  more  probable  they  exist  in  com- 
bination with  other  substances  that  break  off  early  in  the 
course  of  extraction.  Referring  to  the  roots  of  plants,  the 
lecturer  said  they  are  liable  to  be  attacked  by  subterranean 
life,  and  must  be  protected  in  the  same  way  as  the  aerial 


the  evening  he  referred  in  feeling  terms  to  the  deaths  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen  (the  treasurer  and  a  past-President  of 
the  Association)  and  of  Mr.  Stephen  Gaubert,  of  Wembley. 
An  eloquent  tribute  to  the  late  Mr.  Bowen  was  paid  by 
Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett,  and  resolutions  of  sympathy  with  the 
relatives  of  Mr.  Bowen  and  Mr.  Gaubert  were  passed 
upstanding.  Letters  were  read  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Johnston, 
of  Streatham  Hill,  with  reference  to  the  institution  of  a 
Guild  of  Registered  Chemists,  and  from  Messrs.  White, 
Gulliver  and  Philp,  regretting  inability  to  be  present. 
Two  new  members  were  proposed  for  election,  and  Dr. 
Martindale  then  gave  his 

Presidential  Address. — In  this  he  reviewed  papers  read 
by  prominent  men  in  the  Association  from  its  inception 
as  the  "  North  Kensington  Chemists'  Association  "  in  1890 
up  to  the  present.  Dr.  Martindale  referred  particularly 
to  the  practical  papers  given  by  the  late  Mr.  Hyslop,  by 
Mr.  Parker  and  others,  as  the  type  of  thing  which  they 
as  an  association  really  desire.  There  had  been  a  tendency, 
asjie  showed,  during  recent  years  to  develop  into  discussions 
of  a  more  ethical  and  legislative  character  than  formerly. 
Recalling  the  period  froml901  to  1903,  when  Inland  Revenue 
matters  were  much  in  evidence,  he  alluded  to  the  excellent 
paper  given  to  the  Association  by  Mr.  Leo  Atkinson,  on  the 
Medicine  Stamp  Acts.    He  had  written  to  Mr.  Atkinson 
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on  the  subject  recently,  and  Mr.  Atkinson  gave  his  impres- 
sions and  experiences  on  the  subject  up  to  date,  extracts 
from  which  Dr.  Martindale  read.  The  conclusion  come 
to  by  Mr.  Atkinson  is  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
should  take  the  matter  in  hand,  and  endeavour  to  get  an 
amended  Stamp  Act.  A  communication  from  Mr.  Peter 
MacEwan  on  the  same  subject  was  also  read  by  the  Presi- 
dent, who  then  rapidly  reviewed  the  growth  of  the  P.  A.T.A. 
and  the  proprietary-article  question  generally,  the  Report 
of  the  Poisons  Committee,  the  "Apprenticeship"  ques- 
tion brought  forward  by  Mr.  R.  Haselwood  Jones,  and 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  on  the  "Wholesaler's  Responsibility." 
Mr.  Umney  wrote  to  say  that  he  was  still  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  what  he  upheld  when  he  read  his  paper  in 
1904,  viz.  "  that  the  retail  pharmacist  should  rely  upon 
his  professional  knowledge  and  skill,  and  should  not  ask 
a  guarantee  from  the  wholesaler  for  drugs  and  galenicals 
supplied."  Finishing  with  the  papers  read  in  1906,  Dr. 
Martindale  said  these  data  showed  that  the  Association 
had  done  good  and  useful  work. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Marshall  then  read  the  paper  by  Monsieur 
Deuterte  and  himself  on 

Old  Pharmacy  Jars. 

Mr.  Marshall  outlined  the  different  kinds  of  pottery  and 
traced  the  origin  of  the  shape  of  the  Italian  albarelli  to  the 
joint  of  a  bamboo  in  which  drugs  were  anciently  imported 
from  the  East.  After  dealing  with  the  rarer  Urbino  ware, 
of  which  beautiful  examples  are  included  in  the  Victoria 
and  Albert  Museum,  he  dealt  with  the  pharmacy  pots  pro- 
duced in  Holland  (Delft)  and  Great  Britain.  He  stated 
that  the  Dutch  learned  the  art  of  making  pottery  and 
decorating  it  from  the  Chinese,  with  whom  they  had  large 
trading  interests  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
manufacture  of  the  Delft  ware  was  described  in  detail,  Mr. 
Marshall  having  seen  the  process  carried  on  at  the 
faience-works  at  Boulogne-sur-Mer.  The  faience  of 
Lambeth,  Bristol,  and  Liverpool  was  next  referred  to,  the 
following  distinguishing  characters  being  noted  : 

The  Dutch  Delft  has  a  body  of  finer  and  more  carefully 
prepared  clay,  the  biscuit  is  softer,  thinner,  and  more 
resonant,  the  glaze  thicker  and,  owing  to  the  body  being 
softer,  it  is  capable  of  absorbing  more  of  the  fluid  enamel, 
and  so  is  whiter  and  more  lustrous.  The  English  body  is 
harder  and  coarser  and  less  resonant,  the  glaze  is  thinner, 
and  has  often  a  rosy  tint  due  to  the  paste  showing  through, 
and  it  has  less  affinity  to  the  biscuit,  consequently  being 
frequently  crackled  and  crazed.  The  decorations  of  Dutch 
Delft,  are  perhaps  the  best  guide,  they  being  far  superior  in 
skill  of  drawing  and  painting,  often  highly  artistic ;  the 
English  decoration,  on  the  other  hand,  is  usually  very  crude 
or  a  poor  imitation  of  the  Dutch.  The  formation  of  the 
■  pieces  are  far  neater  and  carefully  worked  in  the  Dutch, 
which  is  another  guide. 

Mr.  Marshall  then  referred  to  the  fine  collection  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Deutertre,  of  Boulogne,  which  contains  over 
360  specimens.  Mr.  Deutertre,  who  was  formerly  an 
assistant  in  Messrs.  Morton's  old  pharmacy  in  Southampton 
Row,  London,  has  been  a  collector  for  twenty  years. 

Besides  over  a  hundred  specimens  of  pharmacy  pots  on 
the  tables,  about  fifty  lantern-slides  were  exhibited.  These 
latter  included  fine  polychrome  examples  from  the  British 
Museum,  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  the  Reber  col- 
lection (Geneva),  the  Comein  collection  (Antwerp),  the 
Martindale  collection,  the  Evans  collection  (Dublin),  some 
slides  by  the  autoehrome  process  and  others  by  Mr.  W.  L. 
Howie,  of  the  Nuremberg  Museum  collection. 

The  paper  was  followed  with  keen  attention,  and  the 
slides  were  much  admired.  There  was  no  formal  discus- 
sion, but  the  Chairman  asked  Mr.  S.  W.  Woolley  to 
speak.  He  congratulated  the  author  of  the  paper,  and 
said  it  is  the  first  time  such  a  comprehensive  collection  of 
pharmacy  pots  has  been  brought  together  in  this  country, 
and  the  first  time  a  paper  on  the  subject  has  been  read  before 
any  chemists'  association.  He  referred  to  several  collec- 
tions in  different  parts  of  England  and  the  Continent,  but 
stated  that  the  finest  examples  in  the  world  are  to  be  found 
in  the  national  collections  in  this  country.  In  regard  to 
the  Boulogne  factory  described  by  Mr.  Marshall,  he  ob- 
served that  reproductions  are  made  there  which  confirmed 
the  speaker's  doubts  as  to  the  genuineness  of  many  pots, 


particularly  those  dated  in  the  sixteenth  or  early  in  tho 
seventeenth  century.  Inexperienced  collectors  may  easily 
be  deceived  into  buying  reproductions  at  the  price  of  tho 
genuine  articles,  so  excellently  do  the  modern  artists  copy 
the  old  models.  The  President,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
remarks,  suggested  that  useful  work  might  be  done  in  the 
preparation  of  a  glossary  of  the  names  on  the  labels  of 
many  of  these  ancient  pots.  It  would  be  extremely  inter- 
esting to  discover  the  origin  and  derivation  of  these  titles, 
some  of  which  were  quite  obscure.  Special  thanks,  he 
said,  were  due  to  Mr.  Woolley  for  preparing  and  supplying 
the  lantern-slides,  particularly  those  of  the  pots  photo- 
graphed by  the  new  colour  process.  That  was  the  first 
occasion  in  history  in  which  the  new  Lumiere  process  had 
been  applied  to  pharmacy,  and  the  exhibition  of  these 
lantern-slides  was  a  unique  event.  Hearty  thanks  were 
accorded  to  the  lecturer  and  to  others  who  had  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  evening. 


jfesthnttcs. 


Whist. 

The  members  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion held  a  whist-drive  on  December  12  at  Collinson's  Cafe, 
King  Edward  Street,  Leeds.  The  drive  was  a  conspicuous 
success,  there  being  a  gathering  of  from  130  to  140.  Th© 
result  of  the  games  was  as  follows  :  Ladies'  prizes — Mrs. 
Fourness,  Mrs.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  and  Mrs.  Evans ; 
gentlemen's  prizes — Mr.  J.  W.  Price,  Mr.  Firth,  and  Mr. 
Parker.  After  the  prizes  had  been  distributed  by  Mrs. 
Pilkington  Sargeant,  the  company  adjourned  to  a  very  satis- 
factory supper.  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Beacock,  Mr.  J.  R.  Bentley,  and  other  members  of  the 
committee  were  thanked  for  their  good  management  of  the 
affair. 

A  most  enjoyable  whist-drive  took  place  in  connection 
with  the  Preston  and  District  Chemists'  Association  in  the 
Cafe  Orient  on  Thursday  evening,  December  12,  forty  per- 
sons being  present.  Refreshments  were  provided  at 
9  p.m.  At  the  close  prizes  were  distributed  by  the  President 
to  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  :  1st  ladies'  prize, 
Miss  A.  Wareing;  2nd,  Miss  Napthen;  ladies'  booby, 
Mrs.  Arkle.  1st  gentlemen's,  Mr.  Yates ;  2nd,  Miss  Wedg- 
bury ;  gentlemen's  booby,  Mrs.  Williamson.  Another 
whist-drive  is  being  arranged  to  take  place  early  in  the 
New  Year. 

The  Sheffield  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  held  their  fourth 
annual  whist-clrive  at  the  Imperial  Rooms,  Pinstone  Street, 
on  Thursday.  December  12,  when  the  record  number  of  165 
members  and  friends  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 
During  the  evening  Mrs.  Pater  presented  Mr.  Stather  and 
Mr.  Dowson  with  the  prizes  offered  by  Mr.  Pater  and  Mr. 
Douglas  for  the  best  batting  and  bowling  averages.  The 
results  of  the  whist-tournament  was  as  follows  :  Ladies, 
first,  Mrs.  Topliss,  with  182;  second,  Mrs.  Baw-try,  with 
177;  third.  Miss  Wright  (hidden  number,  162).  Gentle- 
men, first,  Mr.  Longaire,  with  177;  second,  Mr.  Williams, 
with  175;  third,  Mr.  Peter,  with  155.  Mrs.  Pater  also  pre- 
sented these  prizes.  Mr.  Pater  officiated  as  M.C.  Mr.  Alf. 
Preston  acted  as  Hon.  Secretary. 

Dakin's  Dinner. 

On  December  7  the  "  Kindrug  "  Athletic  Club  (Dakin  Bros., 
Ltd.)  held  their  annual  dinner  and  smoking-concert  at 
Masons'  Hall.  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.G.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  club  (Mr.  J.  Harrison  Dakin)  being  unable  to 
attend,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Nicoll,  with  Mr. 
G.  Harrison  Dakin  and  Mr.  H.  Shelley  as  Vice-Chairmen.  A 
very  enjoyable  and  varied  musical  programme  was  rendered 
during  the  evening  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  Leech, 
the  accompanist  being  Mr.  H.  Fountain.  Among  the  artists 
who  contributed  were  Messrs.  F.  C.  Bailey.  N.  Torrey.  F. 
Shephard.  W.  Grasty,  Ern.  Stanton,  Willie  Webb,  Pat; 
Casham,  Percy  Albert,  Jack  Warman,  and  Ted  Bentley. 
The  entertainment  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
I  Chairman. 
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An  L.C.A.  Social. 

The  evening  of  Thursday,  December  12,  was  particularly 
damp  and  depressing,  and  not  at  all  conducive  to  journey- 
ing far  from  the  fireside.  In  spite  of  the  weather,  how- 
ever, members  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association  and 
their  friends,  to  the  number  of  about  fifty,  foregathered 
at  the  Horns,  Kennington,  where  a  very  pleasant  even- 
ing was  spent.  This  was  the  first  social  essay  of  the 
Association  (beyond  the  dinner  of  some  years  ago),  and  the 
success  was  so  marked  that  it  is  a  matter  for  surprise  that 
there  are  not  more  of  such  gatherings.  The  arrangements 
were  in  the  charge  of  a  Social  Committee,  but  to  Mr.  J. 
Wellesley  Douglas  probably  belongs  the  chief  credit  for 
the  excellent  programme,  musical  and  otherwise.  Mr. 
Douglas  himself  is  a  violinist  of  no  mean  calibre  (he  played, 
among  other  things,  Handel's  "Largo"  in  a  way  that 
would  have  been  no  discredit  to  a  professional),  while  Mrs. 
Douglas  is  a  finished  vocalist.  The  music  was  of  a  dis- 
tinctly superior  order  throughout,  and  it  would  be  invidious 
to  distinguish  between  the  contributors.  Other  ladies  who 
sang  were  Mrs.  D.  White  (the  wife  of  a  well-known  South 
London  member),  Mrs.  Edwards,  Miss  Beste,  and  Miss 
Rasey.  Several  clever  card-conjuring  tricks  were  done  by 
Mr.  Pickthorn.  The  ever-popular  Mr.  Sidney  Jamieson  was 
heard  in  solo  and  duet,  and  Mr.  Douglas  Bull  and  Mr.  Pur- 
saill  also  sang.  Mr.  Baxter  gave  a  clarionet  solo ;  Mr.  Talin- 
tyre  contributed  pianoforte  solos  ;  and  Miss  E.  L.  Newman, 
a  well-known  composer,  acted  as  accompanist.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Truman  presided,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Pentney, 
Mr.  H.  Slator,  Mr.  D.  White,  and  other  members  of  the 
Association.  Mr.  E.  Pickering,  of  F.  Newbery  &  Sons, 
Ltd. ,  sent  a  telegram  regretting  inability  to  be  present,  and 
wishing  all  a  pleasant  evening.  As  Mr.  Pentney  said,  in 
moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  artistes,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  social  was  the  precursor  of  many  more. 

College  Dinners. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy  took 
place  on  December  13,  in  the  Bath  Hotel,  Glasgow,  with 
Dr.  George  Coull,  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  chair.  About  one 
hundred  students  and  their  friends  were  present,  the  guests 
including  Messrs.  J.  D.  Gilmour  (President  of  the  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association),  J. 
Rutherford  Hill,  Peter  Boa,  George  Rowland,  and  William 
Beaumont  (Edinburgh),  George  Merson  Kilmarnock), 
Al  exander  Macadam  (Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Co.),  W.  L. 
Currie  and  George  Mackie  (Glasgow),  and  Dr.  Carlyle 
(Greenock).  Apologies  were  intimated  from  Lord  Provost 
Sir  William  Bilsland,  Bart.,  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  London, 
and  others.  After  the  loyal  toast  had  been  duly  honoured, 
"The  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Board  of  Examiners  for 
Scotland "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Kemp  (Kirkin- 
tilloch). Replying  for  the  "Pharmaceutical  Society"  Mr. 
Currie  said  the  Council  was  doing  its  utmost  to  further  and 
protect  the  interests  of  every  pharmacist  in  Great  Britain. 
In  the  new  Bill  to  be  placed  before  Parliament,  the  Council 
would  seek  power  to  divide  the  Minor  examination.  "  The 
School  and  Staff  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Gilmour,  who  spoke 
of  the  services  Mr.  Lothian  had  rendered  to  pharmacy  in 
Glasgow  during  the  past  ten  years.  Mr.  John  Lothian 
briefly  replied.  An  excellent  dramatic  and  musical  pro- 
gramme was  contributed  by  Messrs.  Gilmour,  Dickson, 
Currie,  Rowland,  Anderson,  Baird,  Kilpatrick,  etc.,  and  a 
subscription  of  1/.  was  collected  for  the  Benevolent  Fund. 
The  Kinninmont  gold  medal  was  presented  to  the  winner  in 
this  year's  competition,  Mr.  William  Burns,  Dreghorn.  Ayr- 
shire, Mr.  Currie  observing  that  this  was  now  the  tenth  time 
the  medal  had  been  awarded  to  students  of  Mr.  Lothian. 

The  students  of  the  Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy  held 
their  annual  dinner  and  smoking-concert  at  the  Star  and 
Garter  Hotel,  Liverpool,  on  December  11.  The  chair  was 
very  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  while  Sir  Rubert 
Boyce,  Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young  (President  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Societl),  Dr.  Symes,  Dr.  Askew,  Dr.  Harrison,  Dr. 
Driver,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  were  also  present.  By  way  of 
introduction  to  the  smoking-concert  which  followed  the 
dinner  the  Chairman  recalled  the  time  when  he  himself  was 
a  student  at  the  school.  He  strongly  advocated  the  intro- 
duction of  a  compulsory  curriculum  to  replace  the  present 
haphazard  system  of  instruction.  Sir  Rubert  Boyce,  in  an 
eloquent  speech,  regretted  that  the  scheme  for  establishing 


unity  between  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and  the  University 
had  failed,  and  he  promised  his  support  towards  any  move- 
ment for  establishing  a  chair  of  pharmacy  in  the  Universities. 
Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young  advised  students  to  study  conscien- 
tiously in  order  to  increase  the  percentage  of  passes, 
especially  among  the  men  students,  who  compared  very  un- 
favourably in  the  quality  of  their  work  with  women 
students.  A  very  excellent  musical  programme  was  contri- 
buted by  Messrs.  Atkinson,  Brown,  Elliot,  Dix,  Stott, 
Allan,  Nairn,  Pinall,  and  others,  with  Mr.  Rex  Tracy  as 
accompanist. 

Presentation  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Gibson. 

A  social  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society 
of  Ireland  was  held  on  December  17,  at  headquarters, 
11  Waring  Street,  Belfast,  to  make  a  presentation  to 
Mr.  W.  J.  Gibson,  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  on  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Edith  Mary  White.  Both 
bride  and  bridegroom  were  present,  and  received  the 
congratulations  of  many  friends.  The  large  attend- 
ance included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Gibson,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  McDowell,  Messrs.  W.  J.  Rankin,  J.  Frackelton, 
S.  Suffern,  S.  Bonnar,  W.  Martin,  A.  L.  Martin,  W.  H. 
McBride,  H.  Graham,  J.  Williamson,  R.  B.  Alexander, 
J.  W.  Gilmour,  Alf.  Gibson,  G.  Johnson,  D.  H.  McMullan, 


Me.  W.  J.  Gibson.  Mrs.  W.  J.  Gibson. 


S.  Acheson,  W.  Haslett,  F.  Lindsay,  F.  Storey,  E.  Dwyer, 
R.  A.  Jamison;'  A.  R.  Hogg,  W.  J.  Darby,  J.  McCreedy, 
McCullough  and  Pyper,  and  many  ladies.  Apologies  were 
read  from  Mr.  Wm.  Jamison  (President  of  the  Society), 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horner  Haslett,  Mr.  Wm.  Doig,  Mr.  D.  J. 
Hogg,  and  Mr.  E.  Emerson,  J.P. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  congratulated 
Mr.  Gibson  and  his  charming  bride.  Mr.  Gibson,  he  said, 
was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  not  only  he  but 
his  brother,  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson,  had  been  good  friends  of 
the  Society.  When  the  Society  was  formed  twenty  years 
ago  Mr.  Samuel  Gibson  worked  hard,  and  rendered  valuable 
help  in  connection  with  Parliamentary  matters,  advancing 
the  money  to  promote  their  Society's  bills.  In  those  days  the 
Society's  officers  had  sometimes  to  go  to  London  and  stay 
there  for  days  and  weeks  in  the  interests  of  the  trade,  with 
the  result  that  chemists  and  druggists  now  enjoy  the  liberties 
gained  at  that  time.  In  welcoming  Mr.  W.  J.  Gibson 
after  his  marriage,  he  also  wished  to  give  a  hearty  welcome 
to  the  lady  whom  he  had  brought  to  them  from  Bristol  to 
old  Ireland.  She  would  find  the  Irish  people  warm-hearted 
and  loyal,  and  would  make  many  friends  among  them.  He 
cordially  wished  them  both  long  life  and  prosperity,  and 
he  extended  to  them  a  "  cead  mille  failthe."  (Applause.) 

Mr.  S.  Acheson  then  read  the  address,  which  was  beau- 
tifully illuminated,  and  contained  photos  of  the  committee 
of  the  Society,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson,  Montpelier  and  Dera- 
more,  his  former  and  present  homes. 

Congratulatory  speeches  were  delivered  subsequently  by 
Mr.  S.  Acheson,  Mr.  Wm.  Haslett,  Mr.  S.  Suffern,  and 
Mr.  S.  Bonner  (Ballymena). 

Mr.  Gibson,  who  was  received  with  applause,  said  that 
what  had  taken  place,  convinced  him  more  than  ever  that 
their  friendship  towards  him  is  true  and  genuine.  It  was 
close  on  twenty  years  since  he  became  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  Society,  on  the  reorganising  of  the  old 
Society  of  1875,  and  it  was  gratifying  now  to  learn  that 
what  he  had  done  had  been  appreciated.  It  had  always 
been  a  pleasure  to  him  to  do  what  he  could  to  further  the 
interests  of  the  trade,  and  it  should  always  be  his  endeavour 
to  uphold  and  raise  the  standard  of  the  profession.  Supple- 
menting his  formal  reply,  Mr.  Gibson  reviewed  the  work  of 
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the  Society  and  the  changes  that  had  been  made  in  the 
status  of  the  members. 

Mr.  John  Frackelton  then  handed  Mrs.  Gibson  a  beautiful 
pendant  with  centre  of  pearls,  and  Mrs.  Gibson  acknow- 
ledged the  gift  in  a  graceful  speech. 

An  excellent  programme  of  music  was  then  gone  through. 
Votes  of  thanks  finished  the  proceedings. 


£rafcc  IRotes. 


Licoricine.— Messrs.  Mandall  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  the  manufacturers  of  this  popular  speciality, 
announce  that  they  have  introduced  a  large  bottle  for  family 
use,  retailing  at  2s.  9d. 

The  Altrincham  Rubber  Co.,  Stamford  New  Eoad, 
Altrincham,  have  issued  an  illustrated  price-list  of  some  of 
the  goods  which  they  stock,  and  will  send  a  copy  to  any  of 
our  readers  on  application. 

"Lehcaresor"  Papier  Poudre. — Papier  Poudre,  Ltd., 
23  Somerset  Street,  W.,  have  issued  their  popular  ladies' 
toilet  accessory  as  a  dainty  little  purse,  containing  a  small 
mirror,  which  should  prove  very  useful  to  ladies,  particu- 
larly during  the  festive  season.  It  is  as  durable  as  it  is 
dainty,  and  will  last  for  years,  refills  being  supplied  at 
2s.  6d.  per  dozen.  The  price  of  the  cases  with  one  pad  of 
paper  is  8s.  6d.  per  dozen. 

The  King  and  the  Tri-car. — During  his  stay  in  this 
country  King  Alfonso  of  Spain  visited  the  showrooms  of 
Singer  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  17  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  and 
purchased  a  9-h.p.  Singer  Tri-car.  This  vehicle  is  a  car 
of  the  latest  design  with  a  double-cylinder  engine,  three 
speeds  and  reverse,  and  it  is  controlled  in  exactly  the  same 
way  as  a  four-wheeled  car.  The  Singer  Co.  are  known  to 
our  readers  as  manufacturers  of  delivery  cars. 

"  Aperen  "  is  the  name  registered  in  Austria  by  Messrs. 
Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  179  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  for  laxoin  cocoids.  Samples  of  these  were 
submitted  by  the  firm  to  the  Supreme  Sanitary  Authorities 
of  Austria  in  April  last  and  their  claims  stated  by  Dr. 
Ludwig  Sachs,  advocate,  Vienna,  with  the  result  that  they 
were  referred  to  the  chemical  and  therapeutical  authorities 
for  trial.  Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  have  now  been 
informed  that  "  Aperen  "  will  be  admitted  for  the  dispens- 
ing of  physicians'  prescriptions  in  the  Austria-Hungarian 
Empire. 

"  Sauren."- — With  reference  to  the  note  which  we  pub- 
lished last  week  regarding  the  treatment  of  disorders  of 
the  alimentary  canal  by  means  of  curdled  milk,  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  submit  to  us  a  specimen  of  their 
"Sauren,"  consisting  of  compressed  tablets  of  a  pure 
culture  of  Bacillus  acidi  lactici,  from  a  Bulgarian  strain  of 
the  bacillus.  To  make  curdled  milk  a  pint  of  new  milk  is 
brought  to  the  boil,  and  when  it  has  cooled  to  104°  F. 
three  crushed  tablets  are  added,  and  the  mixture  set  aside 
for  six  or  eight  hours,  but  it  is  ready  in  five  hours.  Sugar 
may  be  added,  and  flavouring  such  as  cinnamon  (an  excel- 
lent intestinal  antiseptic)  or  nutmeg.  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Hanburys  cultivate  the  bacilli  at  their  own  factories  and 
assure  themselves  of  the  individuality  or  purity  of  the 
product.  The  tablets  are  put  up  in  small  flasks  to  retail 
at  2?.  6d.  A  pamphlet  in  regard  to  the  treatment  can  be 
obtained  from  the  firm  on  application. 


The  "London  and  China  Telegraph"  states  that  the  con- 
tract of  the  Formosan  Government  with  Messrs.  Samuel 
Samuel  &  Co.  relating-  to  the  sole  agency  for  the  disposal  of 
camphor  produced  in  Formosa,  expires  in  March  next.  It  is 
stated  that  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha,  which  endeavours  to 
monopolise  the  trade  in  Japan,  has  been  working  to  obtain  the 
contract  next  year  by  availing  itself  of  the  influence  of  the 
Marquis  Inouye.  The  Formosan  authorities  are,  however, 
not  inclined  to  make  the  transfer,  holding  that  it  is  unfair  to 
deprive  Messrs.  Samuel  Samuel  &  Co.  of  the  business,  as  they 
have  rendered  good  service  during  the  past  eight  years,  and 
have  given  no_  cause  of  complaint.  The  Formosan  authorities 
have,  it  is  said,  decided  to  conduct  the  business  themselves 
from  next  year  without  the  assistance  of  agents.  Officials 
will  shortly  be  sent  to  London  and  New  York  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements. 


Tlra&e^marks  HppUefc)  jfor* 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  appli- 
cations should  be  odged  with  C.  N.  Dalton.  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 

London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7, cost  £i,\ 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  27,  1907.) 
"Tabliss";  for  table-waters  in  Class  44.    By  Alkuris,  Ltd., 

37  Sheen  Road,  Richmond,  S.W.  296,677. 
"  Cydropelle  "  ;  for  non-alcoholic  beverages.    By  Dowden  & 

Pook,  Ltd.,  41  Bermondsey  Square,  S.E.  296,774. 
"  Jabon  de  Reuter"  on  reproduction  of  label;  for  toilet  and 

shaving  soap.    By  Barclay  &  Barclay,  44  Stone  Street, 

New  York,  U.S.A.  289,195. 
"  Paxtine"  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  48.    By  the  Paxton  Toilet 

Co.,  221  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston,  U.S.A.  295,545. 
"Dontozone"  ;  for  toilet-preparations.    By  the  Medical  and 

General   Specialities  Co.,   300  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

296,543. 

"  Bermo  "  ;  for  soap  and  toilet-preparations.    By  Mcintosh 
Wilson  &  Co.,  35  Aldermanbury,  E.C.  296,652. 
(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  December  4,  1907.) 

"Atlas";  for  chemicals.  By  the  Atlas  Preservative  Co., 
Ltd.,  Windmill  Lane  Wharf,  Deptford,  S.E.  295,926. 

"Cosmos"  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  1,  except  bronze-powders, 
and  all  goods  in  Class  4  (296,450,  296,451);  and  "  Prima- 
zine  "  ;  for  goods  in  Classes  1  and  4  (296,843,  296,844).  By 
Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik,  Ludwigshafen-on- 
Rhine,  Germany. 

"Vernolene";  for  water-paint.  By  Mejer,  Greenwood  & 
Co.,  63  Oxford  Street,  Hull,  Yorkshire.  297,114. 

"  Phytophiline,"  "  Vittphiline,"  "  Viniphiline  "  ;  for  a  para- 
site-destroyer. By  "  Phytobie  "  Internationale  Neder- 
landsche  Maatschappy,  15  Molenstraat,  The  Hague,  Hol- 
land. 293,995. 

"  Blattis  "  above  label  showing  a  lady  standing  on  a  stool; 

for  a   cockroach-exterminator.     By   Howarth  &  Fair, 

471  Crookesmoor  Road,  Sheffield.  294,785. 
"  Kreeloo  "  ;  for  a  disinfectant.    By  Baker  &  Co.,  48  Marl- 
borough Road,  Liverpool.  296,943. 
Bust  of  a  woman  ;  for  chemicals.    By  the  Macdonald  Cure-I- 

Can  Co.,  70  Rutland  Street,  Leicester.  289,351. 
"  Paxto  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  3  and  Class  48.   By  the 

Paxton  Toilet  Co.,  221  Columbus  Avenue,  Bostop,  U.S.A. 

295,546,  295,547. 
An  arm  surrounded  by  three  circles,  the  innermost  bearing 

the  letters  "E  H  E  O";  for  an  ointment.    By  Hannah 

Evans,  Stafford  House,  Corris,  Merionethshire.  295,469. 
"  Mother  Seigel's  Syrup- tablets  "  on  representation  of  label ; 

for  medicines.    By  A.  J.  White,  Ltd.,  35  Farringdon 

Road,  E.C.    295,704,  295,705. 
"  Spun  "  ;  for  ointments.    By  Robert  Blackie,  Shen  Works, 

Tower  Bridge  Road,  London,  S.E.  297,187. 
"  Dil-Dol  "  ;  for  a  corn  and  wart  cure.    By  Dean  &  Holt, 

78  Yorkshire  Street,  Rochdale.  296,008. 
"  Bioglobin  "  ;  for  pharmaceutical  preparations.    By  "  Bio- 

globin  "  Ges.  m.b.H.,  Bahnstrasse  28,  Schoneberg,  near 

Berlin.  296,355. 
"  Zana  "  ;  for  carbonic-acid  preparations.    By  the  Hygiene 

Co.,  Ltd.,  26  Southwark  Bridge  Road,  S.E.  296,639. 
"  Livatonia  "  on  a  black  square;  for  a  medicine.    By  Liva- 

tonia  Liver  Cure  Co.,  128  Fore  Street,  Edmonton,  London, 

N.  296,829. 

"  Pareitos  " ;  for  a  medicine.    By  John  Sharpies  &  Co., 

71  Market  Street,  Manchester.  296,919. 
"  Ceraton  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  4.    By  the  Gum  Tragasol 

Supply  Co.,  Ltd.,  The  Works,  Hooton,  Cheshire.  290,798. 
"  Eagle  Brand  "  (label  showing  a  flying  eagle)  ;  for  bleached 

shellac.    By  Browne  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  62  London  Wall,  London, 

E.C.  296,333. 

"  Zenobia  "  ;  for  food-substances.  Bv  W.  F.  Charles,  Zenobia 
Perfume-works,  Woodgate,  Lougnborough,  Leicestershire. 

296,696. 

"  Vinoloids  "  ;  for  lozenges  and  like  articles  in  Class  48.  By 
J.  Chapman  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lower  Westwick  Street,  Nor- 
wich. 296,772. 

"Fan"  below  a  representation  of  the  article;  for  detergents. 
By  Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Bank  Quay,  Warring- 
ton, Lancashire.  297,648. 

"  Moturpene  "  ;  for  motor  spirit  and  oils.  By  Turpene,  Ltd., 
14  St.  Mary  Axe,  London,  E.C.  297,833. 
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Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  of  Blackburn,  has  been  elected 
Chairman  of  St.  Mary's  Liberal  Ward  Committee. 

Mr.  Harold  Deane,  B.Sc.(Lond.),  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  has  been  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry. 

Mr.  Charles  Trentham  Maw,  senior  partner  in  the 
firm  of  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  has  been  appointed  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  Surrey. 

Mr.  R.  Sims  Overton  is  now  representing  Messrs.  Eugene 
Geraut  &  Co.,  129  and  141  Farringdon  Road,  London,  E.C., 
in  London  and  suburbs,  principally  on  the  south  side. 

Mr.  Thos.  H.  Percival,  proprietor  of  Percival's 
Pure  Drug  Co.,  140  and  142  High  Street,  Walt- 
hamstow  ;  3  Broadway,  Ludgate  Hill ;  and  34  Angel  Lane, 
Stratford,  has  issued  a  circular  stating  that  he  has  not 
closed  any  of  his  shops. 

Mr.  S.  Allen  Warner,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly 
in  business  at  29  Regent  Circus,  Swindon,  has  left  the 
employ  of  Mr.  John  J.  Shawyer,  J. P.,  for  whom  he  has 
worked  for  the  last  two  and  a  half  years,  in  order  to  take 
up  organising  work  in  connection  with  the  Society  of  Friends 
in  Swindon  and  district.  His  address  now  is  148  Goddard 
Avenue,  Swindon. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Woolnough,  past  President  of  the  Pharmacy 
Board  of  Victoria,  an  interview  with  whom  is  reported  in 
this  issue,  expects  his  co-partner,  Mr.  F.  E.  Acutt,  to  join 
him  here  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  they  will  be 
glad  to  hear  from  business  houses  in  regard  to  Australian 
and  New  Zealand  trade.  Letters  to  Mr.  Woolnough  may  be 
addressed  to  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 

The  marriage  of  Miss  Ida  M.  Gibson,  of  Brighton,  to 
Mr.  C.  V.  Bisley  unites  two  prominent  Brighton  families, 
and  the  occasion  was  a  local  society  function,  a  reception 
being  held  at  the  Hotel  Metropole.  Among  the  presents 
were  a  silver  tea-tray  from  Sir  Harry  Poland,  K.C.,  a  solid 
silver  tea-service  from  the  directors  of  the  Brighton  West 
Pier  Co.  (of  which  the  bride's  father  is  chairman),  and  a 
dining-room  clock  from  the  Brighton  Association  of 
Pharmacy. 

Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  21  High 
Street,  Gravesend,  has  been  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  borough  of  Gravesend.  The  numerous  friends  of 
Mr.  Feaver  Clarke  all  over  the  country  will  be  delighted  to 
learn  of  this.  Mr.  Clarke  is  a  native  of  Wincanton,  Somer- 
setshire, where  he  was  born  on  October  26,  1843.  He  was 
educated  at  Browning's  Academy,  Weston,  near  Bath,  and 
at  the  Wesleyan  College,  Taunton.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  James  Barling  Purchase  in  his  native 
town,  and  then  for  thirteen  years  was  assistant  with  Mr. 
J.  B.  Guyer,  The  Strand,  Torquay,  when  he  passed  the 
qualifying  examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  taking  honours  in  both  the  Minor  and 
Major.  He  went  to  Gravesend  in  1876.  Besides  his 
pharmaceutical  activities,  Mr.  Clarke  is  hon.  local  repre- 
sentative of  the  Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Music  and  Royal  College  of  Music,  a  foundation  manager  of 
the  King  Street  National  Schools,  a  director  of  the  North 
Kent  Building  Society,  a  manager  of  the  Gravesend 
Savings  Bank,  hon.  treasurer  of  the  Penny  Bank  of  the 
Gravesend  Ragged  School,  hon.  life  governor  of  the  Mer- 
chant Seamen's  Orphan  Asylum  (Snaresbrook),  life 
governor  of  the  Gravesend  Hospital,  and  secretary  of  the 
Gravesend  Public  Hall  Company.  For  twenty-five  years 
he  served  upon  the  local  committee  of  the  South  Kensing- 
ton Science  and  Art  Classes  in  connection  with  technical 
education ;  for  twenty-two  years  he  was  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Gravesend  Choral  Association  ;  for  three  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  old  School  Board,  two  years  a  Town  Coun- 
cillor, seven  years  a  warden  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  and 
now  he  is  a  sidesman  of  St.  George's  Church  and 
hon.  secretary  of  St.  George's  Church  House  Committee. 
He  was  associated  with  the  late  Major  McKown  in  in- 
stituting free  breakfasts  in  connection  with  the  Gravesend 
Ragged  School  for  poor  children  attending  the  Board 
Schools,  and  for  seven  years  personally  superintended  the 
serving  of  the  breakfasts. 


ftraoc  IReport 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  smal} 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C,  December  19. 

TVUSINESS  in  drugs  and  chemicals  has  perceptibly 
-L*  slackened  down,  and  next  week  will  be  practically  a 
blank  in  our  markets.  The  features  of  interest  since  our  last 
report  include  a  further  advance  in  glycerin,  which  was 
anticipated,  and  a  distinct  rise  in  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil 
in  several  quarters.  Ethers  will  probably  be  advanced 
owing  to  the  high  cost  of  methylated  spirit.  Other- 
wise alterations  are  in  favour  of  buyers,  these  includ- 
ing a  reduction  in  morphine  and  codeine  of  6d.  and  9d. 
per  oz.  respectively.  Opium  is  depressed  and  lower,  especi- 
ally in  primary  markets.  Star  aniseed  oil  is  a  shade  easier, 
with  rather  more  demand.  Menthol  and  peppermint  oil 
are  nominal.  China  crude  camphor  and  galls  are  lower 
for  shipment.  Caraway-seed  is  higher  and  cascara  is  firmer 
to  come  forward.  Ammonia  sulphate  and  antimony  are 
easier.  Red  and  white  lead,  turpentine,  carnauba  wax, 
pepper,  and  Russian  petroleum  have  all  declined.  Cinchona 
was  barely  steady  at  the  London  auction  on  Tuesday.  The 
changes  of  the  week  are  as  follows  : 


Higher 

Easier 

Lower 

Caraway  seed 
Caseara  sagrada 

(c.i.f.) 

Cod-liver  oil 
Glycerin 

Ammonia  sulphate 
Aniseed  oil,  star 
Antimony 
Petroleum 

Camphor  (China  cr. 
Carnauba  wax 
Codeine 

Galls  (China  c.i.f. ) 

Morphine 

Opium 

Pepper 

Red  and  white  lead 
Turpentine 

Cablegram. 

New  York,  December  19  : — Business  in  drugs  is  dull. 
Opium  has  been  reduced  to  $5  20c.  per  lb.  for  druggists'  by 
single  cases.  Bromides  are  2c.  per  lb.  lower.  Hydrastis 
(golden  seal)  is  firmer  at  $1.75.  Senega  is  lower  at  48c. 
Copaiba,  peppermint,  and  refined  camphor  are  all  un- 
changed. 

Java  Quinine  Auction. 

At  the  Batavia  auction  on  December  18,  5,524  kilos.  Ed.  II. 
quinine  sulphate  were  offered,  of  which  592  kilos,  were  sold 
at  fl.  11.40  per  kilo.  (  =  3. 45c.  Amsterdam  unit)  against  fl.  11.80 
(  =  3.65c.  Amsterdam  unit)  at  the  previous  auction. 

London  Markets. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  easy  at  1.5.  8d.  for  either  English  of 
foreign. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  steady  at  ll^d.  to  ll^d.  for  English 
and  11c?.  for  foreign. 

Aniseed. — Small  sales  of  good  Russian  have  been  made 
at  23.s.  per  cwt. 

Antimony. — Crude  Japanese  is  offered  at  30/.  per  ton 
spot,  but  29/.  would  probably  be  accepted  for  a  round  lot. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — We  are  informed  that  last  week  half  a 
ton  of  genuine  Maranham  as  imported  was  sold  at  2s.  10^d. 
per  lb.  It  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  quotation 
given  in  our  last  issue  did  not  apply  to  this  description. 
Further  small  sales  of  B.P.  quality  (not  Maranham)  have 
been  made  on  spot  at  2.5.  6d.  net. 

Camphor. — China  crude  is  lower,  with  sellers  at  from 
165s.  to  175s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  and  on  the  spot  185.'.  to  190s. 
is  quoted. 
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Canary-seed  continues  neglected,  but  quotations  are  un- 
changed at  36s.  to  37s.  per  quarter  for  Turkish  Morocco  and 
clean  River  Plate. 

Caraway-seed  is  dearer  at  38.s.  bd.  to  39s.  bd.  per  cwt. 
for  fair  to  good  Dutch  on  the  spot. 

Cardamoms. — As  is  usual  between  the  auctions,  small 
sales  from  second-hands  have  been  made  at  an  appreciation 
of  Id.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — In  response  to  bids,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained by  cable  that  42s.  6d.  c.i.f.  is  the  lowest  price  for 
shipment,  this  denoting  a  firmer  tone. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  the  somewhat  better 
supply  of  545  packages  offered,  of  which  rather  less  than 
two-thirds  sold  at  slightly  easier  rates,  the  average 
unit  being  about  %d.,  against  rather  over  \%d.  at  the  pre- 
vious London  sale. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  offered  and 
sold  : 

Packages  Packages 
Offered  Sold 

Java  cinchona    'Z52  of  which  184 

East  Indian  cinchona   197        ,,  72 

Ceylon  cincliona   ...     116        „  72 

545      „  328 

f  The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark  pur- 


chased by  the  principal  buyers  : 

Lb. 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  Ltd   34,320 

i       The  Brunswick  Factory                              ...  6,654 

',-     The  Mannheim  factory   3,381 

The  American  and  Italian  Factories    3,256 

The  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  Factories        ...  1,530 

Druggists,  etc   18,440 


Total  quantity  sold    67,581 

Bought  in   30,794 

Total  quantity  offered   98,375 


The  prices  paid  were  as  follows  :  East  Indian. — Extra  bold 
silvery  mossy  druggists'  quill,  4^rf.  Officinalis,  natural  stem- 
chips,  3£d.  to  bid.,  renewed  ditto  3|d.,  and  root  3f«Z. 
Ceylon. — Succirubra,  natural  stem  chips  and  shavings,  3\d. 
to  3|d.,  root  3§<7.  to  5M.,  ordinary  stem  and  branch  l|d.  to 
2d.  Java. — A  string  of  157  bales  crushed  Ledgeriana  stem- 
chips  sold  at  Aid.,  and  a  further  27  bales  realised  2|d.  ror 
Ledgeriana  branch,  and  21,d.  for  hybrid-branch  chips.  The 
next  London  sales  will  be  held  on  January  14. 
The  exports  from  Java  during  the  first  half  of  December 
amounted  to  747,000  Amst.  lb.,  against  309,000  Amst.  lb 
last  year  and  548,000  Amst.  lb.  in  1905. 

Codeine  and  Salts. — The  makers  announce  a  reduction 
equivalent  to  9d.  per  oz.  on  the  minimum  quantity.  Pure 
crystals  or  powder  are  now  quoted  at  lis.  6d.,  hydrochloride 
10s.  8d.,  sulphate  10s.  8d.,  and  phosphate  9s.  lOd.  per  oz. 
for  70-oz.  contracts;  for  delivery  over  six  months  a  reduc- 
tion of  3d.  per  oz.  is  made.  These  terms  are  net  cash  in 
fourteen  days  and  no  falling  clause. 

Coriander-seed  is  firm,  with  a  fair  business  passing  at 
9s.  to  9s.  3d.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot,  and  at  8s.  3d.  to  8s.  bd. 
c.i.f.  terms  for  shipment  from  Morocco. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  steady  at  87s.  for  98  per  cent,  and  85s. 
for  95  per  cent,  powder. 

Cumin-seed  is  steady,  with  small  sales  of  Morocco  at  40s. 
to  45s.,  and  East  Indian  at  37s.  per  cwt. 

Dionin. — The  price  of  this  morphine  derivative  has  been 
reduced  considerably. 

Dragon's-blood. — Three  cases  have  arrived  from  Eombay 
per  Egypt. 

Ethers. — Owing  to  the  high  price  of  methylated  spirit, 
the  makers  of  ethers  have  had  a  meeting  to  discuss  the 
advisability  of  advancing  prices. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  in  little  demand,  and  the  price  is 
nominal  at  10s.  to  lis.  per  cwt. 

Galls  are  dull  and  easier,  with  sellers  of  Chinese  for 
January-March  shipment  at  45s.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Gambier. — Cubes  on  spot  are  somewhat  scarce,  with  small 
sales  at  30s.  spot  for  No.  1. 

Gamboge. — The  Merlin,  from  Havre,  has  arrived  with 
5  cases. 


Glycerin. — The  anticipated  advance  of  2s.  per  cwt.  which 
has  been  on  the  cards  for  several  weeks  took  place  on  Friday 
last. 


The  following  is  now  the  scale  of  prices : 


1 dekages 

Under 
1  cwt. 

1  cwt. 
and 
under 
2h  cwt. 

2h  cwt. 
"and 
under 
5  cwt. 

5  cwt. 

and 
under 
10  cwt. 

10  cwt. 
and 
under 
i0  cwt. 

1  ton 
and 
under 
5  tons 

Contracts  in  Minimum 
Deliveries  of 

1  cwt. 

2  cwt. 

2h  cwt. 

5  cwt. 

s.  d. 

S.  (1. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

10-cwt.  drums   

60  6 

60  0 

5  cwt,  drums 

61  6 

61  0 

60  6 

2s  cwt.  drums   

63  0 

62  0 

61  6 

61  0 

1-cwt.  drums   

64  6 

61  0 

63  0 

62  6 

62  0 

5611>.  tins  in  cases 

67  6 

66  6 

66  0 

65  0 

64  6 

64  0 

28  lb.  tins  in  eases 

69  0 

68  0 

67  6 

66  6 

66  0 

65  6 

The  prices  are  for  double-distilled  sp.  gr.  1.260  quality. 


Honey  remains  firm  and  in  steady  demand,  holders  asking 
46s.  spot  for  good  white  Californian. 

Lemon-juice. — English  raw  is  tending  firmer,  owing  to 
the  excessively  high  price  of  lemons ;  1«.  Ad.  to  Is.  bd.  per 
gal.  is  quoted,  foreign  being  offered  a  trifle  under  these 
figures. 

Linseed  is  very  quiet,  good  quality  offers  at  50s.  per 
quarter. 

Morphine. — Owing  to  the  lower  prices  for  opium  the 
makers  have  further  reduced  their  prices  by  bd.  per  oz.,  and 
now  quote  as  follows  : 


100-oz. 

250-oz. 

Per 

oz. 

Contracts 

Contracts 

over 

over 

3  months 

6  mouths 

s. 

d. 

i.  d. 

s.  d. 

Morphine  acetate   

7 

3 

7  2 

7  1 

,,      hydrochlor.  cryst.  ... 

7 

5 

7  4 

7  3 

,,             ,,          pulv.  ... 

7 

3 

7  2 

7  1 

,,  meconate 

9 

1 

8  Hi 

8  10 

„      pur.  cryst.  ... 

9 

3 

9  Ik 

9  0 

„  precip  

9 

1 

8  11* 

8  10 

,,'     sulphate  cryst. 

7 

i> 

7  4 

7  3 

,,  pulv. 

7 

3 

7  2 

7  1 

,,  tartrate   

9 

1 

8  114 

8  10 

The  above  prices  are  net  cash  in  fourteen  days  and  no 
falling  clause. 


Musk  is  steady,  holders  of  best  Tonquin  blue  skin  asking 
85s.  per  oz. 

Nux  Vomica  is  excedingly  scarce,  and  wanted  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Aniseed,  Star. — Sales  for  forward  delivery  (about 
40  cases)  have  been  made  at  4s.  l^d.  c.i.f.  terms,  and  on 
the  spot  there  are  offers  at  4s.  9d.  per  lb.  for  ordinary 
brands,  the  "Red  Ship"  being  quoted  4s.  lOd.  At  the 
moment  spot  oil  is  somewhat  scarce. 

Oil,  Cassia,  containing  80  to  85  per  cent,  c.a.,  is  obtain- 
able at  6s.  Qd.,  and  75  to  80  per  cent.  c.a.  6s.  bd.  per  lb. 
spot.    C.i.f.  prices  are  much  below  these  figures. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  market  is  decidedly  firmer  in 
Norway,  whence  higher  prices  have  been  cabled.  Agents 
now  quote  at  from  70s.  to  75s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  for 
finest  Lofoten  oil,  and  fair  sales  have  been  made  at  from 
70s.  to  72s.  On  the  other  hand,  one  particular  brand  is 
quoted  easier  at  from  64s.  to  65s.  c.i.f.  for  prompt  ship- 
ment, but  such  an  offer  is  not  an  open-market  quota- 
tion. Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  December  16 
that  the  oil  market  continues  very  firm,  and  finest 
non-congealing  Lofoten  cod-liver  oil  has  been  sold  in  small 
lots  at  the  equivalent  of  63s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  13,176 
barrels,  against  15,997  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date  of 
1906. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  Wayne  County  oil  in  tins 
is  nominal  on  spot  at  7s.  per  lb.,  and  6s.  9d.  c.i.f.  H.G.H. 
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is  unchanged  at  10s.  lid.  to  1L?,  London  terms  and 
Japanese  dementholised  (Kobayashi)  is  4s.  10d.,  other 
brands  being  offered  a  shade  under. 

Oils,  Fixed. — American  Turpentine  has  declined  9d.  on 
the  week,  spot  offering  at  33s.  9d.  per  cwt.  Russian  Petroleum 
is  the  turn  easier  at  6±d.  to  6|c7. ,  but  ordinary  refined 
American  is  unchanged  at  Id.  to  l^cl.  Linseed  is  steady  at 
22s.  to  22s.  M.  in  pipes,  and  22s.  41>d.  in  barrels.  Coconut 
is  lower  at  30s.  for  Ceylon  and  42s.  for  Cochin  on  spot. 
Rape  is  quiet  at  32s.  6d.  for  ordinary  brown  and  34s.  6d. 
for  refined.  Cottonseed  is  easier  at  20s.  7>d.  for  crude, 
22s.  6d.  for  ordinary  pale  refined,  and  24s.  for  sweet  refined. 
Lagos  Palm  is  6d.  easier  at  30s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Opium  remains  depressed  and  prices  are  tending  lower. 
Cable  offers  which  have  been  made  from  Smyrna  this  week 
indicate  that  holders  are  willing  to  sell  at  substantially 
lower  prices,  but  there  is  no  anxiety  to  buy.  The  price  of 
fair  Smyrna  druggists'  on  the  spot  is  about  17s.  6d.  per  lb. , 
and  Persian,  which  is  plentiful,  can  be  had  at  12s.  6c?.  per  lb. 

Smyrna,  December  6.— Favourable  weather  has  again  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  week,  and  the  poppy  sowings  continue 
to  be  carried  out  extensively  in  most  districts.  Holders  are 
trying  weakly  to  maintain  the  position  by  spreading  reports 
that  in  the  Karahissar  districts  very  little  rain  has  fallen, 
and  that  hard  frosty  weather  set  in,  but  all  this  requires  con- 
firmation. If  a  large  order  were  to  come  to  hand,  holders 
would  immediately  celebrate  the  event  by  a  substantial  reduc- 
tion. The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  1,303  cases,  against 
2,997  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

Quinine.— Although  bark  declined  by  about  12  per  cent, 
at  auction  last  week  the  quinine-makers  decided  not  to  make 
any  reduction  in  their  nominal  price,  which  remains  at 
8{d.  for  sulphate  in  bulk;  this  quotation  has  been  in  vogue 
since  June  last,  although  raw  material  has  cheapened  con- 
siderably since  that  date.  A  report  has  been  industriously 
circulated  to  the  effect  that  the  German  quinine-makers  are 
to  advance  their  price  to  lid  per  oz.  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  but  those  who  circulate  such  reports  do  not  seem  to 
have  the  courage  of  their  convictions  by  securing  cheap 
second-hand  parcels  at  7%d.,  or  placing  orders  with  the 
makers  at  8^d.  As  a  consequence  of  these  rumours,  however, 
there  has  been  more  inquiry  for  cheap  parcels  from  second- 
hands,  for  which  there  are  buyers  at  7±d.,  but  in  view  of  anv 
possible  development  there  are  no  sellers  below  7fd.,  and 
some  ask  8d. 

The  Amsterdam  Quinine-works  will  offer  1,984.500  kilos. 
(70,000  oz.  net)  quinine  sulphate  B.P.  by  public  auction  at 
Amsterdam  on  Friday,  December  27. 

Red  Lead  is  about  21.  lower,  English  offering  at  161.  5s., 
and  white  at  191.  Foreign  red  is  also  unaltered  at  111.,  but 
■white  is  easier  at  181. 

Rhubarb.— The  s.s.  Tamba  Maru  has  brought  21  cases 
from  Shanghai. 

Spirit  (Rectified).— In  our  issues  of  October  19  and 
November  23  we  gave  full  particulars  of  the  several 
advances  that  have  been  made  by  the  German  ring  in 
rectified  spirit,  the  price  of  which,  as  already  pointed  out, 
is  considerably  above  that  of  British  grain-spirit,  with  the 
result  that  competition  is  entirely  eliminated  for  the  time 
being.  Just  about  the  time  the  British  combination  in 
industrial  spirit  was  formed  in  November  last,  an  advance 
of  l\d.  per  proof  gal.  was  agreed  upon  by  British  distillers, 
bringing  the  price  up  to  ll\d.  per  proof  gal.,  and  many 
new  contracts  for  1908  delivery  were  made  at  this  figure. 
It  may  be  stated  that  the  above  price  is  for  six  months'  con- 
tracts, and  the  allowance  of  \d.  per  proof  gal.  formerly 
given  to  large  consumers  has  been  abolished. 

Sugar  of  Milk  remains  easy,  with  sellers  at  45s.  per  cwt. 
for  practically  any  make. 

Turmeric— Madras  has  been  sold  at  better  prices,  up  to 
25s.  having  been  paid  for  bold  bright  finger.  Sellers  of 
Bengal  ask  20s.,  and  small  sales  of  Cochin  for  March-April 
shipment  have  been  made  at  10s.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  at  all  the  main  centres  of  the  heavy-chemical  1 
market  is  now,  comparatively  speaking,  on  the  quiet  side, 
and  likely  to  continue  so  until  after  the  turn  of  the  New  Year. 
The  general  demand,  however,  in  view  of  the  circumstances 
is  very  fair,  and  prices  all  round  are  on  the  steady  side. 

Alkali-produce.— In    this    department  bleaching-powder 


seems  especially  in  brisk  request.  Other  products  maintain 
a  normal  tone. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — This  market  has  again  been  very 
quiet,  and  the  tone  of  prices  is  somewhat  weaker,  since  makers- 
are  apparently  rather  more  anxious  to  sell  on  prompt 
account.  There  is  a  moderate  inquiry  on  forward  account, 
but  nothing  much  is  being  done,  since  buyers  want  a  reduc- 
tion on  present  prices,  while  makers  hold  out  for  an  advance. 
Present  nominal  figures:  Beckton  prompt  and  forward 
12/.  2s.  M.  to  12/.  5s.,  Beckton  terms  11/.  15s.  to  11/.  16s.  id., 
London  11/.  13s.  2d.  to  11/.  15s.,  Leith  12/.  2s.  6d.  to  12/.  3s.  9cZ., 
and  Hull  11/.  15s.  to  11/.  16s.  3</. 

Barium-products  are  in  good  all-round  request,  and  very 
steady.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  in 
paste-form,  6/.  15s.  to  11.  10s.  per  ton  in  usual  casks ;  pure 
blanc  fixe,  dried  and  in  powder-form,  8/.  15s.  to  9/.  15s.  per 
ton  in  7  to  8  cwt.  casks  ;  precipitated  sulphate  of  barium  (by- 
product), dried  and  in  powder-form,  is  on  the  scarce  side,  and 
steady  at  6/.  2s.  bd.  to  6Z.  7s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  mineral  sulphate  o£ 
barytes  is  in  good  average  demand,  and  now  in  somewhat 
better  supply  at  figures  varying  from  50s.  to  100s.  per  ton, 
according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  package ;  chloride  of 
barium  continues  scarce  for  prompt  delivery,  and  price  is 
steady  at  11.  10s.  to  8/.  per  ton  in  casks ;  pure  precipitated 
carbonate  of  barytes  continues  very  scarce,  and  firm  at 
11.  10s.  to  9/.  per  ton  in  bags;  crude  sulphide  of  barium,  70  to 
75  per  cent.,  is  dearer  at  5/.  5s.  to  5/.  15s.  per  ton  ;  hydrate  ol 
barium,  purest  crystals,  13/.  15s.  to  14/.  15s.  per  ton  in  6  to  7  cwt. 
casks  ;  fused  concentrated  barium  hydrate,  56  to  60  per  cent. 
BaO,  solid  in  5  to  6  cwt.  drums,  13/.  15s.  to  15/.  per  ton,  and 
crushed  in  special  drums  about  3  cwt.  each  30s.  per  ton 
extra  ;  nitrate  of  barium  crystals,  19/.  10s.  to  20/.  10s.  per  ton. 
in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks,  and  powder  19/.  15s.  to  20/.  15s.  per  ton. 

American  Drug  Market. 

Keiv  York,  December  10. 

The  local  drug-market  has  not  improved  during  the  interval. 
December  is,  at  best,  a  quiet  month,  owing  to  general  stock- 
taking operations,  and  the  withdrawal  of  drummers  to  head- 
quarters. The  fall  in  santonin  was  the  principal  feature. 
Other  declines  are  opium,  aloes,  mandrake,  and  hydrastis. 
Copaiba  is  firmer. 

Aloes. — Curacao  in  boxes  is  lower  at  8c.  to  9c,  owing  to 
the  expected  early  arrival  of  new  crop.  The  Cape  variety 
has  not  responded  so  far,  but  lower  prices  will  naturally 
follow. 

Camphor. — Recent  developments  abroad  have  influenced 
a  stronger  tone  in  the  spot  market  for  refined.  The  majority 
of  dealers  have  advanced  prices  by  2c.  to  70c.  to  71c,  but 
competition  continues  lively,  and  68c  is  still  quoted  in  some 
quarters.  For  use  in  the  arts  the  synthetic  article  bids  fair 
to  replace  the  natural  product,  when  the  purification  of  the 
former  is  more  thoroughly  understood. 

Canada  Balsam  is  fairly  steady  at  $3.50  to  $4.00.  The 
Oregon  variety  is  easier  at  the  former  range  of  $1.80  to  $1.90. 

Cascara  continues  in  easy  tendency  on  spot,  with  only 
moderate  sales  at  9c.  to  11c.  Offerings  from  primary  sources 
have  not  been  encouraged  of  late,  dealers  here  refusing  to 
buy  heavily  until  financial  conditions  relax.  Coast  holders 
are  not  pressed,  however,  and  hold  their  stocks  fairly  steady 
at  7c,  f.o.b. 

Copaiba  has  moved  into  a  stronger  position,  owing  to  the 
continued  shortage  of  the  better  grades  of  C.  &  S.  Ameri- 
can, with  prices  advanced  to  50c.  to  55c.  Some  stock  is  still 
offered  at  45c,  although  47c.  is  reckoned  a  minimum  import 
price. 

Henbane. — Egyptian  comes  on  the  market  from  time  to  time, 
but  there  is  no  great  demand  for  it,  and  several  ton  lots  have 
been  sold  cheap.  The  alkaloidal  contents  of  recent  arrivals 
varied  from  0.6  to  1.2  per  cent.,  indicating  great  possibilities 
from  a  manufacturing  point  of  view  should  supplies  become 
more  regular. 

Hydrastis. — Continued  inactivity  has  unsettled  the  market 
to  some  extent,  and  a  lower  range  of  $1.80  to  $1.90  now 
prevails. 

Lithium  Carbonate  has  not  further  altered  in  price,  but 
negotiations  between  rival  firms  are  said  to  be  under  way  with 
a  view  to  higher  values.  Jobbing  orders  are  being  filled  at 
55c.  to  60c,  w'hile  round  late  may  be  obtained  at  45c.  to  50c. 

Mandrake  is  cheaper  in  some  quarters  at  8jc,  but  9c.  is  a 
more  general  quotation  for  jobbing  parcels. 

Opium. — Reports  from  Smyrna  of  weather  conditions  un- 
favourable for  next  year's  crop  were  more  than  offset  by  the 
recent  arrival  of  Persian  goods  in  London,  and  this  market 
continues  as  flabby  as  ever,  with  prices  reduced  to  $5.50.  The 
quotations  apply  merely  to  open  parcels,  since  no  information 
regarding  case  sales  has  transpired. 

Peppermint  Oil  (American)  remains  in  a  nominal  position, 
with  business  confined  to  the  supply  of  current  needs  at 
$1.60  to  $1.70.  No  important  movement  of  bulk  oil  from  the 
West  has  been  recorded,  and  the  market  there  reflects  the 
weakness  on  spot.  Case  oil  is  in  like  condition ;  weak,  and 
somewhat  neglected  at  $2.40  to  $2.65. 
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Commercial  ano  prooucc  IRotes. 

Ceylon  Papain. 

Mr.  C.  Drieberg,  Secretary  of  the  Ceylon  Agricultural 
Society,  writes  to  the  May  issue  of  the  "  Tropical  Agricul- 
turist," submitting  a  report  on  samples  of  Ceylon  papain  by 
Professor  Dunstan,  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  who  states  that 
"  the  brokers  value  both  samples  (powdered  and  granulated) 
at  about  5a.  per  lb.  They  add  that  the  demand  is  very  limited, 
and  recommend  that  not  more  than  50  lb.  be  shipped  at  one 
time.  Papain  is  regularly  offered  on  the  London  market, 
but  the  sales  are  not  large.  .  .  The  material  has  not  come  into 
extensive  use  as  a  medicinal  agent."  Mr.  Drieberg  in  his 
covering  letter  states  that  it  may  be  inferred,  however,  from 
the  fact  that  a  Ceylon  firm  is  buying  a  considerable  quantity 
every  month  at  a  price  somewhat  over  5s.,  that  there  are  other 
good  markets  in  the  world  outside  England. 

East  African  Copal. 

Dr.  Foelsing,  of  Offenbach,  gives  some  interesting  informa- 
tion on  the  source  of  this  resin  in  the  current  number  of  "  Der 
Tropenpflanzer  "  (1907,  478).  He  points  out  that  the  commer- 
cial names  "  Zanzibar  "  and  "  Indian  "  copals  are  misnomers, 
6ince  most  of  the  resin  which  comes  in  the  market  under  these 
names  is  produced  in  German  East  Africa  from  the  tree 
T.  mossambicense.  The  "recent"  or  "fresh"  copal  of  this  type 
is  obtained  by  incising  the  stems  of  the  tree,  and  since  it  has  not 
undergone  oxidation  as  the  result  of  exposure  to  moisture 
and  air,  it  is  softer  and  therefore  less  valuable  than  the 
so-called  '  fossil  "  copal,  which  is  produced  by  natural  exuda- 
tion into  the  soil  from  the  roots  of  the  same  trees.  This  fossil 
copal  was  formerly  collected  on  a  large  scale  by  the  natives, 
but  since  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  this  industry  has 
been  neglected,  and  consequently  at  the  present  time  there  is 
a  great  scarcity  of  such  copal.  The  author  goes  on  to  say  that 
all  parts  of  the  copal  trees,  and  especially  the  fruit,  contain 
the  resinous  sap,  which  as  it  passes  into  the  air  "  dries  "  into 
copal,  and  he  has  patented  a  process  for  extracting  the  23  per 
cent.(Of  copal  which  can  thus  be  obtained  from  the  fruits 
I  his  fruit  copal,"  according  to  the  author,  is  in  every  way 
as  good  as  the  best  Zanzibar  copal,  and  will  be  a  valuable 
product  for  the  manufacture  of  hard  outdoor  varnish. 

Southern  Nigerian  Annatto. 

A  sample  of  annatto-seed  (Bixa  Orellana)  was  sent  for 
examination  and  valuation  to  the  Imperial  Institute  by  the 
Conservator  of  Forests  for  Lagos  and  Southern  Nigeria, 
with  the  information  that  it  was  obtained  from  a  few  plants 
grown  experimentally  in  the  Onitsha  plantations.  The  sample 
weighed  about  1  lb.,  and  consisted  of  clean  seeds  of  good 
colour  and  free  from  any  trace  of  mouldiness.  The  seeds  were 
classed  by  brokers  as  "fair,  bright,  and  fresh,"  and  were 
valued  at  about  5d.  per  lb.  At  the  time  the  sample  was 
reported  on  annatto-seeds  were  scarce,  but  quite  normal  sup- 
plies are  now  available,  present  values  being  from  3d.  to  4d 
per  lb.,  although  when  there  has  been  a  glut  values  have  sunk 
to  Id.  per  lb.  In  view  of  the  above  facts  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  annatto,  as  any  large 
increase  m  production  would  quickly  react  even  on  the 
present  moderate  values. 

Zanzibar  Cloves. 

Writing  in  regard  to  cloves,  the  British  Consul  at  Zanzibar 
states  in  his  annual  report  for  1906  that  the  total  cron  of  the 
two  islands  was  some  68,000  frasilas  (2,380,000  lb.),  or  1,062  tons 
less  than  that  of  1905,  but  there  is  every  'sign  of  an  exception 
ally  large  crop  this  coming  season.  [Tnis  has  since  proved  to 
Hnr,*™  ,9fse--ED.]  There,  was  practically  a  small  corner 
during  the  year  under  review,  owing  to  one  firm  being  able 
to  obtain  possession  of  what  is  known  as  the  "  dutv  "  cloves- 

ThT Uty  X^kmd  at  }he  rate  of  25  Per  cent-  °f  the  crop, 
-this,  together  with  an  early  estimate  that  the  crop  would  be 

TW^PA!°nally  SmaU  °nf'  -forced  UP  local  Prices  considerably! 
During-  the  year  a  complaint  was  made  in  the  home  market 
that  cloves  were  being  sent  home  "  in  a  damp  or  wet  condition 

?w«?  T6  °r  IeSS  lxcessive  moisture,  the  impression  being 
that  the  cloves  were  by  some  means  impregnated  with  water 
■WW  ?tPmelY  Merchants  dealing  with  this  product 
should  thoroughly  realise  that  if  such  practices  exist  as  sug- 
gested by  the  home  report  it  will  have  a  very  prejudicial  effect 
on  the  home  markets  ;  buyers  will  be  very  chary  in  accepting 
produce  with  a  prospect  of  a  heavy  rebate  being  made Zhen 
ZSfftS  1  I"  been  s^Sested,  and  the  Custom-house 
authorities  have  been  consulted,  that  when  the  shipments  are 
being  cleared  through  the  Custom-house,  some  sort  of 
examination  should  be  made  and  a  certificate  of  condition  be 
granted  along  with  the  Customs  pass.    The  exports  durine 

287  O^r^^ion,134;,882  °Wt-  (356  63W-><  aRainst^36  724  cwtg 
1901  ^nl  £  19°fo  avera^e  exports  for  the  five  years 
1901-5  have  been  113,867  cwt.,  valued  at  221,486/.  ;  the  exports 


of  clove  stems  in  1906  were  valued  at  15,376/.  in  1906,  against 
20,024/.  in  1905,  the  average  for  the  five  years  1901-5  beinir 
10,374/. 

Sicilian  Exports. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  Custom-house  statistics 
appearing  in  a  British  Consular  Report  on  the  trade  of  Sicily 
for  1906,  shows  the  exports  of  a  few  items  of  interest  during 
the  past  two  years  : 


Palermo 


Messina 


1905 
Met.  Tons 

•  19C6 
Met.  Tons 

1905 
Eng.  Tons 

1906 
Eng.  Tons 

2,250 

3,443 

883 

899 

26 

27 

413 

451 

909 

826 

534 

3,043 

4,349 

121 

106 

1 

8 

1,107 

888 

424 

6S6 

?4 

10 

36.991 

37,835 

7,326 

5  299 

4,606 

5,104 

11,196 

18,640 

Olive  and  sulphur  oils 

Essential  oils  

Tartar   

Citrate  of  lime 

Manna  ..   

Lemon-juice  (cone.) ... 
Lemon-juice  (raw)  ... 
Liquorice 

Sumach   

Sulphur. ,, 

Wine-lees   

Pumice  stone  


In  addition  to  the  above,  96  tons  of  citrate  of  lime  was 
shipped  from  Syracuse,  of  which  84  tons  was  received  by  the 
U.K.  and  12  tons  by  Austria-Hungary.  The  port  of  Catania 
also  shipped  argols,  manna,  liquorice-juice,  and  lemon-juice 
valued  at  90,985/.,  against  37,190/.  in  1905.  Of  the  Messina 
shipments  of  concentrated  lemon-juice  and  citrate  of  lime  the 
amounts  received  by  the  U.K.  were  580  English  tons  and 
800  English  tons  respectively,  and  from  Palermo  97  tons  of 
citrate  of  lime  was  also  sent  to  the  U.K. 

Yokohama  Trade. 

The  exports  of  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  from  Yokohama  (the 
premier  port  of  Japan)  during  1905  and  1906  were  as  follows : 


1905 


1906 


Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Ginseng    lbs. 

Menthol  crystals  ...  ,, 
Peppermint  oil    ...  ,, 

Potassium  iodide  

Sulphur    tons 

Other   

192,180 
157,704 
115,299 
50.721 
2,003 

£20,525 
57,463 
24.509 
23.662 
7,606 
64.323 

230,332 
77,880 
67,279 
20,697 
3,433 

£27,511 
31.85-: 
15,411 
7,402 
13,177 
51/47 

Total  

198,083 

146,900 

The  ginseng  was  mostly  sent  to  China  and  Hong-Kong,  and 
the  iodide  of  potassium  to  the  United  Kingdom.  Among  the 
imports  into  Yokohama  last  year  were  71,041  lb.  bismuth 
subnit.  (1905,  75,032  lb.)  ;  carbolic  acid,  500,712  lb.  (1905, 
1,492,769  lb.);  essential  oils,  43,276  lb.  (1905,  49,321  lb.); 
glycerin,  430,465  lb.  (1905,  1,170,800  lb.)  ;  bichromate  of  potash, 
329,591  lb.  (1905,  681,753  lb.);  bromide  of  potash,  111,233  lb. 
(1905,  151,200  lb.);  chlorate  of  potash,  550,275  lb.  (1905, 
530,108  lb.);  santonin,  3,289  lb.  (1905,  8,665  lb.);  shellac, 
107,029  lb.  (1905,  92,244  lb.) ;  saccharin,  83,117  lb. ;  soda  ash, 
10,293,277  lb.  (1905,  8,413,672  lb.);  bicarbonate  of  soda, 
2,507,205  lb.  (1905,  4,758,461  lb.) ;  and  caustic  soda,  5,561,001  lb. 
(1905,  7,720,600  lb.). 

Grecian  Olive  Oil. 

An  estimate  of  the  Corfu  olive-oil  crop  of  the  year  1905-6 
amounts  to  about  300,000  barrels  of  16  gallons  each,  equal  to 
18,750  tons,  one-third  for  eating  and  two-thirds  for  burning 
purposes,  of  which  176  J50  barrels  were  exported  in  1906,  60,000 
barrels  will  be  required  for  local  consumption  in  1906-7,  and 
60,000  barrels  will  be  for  export  in  1907.  The  exports  in  1906 
were  distributed  chiefly  among  Russia  39,000  barrels,  Austria- 
Hungary  28,900  barrels,  Turkey  22,260  barrels,  France  21,854 
barrels,  and  United  Kingdom  15,967  barrels.  Most  of  the  oil 
bought  by  the  United  Kingdom  was  table  quality.  In  1906-7 
there  was  no  crop,  so  the  stock  of  1905-6  must  suffice  until  the 
crop  of  1907-8,  which,  according  to  prospects,  will  be  abun- 
dant. At  Zante  the  olive-oil  crop  was  also  almost  a  total 
failure,  partly  owing  to  climatic  causes  and  partly  to  the  fact 
that  the  previous  yield  was  a  record  one,  the  olive-trees 
rarely  producing  two  good  crops  in  succession.  Pyrene  oil 
(extracted  from  the  stone  of  the  olive)  is  prepared  by  three  or 
four  mills.  Some  is  used  in  making  green  soap,  and  that  in 
a  liquid  state  is  mostly  shipped  to  Austria-Hungary  and  Italy. 
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Soutfo  Hfrican  INem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 

Note.— "  The  Chemist  and  Drug-gist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony, 

Cape  Colony. 

Locust  Destruction. — The  crusade  against  locusts  in  the 
Colesberg  district  is  meeting  with  considerable  success,  130 
swarms  having  been  destroyed  in  one  month.  Forage 
thopped  fine  in  a  cutting-machine  and  steeped  in  a  solution  of 
arsenite  of  soda  is  sprinkled  sparingly  on  the  veldt  in  the 
path  of  the  advancing  swarm.  There  is  some  call  for  the 
appointment  of  a  qualified  man  to  take  charge  of  the  opera- 
tions owing  to  the  danger  to  stock.  Alarming  reports  of 
tattle-poisoning  have  been  circulated,  but  proof  is  lacking. 
Up  to  the  beginning  of  December  over  1,400  lb.  of  the 
arsenite  had  been  distributed  in  the  Colesberg  district. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. — A  Council- 
meeting  was  held  on  November  21  at  the  Y.M.C.A.,  Cape 
Town.  Councillor  Jones,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Society,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  following  were  present  : 
Mr.  A.  J.  Rivett  (director  of  Messrs.  Lennon,  Ltd.),  Dr. 
Froembling,  Messrs.  J.  Austin  Thomas  (Parow),  A.  E.  A. 
Tothill,  and  James  Dell  (Secretary).- — Out  of  the  total 
membership  there  remain  some  fifteen  chemists  who  have 
not  paid  their  subscriptions.  The  Secretary  said  he  had 
made  repeated  applications  to  several  in  the  more  immediate 
vicinity  of  Cape  Town,  but,  though  he  got  promises  to  send 
a  cheque,  the  money  never  arrived.  Those  who  have  not 
paid  will  receive  fourteen  days'  notice  to  comply  with  the 
regulations,  failing  which  they  will  be  struck  off. — The 
President  (Mr.  J.  S.  North)  wrote  from  Mnizenberg  re- 
gretting his  inability  to  be  present  owing  to  the  illness  of 
Mrs.  North.  Mr.  George  Darroll  (member  of  the  Colonial 
Pharmacy  Board)  did  not  receive  his  notice  in  time  to  make 
arrangements  to  be  present,  but  requested  a  resume,  of  the 
proceedings.  A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Adolf  Simkins 
Arenhold,  who  was  before  the  Medical  Council  at  Cape 
Town  (see  last  week's  issue,  p.  889),  asking  for  an  extract 
from  the  minutes  of  the  Society's  books  covering  a  deputa- 
tion that  the  M.O.H.  for  the  Colony  (Dr.  Gregory)  received 
when  the  opium  regulations  were  discussed.  The  matter 
was  disc-used  and  a  decision  arrived  at  in  camera. — Mr. 
A.  E.  A.  Tothill  made  application  for  extracts  from  the 
minutes  in  connection  with  that  particular  deputation, 
■which  was  granted. — This  concluded  the  proceedings. 

Transvaal. 

Opium  Smuggling  still  persists.  At  Johannesburg  last 
month  Constantinos  Maoris  was  fined  50/.,  or  four  months' 
hard  labour  in  default,  for  being  found  in  possession  of 
sixty-one  packages  of  opium  on  which  no  duty  had  been 
paid. 

Tariff-interpretations. — The  following  decisions  have 
been  agreed  upon  by  the  Customs  Union  :  Ayer's  cherry 
pectoral  and  Ayer's  sarsaparilla,  15  per  cent,  ad  val.  Dis- 
infectants manufactured  by  MacDougall  Bros. — No.  5  car- 
bolic fluid,  No.  6  carbolic  fluid,  No.  9  non-poisonous 
purifier,  "  Karbo,"  "A"  soluble  powder,  and  "Kudo" 
bacteria-powder,  3  per  cent,  ad  val.  ;  fluid  carbolate  and 
"  carbolic  acid  "  (liquid),  15  per  cent,  ad  val.  Paraldehyde, 
15  per  cent,  ad  val.  There  is  a  rebate  of  3  per  cent,  ad  val. 
on  the  foregoing  if  they  are  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  Kingdom  or  reciprocating  Colonies. 

Medical  Matters. — An  appeal  was  heard  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  Johannesburg,  by  Mr.  Stirling  Johnson,  against  a 
decision  of  the  A.R.M.  imposing  a  fine  of  401.  upon  the 
appellant  for  practising  as  a  doctor  without  a  licence,  but 
after  hearing  arguments  the  appeal  was  dismissed. — The 
proceedings  of  the  Transvaal  Medical  Council  on  Novem- 
ber 21  were  taken  up  in  holding  an  inquiry  into  allegations 


made  against  Dr.  Thornton,  medical  superintendent  of 
Pretoria  Hospital,  by  five  other  doctors  in  Pretoria.  The 
accusation  was  that  Dr.  Thornton  had  made  disparaging 
statements  against  the  capability  of  these  medical  men,  who 
were  physicians  and  surgeons  at  the  hospital.  The  Council 
heard  evidence  and  postponed  their  decision. 


TRANSVAAL  INDUSTRIES. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  Transvaal  Customs  and  Industrie-? 
Commission  held  at  the  Chamber  of  Trade,  Pretoria,  on 
November  19,  Mr.  Alex.  Rennie  (President  of  the  Transvaal 
Pharmaceutical  Society)  and  Mr.  R.  Q.  Leeds  (Lennon,  Ltd.) 
gave  evidence  concerning  the  manufacture  of  spirituous  medi- 
cinal preparations.  The  statement  put  in  showed  that  the 
large  stocks  of  imported  preparations,  brought  in  eighteen 
months  ago,  were  becoming  worked  off.  The  establishment 
of  local  distilleries  would  furnish  means  of  providing  the  chief 
raw  material,  and,  incidentally,  methylated  spirit.  Medi- 
cinal preparations  would  consist  of,  roughly,  15  per  cent,  raw 
material  and  85  per  cent,  spirit.  The  Customs  Union  Con- 
vention, providing  for  protective  duty  on  imported  spirituous 
preparations,  had  created  this  industry.  Favourable  railway 
rates  on  empty  bottles  had  been  beneficial,  and  could  with 
advantage  be  extended  to  raw  material  such  as  spirit-roots, 
barks,  etc.,  for  manufacturing-purposes.  It  was  advisable 
to  afford  encouragement  and  protection  to  the  industry  in  the 
following  respects  :  (a)  Duty  of  20s.  per  gal.  imposed  on  im- 
ported spirituous  preparations ;  (6)  rebate  of  duty  on  raw 
spirit  (produce  of  South  Africa)  used  for  the  above  manu- 
facturing-purposes; (c)  favourable  railway  rates  and  duties 
on  empty  bottles,  corks,  raw  materials,  etc.  By  such  en- 
couragement practically  all  the  spirituous  preparations  re 
quired  could  be  locally  made,  and  employment  found  for  a 
number  of  people  not  only  in  manufacturing,  but  in  bottling 
and  packing.  Opportunities  would  be  created  for  apprentices 
to  receive  practical  training  in  pharmacy.  Hitherto  appren- 
tices had  been  unknown. 

Replying  to  the  Chairman,  the  witnesses  said  practically  no 
local  products  were  used  in  these  preparations.  Native  labour 
was  forbidden  in  the  industry.  They  manufactured  quite  a 
lot  of  Dutch  medicines,  which  nearly  all  contained  a  large 
quantity  of  spirit.  Pills  were  manufactured  locally,  and  the 
high  protection  kept  out  the  imported  article. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Johnston,  the  witnesses  said  their  industry 
was  fairly  well  protected  all  round.  They  really  asked  for  a 
continuance  of  the  present  conditions.  The  Customs  Con- 
vention had  had  the  effect  of  improving  their  position. 


3nNa  anfc  tbe  East. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Mr.  Charles  W.  White  arrived  in  Bombay  on 
December  7. 

Contract.— Messrs.  Maynard  &  Co.  have  obtained  the 
medicine-contract  for  the  Municipal  Board  of  Singapore 
for  1908. 

The  Stock-in-Trade  and  fixtures  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
F.  L.  Roberts  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists,  at  Dehra  Dun, 
are  in  the  market. 

Cocaine  as  Quinine. — The  Customs  authorities  at 
Karachi  have  discovered  a  consignment  of  800  oz.  of  cocaine 
being  smuggled  into  the  country  very  cleverly  concealed 
within  a  consignment  of  quinine,  the  whole  being  invoiced 
and  declared  as  quinine. 

Cocaine  in  Ceylon. — The  Principal  Civil  Medical  Officer 
of  Ceylon,  in  exercise  of  the  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
Poisons  Ordinance  of  1901,  has  declared  "cocaine  and  pre- 
parations of  cocaine,  and  salts  of  cocaine  and  their  pre- 
parations," to  be  a  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Ordinance. 

Mining  Chemistry. — The  Government  of  the  Central 
Provinces  and  Berar  propose,  in  order  to  meet  the  demand 
for  industrial  chemists  for  employment  at  mines,  sugar 
factories,  and  other  works,  to  organise,  at  the  Nagpur 
Victoria  Technical  Institute,  post-graduate  teaching  and 
classes  in  mining  and  industrial  chemistry. 


French  Trade  Returns. — The  Customs  statistics  for  the  first 
eleven  months  of  1907  show  that  the  imports  amounted  to 
218,705,920/.,  as  compared  with  201,774,200/.  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1906,  while  the  exports  amounted  to 
202,399,480/.,  against  190,292,880/. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  conciselj 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  ol 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes 
day  cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  o' 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


Re  Hamilton's  Pills. 
Sir, — With  reference  to  the  letter  and  statement  in  your 
issue  of  December  7  (p.  881)  regarding  the  composition  of 
"Hamilton's  pills"  and  the  note  on  the  subject  in 
Squire's  "  Companion,"  I  understand  that  the  "  Com- 
panion "  note  correctly  represents  the  general  practice  in 
Scotland  at  the  present  time,  and  for  many  years  past ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  majority  of  retail  chemists,  when  asked 
for  "  Hamilton's  pills,"  give  5  grains  of  the  colocynth 
and  henbane  mass  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  I  have 
no  reason  to  controvert  the  statements  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas"  respecting  the  pills  prescribed  by  Dr.  Hamil- 
ton, jun.,  and  Dr.  Hamilton,  sen.  ;  but  customs  change, 
and  in  the  present  case  we  have  a  hybrid  name,  "  Hamil- 
ton's pills,"  for  something  which  is  the  same  in  size  as 
the  Senior's  pill,  and  approximates  in  composition  to  the 
Junior's  prescription.  Inquiries  which  I  have  had  made 
in  Edinburgh  show  that  the  formula  of  Hamilton,  jun., 
as  it  exists  in  MS.  recipe-books  contemporary  with  this 
prescription,  was  : 

Ext.  colocynth.  co.    gr.  lx. 

Ext.  hyoscyami    gr.  xxx 

Divide  in  pilulas  xxiv. 

This  gives  a  3f -grain  pill,  and  is  supplied  by  a  few 
firms  in  Edinburgh  when  Hamilton's  pills  are  asked  for, 
unless  Hamilton,  sen.  's,  pills  are  specified  ;  but  the  habit 
of  asking  for  the  "Junior  "  and  "  Senior  "  is  now  almost 
obsolete,  as  is  also,  in  other  parts  of  Scotland,  the  custom 
of  supplying  the  pill  of  Hamilton,  jun.,  as  above  quoted, 
and  even  in  Edinburgh  the  practice  is  not  uniform. 

With  regard  to  Christison's  pill,  in  Christison's  "  Dis- 
pensatory "  (1848),  re  Pilulas  Colocynthidis  et  Hyoscyami 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  1841,  it  is  stated  that  "this 
pill  is  much  improved  by  substituting  Barbados  aloes  for 
the  Socotrine  kind,  and  by  reducing  the  size  of  the  pills  to 
two  grains  only."  Now,  the  formula  for  pilula  colocyn- 
thidis et  hyoscyami  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  1841  is 
colocynth  pill-mass  2  parts,  extract,  hyoscyami  1  part,  and 
the  formula  for  pilula  colocynthidis  composita,  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia  1841  is  Socotrine  or  East  India  aloes 
8,  scammony  8,  colocynth  4,  sulphate  of  potash  1,  oil  of 
cloves  1,  spirit  q.s.  Therefore,  as  the  B:P.  of  to-day  uses 
scammony  resin  in  this  formula,  it  is  not  strictly  correct  to 
supply  2  grains  of  pilula  colocynthidis  et  hyoscyami 
B.P.  1898  or  B.P.  1885  for  Christison's  pill,  which,  as 
stated  before,  is  pilula  colocynthidis  et  hyoscyami  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia,  but  made  with  Barbados  instead  of 
Socotrine  aloes.  It  would  be  correct  to  supply  2  grains  of 
pilula  colocynthidis  et  hyoscyami  B.P.  1867. 

December  18.  P.  W.  Squire. 

Orders  by  Halfpenny  Post. 

Sir, — We  note  with  interest  your  leader  under  the  above 
heading  in  your  issue  of  December  14.  We  may  say  we 
have  had  correspondence  with  the  postal  authorities  on 
this  matter,  and  received  an  exactly  similar  reply  to  that 
sent  to  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.  We  suppose  the  argu- 
ment is  that  if  the  communication  looks  like  a  letter,  the 
postal  authorities  cannot  be  expected  to  have  that  technical 


knowledge  of  every  trade  which  would  be  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  decide  that  it  is  merely  an  order. 
Yours  faithfully, 

p.p.  Daisy  Ltd. , 

John  Lawson, 
Leeds,  December  16.  General  Manager. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  editorial  article  re  sending 
orders  by  "  halfpenny  post,"  in  your  issue  of  December  14, 
we  have  had  several  instances  of  orders  being  surcharged 
similar  to  those  mentioned  by  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co., 
and  our  protest  to  the  postal  authorities  met  with  the  same 
reply.  The  orders  were  sent  to  us  on  a  piece  of  paper, 
stamped  with  the  chemists'  name  and  address  by  means  of 
a  rubber  stamp,  and  were  merely  a  list  of  the  goods  re- 
quired, without  any  instructions  as  to  carriage,  formula  of 
courtesy,  or  any  added  matter  whatever.  Our  customer 
did  not  even  add  the  words  "Please  send."  We  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  regulations  on  page  11  in  the 
"Postal  Guide"  merely  stated  that  the  documents  must 
consist  of  a  printed  form,  and  our  contention  was  that  as 
these  regulations  do  not  state  that  the  printed  form  must 
be  printed  by  machinery  from  metal  type,  electro,  copper- 
plate, or  lithography,  the  paper  printed  by  hand  from 
rubber  type  conformed  strictly  to  their  conditions. 

Yours  faithfully, 
The  Standard  Tablet  and  Pill  Co. 

Hove,  December  14. 

Sir, — An  order  sent  on  sheet  as  enclosed  was  recently 
taxed  by  the  postal-  authorities. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Hitchin,  December  14.  Perks  &  Llewellyn. 

[The  printed  sheet  is  that  with  the  firm  heading  with  space 
for  date  and  name  of  the  recipient,  on  unruled  paper.] 

Sir, — Re  your  editorial  note  in  the  current  issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  with  reference  to  excess  postage, 
we  have  for  three  successive  days  been  surcharged  in  a 
similar  manner.  Yours  faithfully, 

Acton  Hill,  W.  Shirtliff  &  Co. 

Manchester  Pharma3eutieal  Association. 

Sir,— In  your  issue  of  December  14  you  state  that  "  only 
a  few  members  were  present  at  the  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening,  December  11,"  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association.  How  your  informant  could  arrive  at  this  con- 
clusion (if  he  was  present)  I  fail  to  understand,  as  it  was 
one  of  our  most  successful  ordinary  meetings — about  forty 
ladies  and  gentlemen  being  present.  The  lecture  by  Mr. 
R.  H.  Dawson,  Manchester  Scholar,  was  most  instructive, 
many  of  the  points  giving  evidence  of  original  research, 
and  was  followed  by  those  present  with  the  greatest  interest. 
One  gentleman,  an  expert  botanist,  has  since  said  it  was  the 
best  lecture  on  the  subject  he  had  ever  heard. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 
Geo.  S.  Woolley, 
President  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Poisons  and  Pussies. 

Sir, — In  view  of  the  present  stringency  in  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  poison  laws,  I  should  like  to  know  the  exact 
position  of  the  chemist  with  regard  to  the  poisoning  of  catt 
(or,  of  course,  of  other  animals) — a  point  which  appears  t& 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  the  pharmaceutical  sticklers  for 
conformity.  I  will  explain  my  meaning  by  taking  a 
typical  case. 

First,  to  avoid  complications,  we  will  suppose  all  the  pro- 
cesses to  be  carried  out  by  the  proprietor,  and  not  (as  usual) 
by  the  apprentice.  When  the  operation  is  complete  the 
chemist  hands  over  what  might  be  described  as  "  an  all-gone 
feline  "  to  his  customer,  receiving,  say,  one  shilling  in  ex- 
change. In  other  words,  a  man  buys  a  definite  amount  of 
hydrocyanic  acid,  and  brings  a  cat  to  put  it  in. 

1.  The  customer  is  possibly  not  "  known  to  the  seller,"  nor 
is  the  transaction  duljr  entered  in  the  poisons-book. 

2.  The  cat  (or  container)  is  not  "  tied  or  capped  over  "  or 
otherwise  "distinguishable  by  touch"  from  a  cat  contain- 
ing milk. 

3.  The  cat  is  not  labelled  with  the  word  "  Poison,"  nor 
with  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller. 

Cavillers  will  urge  that  a  cat  is  not  a  convenient  means  of 
storing  hydrocyanic  acid  for  suicidal  or  other  nefarious 
purposes ;  but  we  know,  on  the  authority  of  Samuel  Weller, 
that  cats  can  be  made  into  pies,  or  the  cat  might  be  soaked 
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in  water  and  the  liquor  imbibed — a  process  which  has  suc- 
ceeded when  carried  out  with  matches  and  flypapers.  Your 
authoritative  statement  on  what  one  might  call  the  Laws  of 
the  Breeds  and  Persians  will  be  very  welcome  to  the  anxious 
operator.  Yours  obediently, 

Acton,  W.  J.  D.  Bohn. 

Leg'slaticn  rnd  Logic. 
Sir, — Reasonable  men  will  admit  that  the  effect 
of  a  prolonged  course  of  Mill  and  Spencer  improves 
broad-minded  men,  but  seems  to  have  queer  effects 
on  the  naturally  narrow-minded.  ...  I  put  it  to 
"  Diabolo "  that  if  any  young  brother  of  his  came 
home  from  school  and  told  the  tale  about  the  M.P.'s 
want  of  logic,  he  would  punch  that  brother's  head 
as  the  only  means  of  inducing  a  healthy  tone  into  his  con- 
versation. Mr.  Bernard  Ellis  speaks  glibly  of  manliness, 
and  as  he  has  inflicted  his  ideals  upon  us  on  several  occa- 
sions, I  trust  he  will  be  prepared  to  hear,  or  have  his 
attention  called  to,  a  little  plain  speaking  in  return.  If 
he  did  not  write  that  criticism  of  the  M.P.,  he  at  least 
defends  it,  and  makes  a  poor  show  in  so  doing,  because  he 
evades  the  point  at  issue  which  was  the  unspeakable  conceit 
of  the  sentiments  therein  expressed.  .  .  .  Mr.  Ellis  is  an 
example  of  the  fact  that  much  reading  of  logic  does  not 
always  induce  a  logical  frame  of  mind,  but  in  certain  cases 
(notably  his  case)  serves  to  exaggerate  the  relative  im- 
portance of  things  out  of  all  proportion  to  their  actual  value, 
and  I  can  prove  it : 

First,  the  very  tenour  of  his  reply  shows  he  fails  to  see  the 
"  unspeakable  conceit  "  in  the  letter  in  question. 

Second,  his  logic  misleads  him  to  ascribe  glee  to  me  over 
the  loss  of  the  title.  I  am  not  gleeful  over  that,  but,  like 
the  President  and  others,  I  can  see  we  must  be  prepared  to 
give  up  something. 

Third,  again,  he  is  wrong  when  he  says  "  the  title  is  to  be 
given  up  to  the  average  impostor."  Even  the  Excise  de- 
mand that  a  drug-store  man  prove  apprenticeship  before 
they  grant  exemption  in  cases  of  known,  admitted,  and  ap- 
proved medicines,  and  surely  we  may  infer  that  the  new 
Poison  Bill  will  not  demand  less.  Where,  then,  the  impos- 
ture ? 

"Diabolo's"  letter  is  good  to  read,  and  reminds  me  that 
logic  in  overdoses  does  not  spoil  all  men  alike.  He  objects  1 
to  State  interference,  and  I  have  always  said  there  is  no 
need  for  it  in  our  present  troubles.  But  surely  he  will  agree 
it  would  be  queer  logic  to  allow  the  Society  to  continue  to 
do  the  wrong  thing  even  in  the  right  way  so  long  as  it  can 
be  shown  that  doing  the  right  thing  would  obviate  all  need 
for  State  interference.  A  new  Council  of  modern  chemists 
— men  with  home-made  logic,  men  with  no  logic,  men  even 
with  fancy  logic — would  be  a  decided  improvement  on  the 
majority  of  the  present  Council,  and  could  settle  the  drug- 
store and  the  examination  and  the  other  troubles  at  a  two- 
days'  sitting.  The  President  has  a  thankless  task,  and  to 
continue  to  cry  out  for  the  old  ideals  is  (as  he  says) 
effectually  to  prevent  him  from  making  any  progress. 

Jay  Mack. 
Formulae  of  Proprietary  Articles. 
Sir, — The  principal  argument  that  the  publication  of 
formulfe  would  destroy  the  trade  in  proprietary  articles  is 
made  useless  by  the  fact  that  more  than  one  proprietary 
article  having  a  large  sale  is  now  being  sent  out  to  Australia 
with  a  formula  printed  on  the  label.  While  such  procedure 
would  a  few  years  ago  have  been  unexpected  and  looked 
upon  as  dangerous,  it  seems  to  have  no  effect  in  leading  to 
increased  imitation  or  substitution,  and  it  certainly  gives  the 
proprietors  a  good  deal  of  public  favour,  as  it  shows,  first, 
that  they  have  nothing  to  conceal ;  secondly,  that  they  are 
quite  prepared  to  fall  in  withthe  demandsof  (he health  autho- 
rities ;  and,  thirdly,  that  it  is  impossible  that  there  should  be 
anything  harmful  in  their  medicines.  While  British  manu- 
facturers may  naturally  feel  that  such  a  step  is  revolutionary, 
it  may  be  that,  like  a  good  many  other  novelties,  it  is  more  a 
bogey  than  a  real  danger.  If  the  proprietors  would  come 
forward  with  some  definite  scheme  which  would  thoroughly 
protect  the  public  and  at  the  same  time  secure  the  safety  of 
their  own  interests,  their  case  would  be  greatly  strengthened. 
But  the  one  difficulty  that  they  have  to  get  over  is  the  fact 
that  certain  proprietary-medicine  owners  are  prepared  to 
print  the  formula  on  the  labels.  If  some  can  do  it,  why 
cannot  others  ?  Yours  truly. 

Australian  Pharmacist.  (45/37.) 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Quinine  Mixture. 

Sir, — I  should  be  glad  to  know  from  some  of  your  readers 
the  best  way  of  dispensing  the  following  to  make  a  present 
able  mixture  : 

Quin.  sulph   gr.  xxiv. 

Ferri  sulph  3ss. 

Magnes.  sulph  3iv. 

Liq.  strych.  3j. 

Tr.  zingiberis         ...    jvj. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad    Jvj. 

M.    Ft.  mist 

Yours  truly, 

H."H.  (40/20.) 

[We  presume  our  correspondent  does  not  desire  to  add  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  to  dissolve  the  quinine  sulphate.  That  would 
be  the  most  reasonable  course  to  follow,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  prescriber.] 

D.  O.  (45/34). — We  have  made  the  mixture  and  had  it 
under  observation,  but  the  bitterness  through  the  alkali  and 
tannin  being  in  contact  is  not  objectionable  in  our  experi- 
ment. 


Legal  Queries. 

For  concise  statements  respecting  various  Acts  which  affect 
directly  or  indirectly  the  Chemical  and  Drug  Trades,  see  the 
"  C.  &  D.  Diary,"  1908,  p.  456;  Stamped  Medicine  Law, 
p.  435  ;  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Law,  p.  448  ;  and  Patents  Law, 
p.  442. 


Pyro  (53/52). — (1  to  3)  The  articles  are  not  scheduled  poisons. 
(4)  If  a  person  on  being  asked  for  a  mixture  containing 
laudanum  and  paregoric  wilfully  omits  the  laudanum,  he 
is  liable  to  prosecution  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts;  if  he  is  unqualified,  he  infringes  the  Pharmacy  Act  by 
selling  paregoric,  a  preparation  of  opium. 

Alpha  (51/72). — (1)  So  far  as  the  sale  of  scheduled  poisons 
is  concerned,  it  does  not  matter  whether  preparations  of  them 
are  mentioned  in  the  schedule  or  not ;  the  High  Court  haying 
ruled  that  the  sale  of  a  preparation  containing  a  poison  is  to 
be  regarded  as  the  sale  of  the  poison  itself.  Consequently  vin. 
antimon.,  ung.  hydrarg.  amnion.,  ung.  hydrarg.  oxidi  rub., 
ung.  hydrarg.  biniodid.,  and  chloroform,  camphorat.  may  only 
be  sold,  by  qualified  persons.  Ung.  acid,  carbolic,  (not  a  liquid) 
and  sal  acetos  (in  Great  Britain)  are  not  scheduled  poisons. 
(2)  A  sanitary  fluid  containing  3  per  cent,  of  phenols  and  not 
more  is  not  a  scheduled  poison.  You  should  read  p.  449  of 
the  C.  &  D.  Diary ;  indeed,  the  whole  article  on  poisons 
law. 

Lex  (51/64)  asks  if  the  owner  of  a  dog  is  liable  for  any 
damage  done  in  consequence  of  the  animal  rushing  into  a 
shop  in  pursuit  of  a  cat  (belonging  to  the  shopkeeper),  the 
result  being  that  the  cat  jumps  upon  the  counter,  doing 
damage  to  the  extent  of  15*.  ?  [This  inquiry  raises  a  very 
interesting  point,  but  we  think,  on  the  whole,  the  plaintiff 
would  have  to  prove  before  he  could  recover  anything  that 
the  owner  of  the  dog  knew  the  animal  had  a  propensity  for 
chasing  cats.  In  the  case  Read  v.  Edwards  (34  L.J.  CP. 
31)  it  was  held  that  an  action  lay  against  the  owner  of  a 
dog  who,  knowing  the  animal  to  have  a  propensity  for 
chasing  and  destroying  game,  permitted  it  to  be  at  large,  the 
consequence  of  which  was  that  the  dog  entered  the  plaintiff's 
wood  and  chased  and  destroyed  young  pheasants  which  were 
being  reared  there  under  domestic  hens.  Of  course,  there 
would  be  another  point — whether  the  owner  of  the  cat  ought 
to  have  placed  temptation  in  the  way  of  the  dog  by  allowing 
the  cat  to  be  outside  his  premises,  and  also  whether  the  damage 
caused  is  too  remote.] 

Electro-magnetic  (57/51). — The  powder,  consisting  solely  of 
one  drug,  is  exempt  from  medicine  stamp-duty,  but  not  from 
licence-duty. 

F.  H.  W.  K.  (58/59). — A  person  not  registered  under  the 
Dentists  Act,  who  says  he  is  "  a  teeth  specialist,"  implies  that 
he  is  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry,  and  this  is  an 
infringement  of  the  Act. 

Apprentice  (54/52). — Indentures  of  apprenticeship  are  a 
contract,  and  any  departure  from  the  terms  thereof,  if 
mutually  agreed  upon,  should  be  reduced  to  writing  and 
signed  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  original  indentures.  If, 
for  example,  the  master  contracts  to  keep  the  apprentice  in- 
doors, and  the  apprentice  prefers  to  live  out,  the  master 
should  ensure  before  consenting  to  this  breach  that  no  claim 
shall  be  marie  upon  him.  We  would  require  to  read  the  in- 
denture's before  we  could  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
apprentice  has  ground  for  action  in  the  case  stated. 
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Lard  (59/71).— It  is  illegal  to  sell  a  pound  of  lard  and 
paper  as  a  pound  of  lard. 

Yorkshire  (59/72). — "Pectoral  Balsam"  is  a  dutiable  title 
for  the  reason  stated  in  the  C.  cfc  D.  Diary,  1908,  p.  436.  "  Pec- 
toral "  refers  to  a  part  of  the  body.  "  Pectoral  Syrup  "  is  not 
liable. 

Main  (24/90). — "A  weak  chest"  is  probably  not  a  human 
ailment,  but  the  use  of  the  phrase  on  a  medicine  should  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue. 

Lumen  (57/3). — By  Section  17  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1875,  any  person  refusing  to  sell  any  article  of  food  or 
any  drug  exposed  for  sale  to  an  officer,  inspector,  or  constable 
for  the  purpose  of  analysis  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  See 
€.  &  D.  Diary,  1908,  p.  496. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

.We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months.  A  preliminary  condi- 
tion for  reporting  on  samples  submitted  is  that  all  particulars 
as  to  source  and  uses  are  given  to  us. 


It.  B.  (41/19). — Nursery  Pomade. — You  will  find  a  good 
formula  of  the  type  you  require  in  "  Pharmaceutical  For- 
mulas," p.  84.  It  has  been  ruled  that  a  preparation  such  as 
this  is  a  Part  2  poison,  not  requiring  registration  of  sales. 

Pill  coating. — Messrs.  Tyers  &  Thirlby,  Leicester,  write  in 
reply  to  "A.  B.  R."  (30/45)  (C.  &  D.,  November  30,  p.  847) 
that  some  years  ago  they  purchased  a  book  entitled  "  How  to 
Coat  Pills  Quickly  and  Easily,"  by  Thos.  Haffenden,  Mont- 
pelier  Pharmacy,  Brighton,  published  by  Andress  &  Nash, 
205  Western  Road,  Brighton. 

C.  W.  (53/50). — The  market  for  used  postage-stamps  of 
•current  home  denominations  is  not  remunerative  to  those  who 
have  them  to  .dispose  of,  as  they  are  only  worth  their  weight 
in  old  paper.  The  periodicals  which  offer  prizes  for  them 
reckon  to  get  a  few  hundreds  or  thousands  of  subscribers  for 
each  prize  given. 

Nemo  (51/65)  wants  two  good  recipes  for  Worms  in  Dogs, 
one  for  small  pets  and  the  other  for  big  dogs.  He  mentions 
thymol  as  being  desirable.  The  best  way  to  give  it  is  in  the 
following  pill  : 

Thymol.    gr.  ij. 

Saponis  hispan.    q.s. 

Fiat  pilula. 

This  pill  is  for  small  dogs.  One  such  is  to  be  given  daily 
for  two  or  three  days,  following  it  up  with  a  mild  purgative. 
For  a  larger  dog  double  the  dose.  As  a  good  anthelmintic  for 
all  kinds  of  worms  in  dogs  there  is  nothing  to  equal  areca- 
eut  and  santonin,  with  or  without  male  fern,  as  in  the  follow- 
ing pill  for  a  small  or  lap  dog  : 

Pulv.  nucis  arecee    gr.  v. 

Pulv.  jalapag   gr.  ij. 

Santonini    gr.  j. 

Ext.  filicis  maris   q.s. 

Fiat  pilula. 

To  be  given  when  the  dog  is  fasting.  Modify  the  doses  of 
the  ingredients  according  to  the  age,  breed,  size,  sex,  and 
condition  of  the  animal. 

Pyx  (57/50). — We  do  not  know  the  composition  of  the  article 
referred  to,  nor  do  we  undertake  analyses  of  proprietary 
articles. 

H.  A.  O.  (54/55).— Cripples  in  Pigs: 

Potassii  bicarbonat   3 i j . 

Sulphur,  nig   3ij. 

Sodii  bicarbonat  3ij. 

Sodii  salicylat.    jss. 

Antimon.  nig.    3iss. 

Fiat  pulvis. 
Put  up  in  one-dozen  boxes  and  label : 

Antirheumatic  Powders  for  Pig. 
One  powder  to  be  given  with  food  every  alternate  day. 

Suburba  (57/32).— The  cards  are  probably  perfumed  in  the 
manner  described  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " — viz.,  by 
placing  between  paper  saturated  with  the  perfume. 

Billiards  (57/10). — Persons  with  perspiring  hands  should 
dust  them  well  with  a  zinc  oleate  (1)  and  talc  (7)  dusting- 
powder  before  playing  billiards.    Salicvlic  acid  in  the  propor- 


tion of  1  per  cent,  may  be  added  to  the  powder.  This  is  the 
safest  treatment  of  the  perspiration,  and  mitigates  the  mark- 
ing of  the  cloth.  A  little  turpentine  or  benzine  will  remove 
the  stains  from  the  cloth. 

W.  R.  E.  (53/57).— (1)  Crab- vinegar  is  a  sour  liquid  ob- 
tained from  wild  or  crab  apples.  White-wine  vinegar  or 
dilute  acetic  acid  is  the  modern  substitute  (see  C.  if?  D., 
March  11,  1905,  p.  410).  (2)  Indian  StcTne.— From  your 
description  of  this  it  appears  to  lie  the  old  wound-stone  or 
lapis  miraculosus,  which  is  made  from  the  following  recipe 
(from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  ") : 

Alum,  sulph  16  oz. 

Ferri  sulph  24  oz. 

Cupri  sulph  16  oz. 

Amnion,  mur.    1  oz. 

./Eruginis    2  oz. 

Mix  and  fuse. 

Another  variety  of  wound-stone  contains  copper  sulphate 
and  camphor,  and  goes  by  the  name  of  lapis  divinus.  It  is 
still  prescribed  by  oculist?. 

F.  B.  (51/69). — The  Brandt  Substitute  appears  to  be  tinc- 
ture of  ginger  and  sal  volatile  in  about  equal  parts.  The 
dose,  our  subscriber  states,  is  one  teaspoonful  in  a  table- 
spoonful  of  warm  water. 

J.  W.  (38/23). — Black  Beer,  also  called  spruce-beer  or 
Dantzic  black  beer,  is  made  from  a  recipe  such  as  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Treacle   6  lb. 

Essence  of  spruce    ...       ...       ...    4  oz. 

Boiling  water   10  gals. 

Yeast    i  lb. 

Add  the  water  to  the  treacle  and  essence  of  spruce,  ferment 
with  the  yeast,  and  bottle  in  the  same  way  as  ginger-beer. 

Essence  of  Spruce  is  an  extract  of  the  young  twigs  of 
Scotch  or  other  fir  made  by  boiling  with  water  and  evaporat- 
ing to  the  consistence  of  a  soft  extract.  A  short  cut  to  this 
recipe  is  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  as  follows: 


English  oil  of  juniper    1  dr. 

Rectified  spirit    3  oz. 

Caramel    2oz. 

Mix  by  shaking. 


.4.  A.  0.  (40/6). — French  Polish.— Our  examination  of  your 
sample  does  not  reveal  any  out-of-the-way  components. 
Shellac  and  mineralised  spirit  are  the  only  ingredients,  as  far 
as  we  can  make  out. 

E.  H.  H.  (42/15). — Pharaoh's  Serpents.— The  recipe  you 
£rive  from  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas "  is  quite  in  order. 
You  have  probably  not  dried  the  "  eggs"  sufficiently  (this  is 
best  done  in  a  hot-water  oven).  The  Prussian  blue  is  only 
added  to  give  a  distinguishing  colour  to  the  mass  which,  being 
often  put  into  pilular  form,  is  a  source  of  danger  through 
being  mistaken  for  medicine. 

Conservo  (40/37). — To  Cure  Rabbit-skins. — Stretch  the  fresh 
skins  on  a  board,  fur  side  downwards.  Scrape  off  all  super- 
fluous fat,  and  for  a  week  wet  daily  with  a  solution  of  1  lb. 
each  of  alum  and  salt  in  2  gals,  of  water.  Then  smooth  the 
surface  with  pumice-stone  and  apply  arsenical  soap  made 
from  such  a  recipe  as  the  following : 

White  arsenic    4  parts 

Slaked  lime  4  parts 

Sodium  carbonate  12  parts  ' 

Powdered  camphor   3  parts 

Soft  soap   4  parts 

Mix  well  together,  and  add  a  little  water  to  bring  the 
mixture  to  the  consistence  of  soft  soap. 

Yelox  (52/13).— Your  suggestion  of  drying  the  air  of  the 
case  of  stuffed  birds  is  a  good  one  for  preventing  mould 
forming  on  the  birds'  bills.  This  might  be  supplemented  by 
painting  the  bills  with  a  weak  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate 
in  spirit. 

A.  J.  B.  (43/10).— (1)  Calf-meal.— The  composition  of  this 
varies  according  to  the  quantity  of  separated  milk  available. 
The  recipes  for  the  different  meals  as  given  in  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  leaflet  (No.  142)  were  given  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1905,  p.  535,  or  you  could  obtain  the  leaflet  free  on 
application  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
4  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W. 

(2)  Medicine  for  dogs  requires  to  be  liquid  or  in  the  form 
of  pills.  For  conditioning  purposes  a  pill  such  as  the  follow- 
ing is  good  : 

Ferri  redacti   gr.  ss. 

Quininse  sulph.        ...       ...       ...    gr.  ss. 

Strychninse  sulph   gr-rss 

Ext.  gentianse    q.s. 

Ft.  pil. 

Dose  :  One  to  three  pills  three  times  a  day. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  21,  1907 


Ceueara  (46/37).— Pepsin,  Bismuth,  and  Cascaea  Mixture.— 
I  he  following  appears  to  represent  the  composition  of  the 
sample  you  send  : 

Liq.  bismuthi  ...       ..    ^yj. 

Ext.  caseara  sagr.  liq  jij. 

Pepsin  (in  scales)    ...       ...       ...    gr.  xij. 

Spt.  chloroformi     ...    ^jj. 

Tr.  capsici    ...       ...       ...       ...  353. 

Inf.  gent.  co.  ad    jiss. 

Dose :  One  teaspoonful  in  a  tablespoonful  of  water  twice 
daily. 

The  mixture  could  also  be  supplied  ready  diluted  if  it  is 
more  convenient  to  your  customer. 

Ideas  (46/34).— The  Eczema-remedies,  the  recipes  for  which 
have  been  in  one  family  for  upwards  of  100  years,  consist  of 
(1)  iron  scales,  and  (2)  lead  plaster  softened  with  lard.  Our 
subscriber  states  that  the  iron  scales  are  taken  in  half  tea- 
spoonful  doses  night  and  morning.  We  had  thought  that  the 
medicinal  administration  of  metallic  iron  had  quite  ceased. 
J.  his  eczema-remedy  is  a  link  with  the  past. 

Alpha  (52/35).— Infants'  Food.— We  recommend  you  to 
read  the  information  on  this  subject  in  "Pharmaceutical 

fh°/Trt  n  ^iT1^  516)'  ,If  you,  are  P^Pared  to  lay  down 
the  plant  that  the  title  you  have  chosen  for  your  food  would 
require,  we  can  supply  further  particulars  of  any  of  the 
processes  there  outlined. 

i,frntS9  t5V6}h~Ihe  u?S6,?f  P°tassium  chlorate  for  cattle 
is  from  2  to  6  dr.  As  a  blackleg  preventive  the  smaller  dose 
is  given  once  or  twice  a  week. 

Fry  (54/57).— Cochineal-colouring  for  aerated  waters.- 

hofh  !3ePlf  T    T  coch>eal  or  direct  from  carmine, 

Ster  r.de     ThTP  °yed  **?  &  hnllted  extent  in  the 

water  trade.    1  he  last-named  variety  is  the  easier  to  prepare 

a  good  formula  being  the  following :  prepare, 

Carmine   

Strong  solution  of  ammonia 

Distilled  water   

Syrup   

Rectified  spirit   

Mix  and  filter. 


31J. 

5ij. 

oviij. 

3vj. 

3ij- 


atfende/to57/6,'~YoUr  "lquiry  being  anonym°us  cannot  be 

C.  F    (47/20).    Oil-printing  Process  We  devoted  con 

sidera.b  e  space  to  this  process  in  the  early  part  of  this  year" 

April  £l,  p.  627,  but  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  a 
previous  article  in  the  issue  for  January  26  p  165 

cafgur-minSSl-eTs^s  Smit  W  °*  ^  \^  by 

JSZ?!?I$'^  rZGSS-Yr  coue,d  make  a  ^ 
been  accustomed  to  take  bf  &T*  f,'?m  S°?th  Africa  has 
dissolving  Spanish  HauoHr^n        Tklng  a  basis  hv 
eating  wfthspt  ammon  VL  f^™^.™*.  then 
and  seeds  of  Petros^Unum  Z^l  °L,  a?lSI'    ^  The  ™ot 

distinct  properties  by  ;TbXts'ThiParty)  are  "edited  with 
emmenagogtie.  whilJthe  root is  dfuretfc    ^  thelr  °iJ  bei"g 

fc££ *  ^ve  not  sent  your  name  with  your 

this-  cfass^of  ^diS^ If  tlT „2B3"rB,--Th!i. featu-  °f 
renders  the  glue  size  insoluble  Such  Ltnt '"^-f,"*  w,hich 
copper  sulphate,  zinc  sulohate  ™  nts  are  either  alum, 
Other  means  of  procuring ^durabiHty  gf^U?  bicllr°™te: 
oil.  The  distempers  sent  out  in  t ,J f«  %dd  s?me  linseed 
contain  a  bichromate  which  renders  the1"!-  P  P-  il"6™11? 
^exposure  to  light  which  the  *S^%3^{$£ 


L.  T.  (Canada)  (45/33).— Most  of  your  inquiries  are  answered 
at  length  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  which  you  have 
probably  obtained  by  the  time  this  number  reaches  you.  We 
give  here  replies  to  those  of  your  questions  which  are  dealt 
with  in  our  book  of  recipes.    (1)  White  Shellac— This  is 
prepared  by  the  following  bleaching-process  :  First  a  solution 
is  made  in  a  large  copper-pan  of  4  kilos,  of  sodium  carbonate 
in  50  litres  of  water  and  brought  to  the  boiling-point.  Next 
10  kilos,  of  shellac  is  added,  stirred  till  dissolved,  and  the 
solution  run  out  into  a  vessel  of  500  litres  capacity.  Separately 
a    bleaching-liquid    is   made    by    extracting    10    kilos.  _  of 
chlorinated  lime  with  200  litres  of  water  and  precipitating 
the  calcium  salt  with  sodium  carbonate.    The  hot  solution 
of  shellac  is  added  to  the  bleaching-liquid  in  portions,  an 
interval  of  five  minutes  being  allowed  between  the  additions. 
When  the  whole  of  the  shellac  solution  has  been  added  the 
mixture  is  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four  hours.    The  next 
step  is  to  run  off  the  clear  liquid  into  a  larger  vessel,  make  it 
warm  by  adding  boiling-water,  and  precipitate  the  shellac 
by  adding  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.    The  resin  is  collected, 
washed,  arid  dried,  then  melted  and  cast  into  sticks.    It  must 
be  preserved  under  water.    (2)  Boiled-oil  Test. — As  boiled 
linseed  oil  is  generally  made  by  adding  litharge,  ferric  oxide, 
or  manganese  dioxide  to  the  heated  oil  to  facilitate  the 
oxidation-process,  a  distinguishing  test  between  the  raw  and 
boiled  oil  is  to  shake  a  little  of  the  oil  with  alcohol  and 
ammonium  sulphydrate  when  metallic  ingredients  are  de- 
tected by  the  darkening  or  the  notable  quantity  of  ash  on 
igniting  the  residue.    If  the  oil  is  shaken  with  dilute  sul- 
pliuric  acid  and  separated,  the  acid  layer  will  contain  metallic 
salts,  if  they  were  present,  in  the  form  of  sulphate,  and  also 
boric  acid  from  borates  which  are  employed  as  oxidising- 
agents. 

Agfa  (57/24).— Rheumatism  Bath-cure. — Your  analysis 
showing  only  the  presence  of  carbonate  of  soda  is,  we  think, 
correct,  but  the  perfume  used  contains  some  lavender  as 
well  as  citronella.  A  rheumatic  limb  soaked  in  hot  solution 
of  soda  is  much  relieved,  this  being  an  old  method  of  treating 
rheumatism. 

SAMPLE  SEEKERS. 

The  subjoined  are  facsimiles  of  addresses  on  postcards 
posted  in  England  and  purporting  to  be  from  R.  Nairn, 
F.R.C.S.,  and  John  R.  Gray,  M.D.    Both  asked  for  free 

samples  of  Odol : 

ix. 


The  handwriting  is  obviously  that  of  one  person.  This  is  am 
instance  of  illegitimate  use  of  other  persons'  names  which 
deserves  exposure.  Mr.  Nairn  practices  in  New  Zealand  and 
Dr.  Gray  in  Victoria.  If  anyone  is  familiar  with  the  hand- 
writing, we  should  be  glad  to  know  who  the  writer  is. 

The  appetite  of  the  dusky-coloured  race  for  samples  is  well 
known,  and  the  ingenious  manner  in  which  they  write  for 
them  is  familiar.  The  latest  instance  (and  rather  a  good  one) 
comes  from  Mr.  John  Lawson,  general  manager  of  Daisy, 
Ltd.,  Leeds,  who  has  received  the  following  tit-bit  from  a 
"  Tit-Bits  "  reader  : 

Port  Maria,  Jamaica,  B.W.I.  The  hot  weather  Head- 
ache from  to  all  who  it  may  concern  with  great  Respect  and 
Reguard  I  write  this  my  application,  asking  Mr.  or  Miss  to 
send  me  a  free  Sample  of  the  Remady  for  Headache 
(Daisy).  I  also  hope  it  may  be  good  for  cool  also.  Sir  or 
Miss  or  Mrs.  should  this  my  application  come  to  hand  safely 
and  the  same  should  be  favoured  with  by  who  it  may 
concern,  I  am  sure  some  more  friends  in  my  department 
would  also  buy  too. 

While  close  and  remain.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

J  H.  S.  .  .  .  Q.C.C. 

P.S. — Please  excuse  all  my  errors 


